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Ancient Poet had a saying "Ten years to forge a sword". In my case. "Ten
years to shape my current collection”. Using inkwell as my tool of trade,
I crafted diligently in my art from my 60s to my 70s. With insignificant
gains, I still found profound pleasure in my work. For the enjoyment of
my readers, this current edition gathered my selected paintings for
the past ten years. I was surprised to see the final completion of

this book. On sleepless nights, I thank God for this blessed event.

Huai-Ren — Shan Lao Studio
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ARTIST'S PREFACE

My paintings were essentially meant for myself, influenced by the age-old Chinese scholars’ idea
of “ To paint for self expression and self amusement”. These paintings were based on my personal
experiences. They could be likened to a collection of autobiographical short stories written with shapes
and colors. However, the scope of my paintings was reflective only of the scattered and incomplete
memories of my childhood and young adulthood.

Using paintbrushes, I tried to capture the era when I was growing up, the environment and the people
around me, some uneventful happenings, old dreams, and colorful imagination of my youth. In each of
my painting, one could find the faint shadow of these things.

I grew up in a large old traditional Chinese family surrounded by lots of aunts, widows, and neighbor
girls. Coincidentally, in my elementary and middle schools, I excelled in literature, history and art
and the teachers for all these subjects were all females. Growing up with the nurturing love of these
ladies, one of the main themes of my paintings was to extol the unwavering love of motherhood and
the steadfast love from many other beautiful and tender females. Thus, mothers and lovers (especially
my wife), were two of the dominant characters in my paintings. As for male characters, aside from
myself, monks often appeared in my paintings. This was because the father of my best friend from
my elementary school became a monk after a severe illness. Both my friend and his father lived in a
temple. I made friends with many learned monks from this temple when I visited my friend. These
scholarly monks opened the doors to ancient Chinese literature, poetry, calligraphy and painting for
me in my tender years. I did not wish to let go of those passing years. With paintbrushes, I was trying
to bring back the intoxicating dreams of my youth. I cannot forget the homeland which nourished my
creative energy. Beijing’s ancient gate towers, City walls, the moat that surrounded the gate towers, the
narrow Hutongs, the colorful memorial archways that dotted the City and Beijing’s special dwellings that
families lived in the enclosed quadrangles, etc., are forever imprinted in my mind. Alas, almost all these
unique and beautiful architectural wonders have disappeared without a trace left for us to commemorate.
It is indeed a tragedy to see that one man’s senseless edict eternally expunged these lovely historical
relics from the face of the earth, which had survived hundreds of years of natural disasters and wars!

It is my ardent wish that the old Beijing in my paintings will forever be cherished and memorized by

those who hold the City dear to their hearts
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