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Social Media and Redefinition of Journalistic Role
Liu Hailong
Abstract: Social media bring challenges and dilemmas to journalists working
for the traditional media. However, these dilemmas are not caused by social
media, rather they just reflected some fundamental conflict in journalism,
such as whether the journalists should serve the public or media company,
whether the decision made by media organization should be access to the
public, and so on. This paper believe that these dilemmas of journalists’ social
media using is also bringing an opportunity to force the media company and
journalists working for the traditional media to redefine their role in news

production by redefining the relationship between the individual journalist and
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media organization, making the media organization more transparent, and
reiterating the media’s role of serving the public.

Keywords: social media; microblog; journalists; professional ethic; transparency
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