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228 I . Lead-in Questions
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1. Why do many people say Hong Kong is a shopper’s paradise?
2. What is your impression about Buddhism in Hong Kong?

@
@
%832 I . Vocabulary

conceivable [ kon'sirvabl] adj. #JRERY,
HER

specialty [ 'spefalti] n. £ \p4%H

banquet [ 'baepkwit] n. B4

escalator [ 'eskolerta] n. <3E> i Ehfk
B, B3tk

scone [ skon] n. #Hf

remnant [ 'remnont] n. 4%, F4:,
adj. PR, BREH

peninsula [ pi'ninsjula] n. 5

high tea 2%, 7% 51 ( F 4R35 B i)

archipelago [ a:ki'peligov] n. B, £
5y

quaint [kweint] adj. BIEAAEN, AR

Jjungly [d3angli] adj. MAMKAY

jumble [ 'dzambl] v. JBZ%, L,
n. {BHEL

shack [ faek] n. /NE

corrugated [ 'koragertid ] adj. 48 B4 4L
[, fE R

squat [ skwot] v. Bk, PSR

demolish [ di'molif] v B3R, IR,

R

derelict [ 'derihikt] adj. #EHZE T 1Y,
n. {3

shroud [ fravd] n. BIEY), v. Elk, BEHK

monastery [ 'monostri] n. &iEBE, 418

veneration [ vena'rerfon] n. BEHf, &5

meditate [ 'meditert] ». A8, EE, (I
R LM ITE, BE

carnival [ 'ka:nival] n. RS

swirl [ swa:l] n. iR, BRIE

hush [ haf] v. %

reverential [ reva'renfal] adj. "I

cathedral [ ke'Qirdrel] n. FF e

serene [ si'ri:n] adj. F##)

stall [ sto:l] n. FR¥

trendy [ 'trendi] adj. JFTHO

haggle [ 'hagl] v. %

fly man €175

tarantula [ to'reentjula] n. [ 3] 2k,
AR itk

scorpion [ 'skaipran] n. [Zh]i&F, (2
PN
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§§§ Il. Exercises for Listening
Exercise 1 38 T3] FHIIE (T )i (F)

( ) 1. Tourists who swarm to shopping in Hong Kong all go there for the large in-
ternational shopping centers.

( ) 2. The outdoor covered escalator in the Central District is an adventurous spot,
as people can just fall off from the peak to experience all the daring scenery
of the high mountain.

( ) 3. Like those in some famous cities in many foreign countries, the covered es-
calators in Central District can give tourists a very good place to see the
whole city.

( ) 4. Although Hong Kong was once a colony, now there are not so many British
marks here. On the other hand the traditional Chinese influence can be
found everywhere.

( ) 5. The Hong Kong Disney Land is the earliest one in Asia, and it lies near the
fishing village of Tai Oh in the urban part of the Hong Kong Island.

( ) 6. The tourist guide in the video went to Hong Kong just recently, as many
things mentioned in the program are very new happenings.

( ) 7. Hong Kong is a city that has many mixed tastes.

( ) 8. Of the more than 260 islands of Hong Kong, many of them are remote and
untouched , and the people there are living a very simple life, but maybe in
the near future some very modern constructions will be built there.

( ) 9. The shopping centers in Hong Kong are crowded and busy, while the tem-
ples and monasteries are still free from noise.

( ) 10. Although the stalls are very small and owned by private peddlery, the

prices of the goods are very reasonable, so at last the tourist guide got her

satisfactory goods.

Exercise 2 #i¥ T 3iaiC
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Exercise 3 5SERK T %IaF

1. Hong Kong is a . They have every market from to
birds and on and on.

2. Let’s just say that my now is almost big enough to -

3. It’s been an day. Definitely time now for a . And there’s noth-
ing like of tea.

4. I mean, there really aren’t that many that I can see of the past
here. , you know, the roads, maybe

5. It’'s made up of more than 260 islands, some of them still very , they have

like this with the nice sand that from the Pearl River.
6. So you can't say it’s , but it’s still mostly , and you really get a

sense of this when you visit the traditional fishing village of Tai Oh, which is so
, Disney couldn’t
. The man who wrote the book Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance said that
the Buddha, the godhead, resides quite as in the circuits of a
or the gears of a as he does at the top of a mountain.
. And even though it is a and there is a sort of about the place,
it’s an , and that’s what you feel.
. After a wonderful day in the A of Lantao Island, I am
the impossibly - ,market district, Moncoc.
10. Blocks of narrow streets that are to traffic to make way for hundreds of
. And, unlike the in Central, here is a must.

~
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Exercise 4 i4it % [6]8&

1. Hong Kong is a small island with a large population and little natural resources, but

J 1
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it can achieve great economic development. How can it do that and can you say
something about it?

2. From the passage we can see Hong Kong is a city that combines modern atmosphere
with traditional customs very well. Can you give some examples?

3. There are two kinds of typical “shopping centers” mentioned in the passage, The
Central District and the Mancoc market district. What’s your comment on them re-
spectively?

4. Hong Kong developed from a small fishing village to the present international me-
tropolis. How can it have achieved this success?

5. For the several scenic spots mentioned in the passage, which one do you want to vis-

it most? Why?

