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L Preface 1

Helping the world
to learn more about China

With the rapid development of its economy, China is
getting more and more influencial in the world. People all over
the world are casting their eyes on this great old nation and their
interest to learn more about China’s past and present is growing.
They want to find out what has been driving this nation to
develop at such a great speed.

Being an old country with 5,000 years of history, China
1s an important birthplace of human civilization. The great
inventions of Chinese, such as paper, gunpowder, the compass,
the technology of printing, along with china and silk, have
spread to the world and enhanced the cultural exchange between
China and other nations; the poems, painting, music, dance
and drama created by Chinese people all express their love
for nature and their emphasis on ethics and moral obligations,
which constitute the essence of Chinese culture and art; the rich
and colorful traditional Chinese festivals of various kinds show
the passions and emotions of Chinese nation; the traditional
architecture of China, such as ancient cities, palaces, temples,
common residences and classical gardens, has reflected the
Chinese culture and spirit of different eras in history; and the
all-embracing attitude Chinese people take towards foreign
cultures has further developed and promoted the Chinese
culture.
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The world needs to know China, while China also
needs to show the world the splendor of its culture. Based
on these needs, Beijing Language and Culture University
Press, along with Viewpoint Culture Communication Co.,
Ltd, has put great efforts of 3 years into this large-scale DVD
product, A Kaleidoscope of Chinese Culture, which gives a
comprehensive introduction to Chinese culture. This DVD
series covers the quintessence of Chinese culture, including
Chinese civilization and art, Chinese customs, Confucianism,
Buddhism and Taoism, different ethnic groups, and famous
places of historic interest and scenic beauty. With brief and
vivid commentary, and clear and beautiful pictures, it brings
readers to the core of Chinese culture in a convenient and
direct way. A Kaleidoscope of Chinese Culture can truly be
called a solid multimedia encyclopedia of Chinese culture.

It is our sincere hope that this product will set you on
an exciting journey of Chinese culture filled with pleasant
surprises and will help you to learn more about China.
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President

Beijing Language
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Heilongjiang Province ‘{'I%‘

Heilongjiang Province in China’s northeast is watered by the Heilong and
Songhua rivers. They are two of the four rivers that form the province’s major river
system. A large part of the province, covered by the Greater and Lesser Xing’an

Mountains, is mountainous.

Harbin, the provincial capital, is described as the “Moscow of the Orient”.
Harbin’s Central Avenue is lined with around 100 buildings of various Eastern and
Western styles. In fact, the city has many attractions. You cannot talk about Harbin
without mentioning its famous ice and snow sculptures. Every January, thousands
of visitors flock to the city for the International Ice and Snow Festival. Among them

there are many who have travelled from overseas.
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Heilongjiang Province 'Z[%

Dagqing, another of Heilongjiang’s cities, is a major oil production base.

Heilongjiang Province is home to more than a dozen ethnic groups. Apart from
the Han, there are Manchu, Korean, Hezhen and Orogen people, to name just a few.
Still today, Orogen people can be seen hunting on horseback and Hezhen people

catching fish.

Heilongjiang Province shares a border more than 3000 kilometers long with

Russia. Heihe is the province’s most important border city.

The Zhalong Nature Reserve in the city of Qigihar is home to an extremely
rare species of bird, the red-crowned crane. In 1992, Zhalong was officially listed as

one of the world’s key wetlands.
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Hebei Province

Hebei Province

Hebei Province is located in north

China. Shijiazhuang is its capital city.

Hebei embraces two major metropolises,

Beijing and Tianjin. The province serves as a

key gateway for the two.

Heibei Province boasts many attractions. For example, there’s the eity of
Chengde, with Bishu Shanzhuang, or the “Mountain Resort”. Dating from the Qing
Dynasty, this is the country’s largest imperial garden of a classical Chinese style. In

1994, Bishu Shanzhuang was inscribed by UNESCO as a world heritage site.
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Hebei Province

Apart from the Mountain Resort, Hebei has many other scenic spots. There
are Beidaihe and Nandaihe in Qinhuangdao, which, with their fine bathing beaches,
offer the perfect escape from the summer heat, Bashang, which is well known for the
beauty of its grassland, and Baiyangdian Lake, which is famous for its vast expanses

of reeds.

Hebei is a center of cotton growing in China. Its vast cotton fields stretch as far

as the eye can see, all the way south to Shijiazhuang.

The city of Tangshan, the economic center of Hebei, is known as the “cradle of
China’s modern industry” and the “capital of porcelain of north China”. Among its
many famous products, the best known is porcelain. Tangshan is the birthplace of the

beautiful, shining and transparent type of porcelain that is known as “bone china™.
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