Bt 5%
R :

Hong Kong is a shopper’s paradise. They have every conceivable specialty market from
electronics to birds and on and on. And it’s all tax and duty free. But for the high end,
either a fancy schmancy designer label or made to measure in 24 hours, there is no place
like Hong Kong’s Central District. This is the historic Pedder Building in the Central on
Hong Kong island. And it’s here I'm going to find a traditional Chinese dress.

Lydia Reeve is the director of Blanc De Chine and I think I want everything in the
store. There’s some extraordinary. . . Look at it, I mean this silk is extraordinary.

Lydia:It is, it is. Don’t you think it looks like leather?

Valerie: Yes.

Lydia;That’s why we call it leather silk. You probably know it as another name. It’s
mud silk.

Valerie ;: Mud silk. But mud silk is very precious and very famous.

Lydia: Yes it is. And there are varieties of mud silk.

Valerie: But I probably need a cheongsam which I to wear to a banquet.

Lydia: Yes. Well, here. This is what you have to choose from.

Valerie ; Oh, these are wonderful. So I should just try on a few.

Lydia:I think so.

Valerie ; The name for these traditional Chinese dresses actually means

B

‘robe of the
Manchurians” , although most people think of them as robe of Suzie Wong, when they be-
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came a lot shorter and tighter. 'm looking for the middle ground. T'll try them all. I love
Chinese style clothes. Let’s just say that my collection now is almost big enough to donate to
a museum. Perfect. Must have. Must have.

Lydia ; Must have.

Valerie : There’s an outdoor escalator in the middle of Central. You might imagine it out
of that Simpsons episode with the escalator that goes nowhere and people just fall off when
they reach the top. Okay, here they don’t. This is the only covered escalator in the world in
the middle of the street, called the Central Walkway and Escalator, and it’s a system of 23
of these things that go up, up, up from the Central to mid-level. This is how people who live
way the heck up on the peak get home.

It's been an action — packed day. Definitely time now for a pick-me-up. And there’s
nothing like a luxurious cup of tea. Perfect, look at that. Scones, cucumbers, sandwiches. I
mean , there really aren’t that many remnants that I can see of the British colonial past here.
Left-hand drive, you know, the roads, maybe government systems. But this is probably one
of the best. This is high tea at the fabulous Peninsula Hotel, which is probably one of the
great hotels of the world.

People think of Hong Kong as a mega city, but it is an archipelago. It's made up of
more than 260 islands, some of them still very remote, they have beautiful beaches like this
with the nice sand that washes down from the Pearl River. Lantau Island is twice the size of
Hong Kong Island, and it’s home to the ultramodern new airport and soon the newest Disney
World. So you can’t say it’s undeveloped, but it’s still mostly wild and untouched, and you
really get a sense of this when you visit the traditional fishing village of Tai Oh, which is so
ramshackle and quaint, Disney couldn’t dream it up.

People here. . . Hello. Hi, hello. Oh, it’s very cute. This is very jungli. Bamboo jumble
here with cool banana trees right there. But I guess a lot of people live in these shacks. Cor-
rugated steel or something. It's so remote.

It's a dragon’s eye? It’s good. Mm. So she’s selling dragon eyes? Okay, is that right?
Okay? Do you want to be in the picture? One, two, three, smile. Aren’t you cute? Very
cute.

The man who wrote the book Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance said that the
Buddha, the godhead, resides quite as comfortably in the circuits of a digital computer or
the gears of a cycle transmission as he does at the top of a mountain. Well, I think the
mountaintop sure suits him. Isn’t he beautiful, shrouded in cloud, big Buddha. It is such a

great thing to do, it is so worth seeing, something I've always wanted to do.

—— 005 ——
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He’s absolutely huge. It’s the world’s largest outdoor Buddha, built by the monks at
the Po Lin Monastery. Not long ago, at the end of the 1980s at great expense, sort of
modelled on the Statue of Liberty. And even though it is a huge tourist attraction and there
is a sort of tourist quality about the place, it's an object of veneration, and that’s what you
feel.

About a hundred years ago three monks came to this then very secluded place on Lan-
tao Island to begin to meditate. But this site, Po Lin, has become a very important temple
and monastery, very large. Po Lin means “precious lotus”. And it also has a fabulous veg-
etarian restaurant. It strikes you that Po Lin is full of life. There’s almost a carnival atmos-
phere with visitors and nuns and monks and wild dogs swirling around. Not hushed and rev-
erential like our cathedrals and monasteries.

Oh my gosh, look at this. This is wild. After a wonderful day in the serene, open
spaces of Lantao Island, I am wandering the impossibly crowded, noisy, market district,
Moncoe. Blocks of narrow streets that are closed off to traffic to make way for hundreds of
stalls. And, unlike the trendy shops in Central, here haggling is a must. How much? How
much?

Woman; 139.

Valerie; 139. Okay.

Woman: How much okay?

Valerie: How much is okay?

Woman: Okay that’s the price.

Valerie: Ten, how about that? How much is okay?

Woman: No, no, how much okay? 139.

Valerie; 139.

Woman: 125.

Valerie: 125, so that’s. ..

Woman: How much okay?

Valerie: So that’s, five, twenty, 21.

Woman: How much okay?

Valerie: Oh, it’s okay, well, 'm looking now.

Woman: No looking.

Valerie: How about ten Hong Kong dollars.

Woman: Huh?

Valerie; Ten.
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Woman; Okay, 80.

Valerie; 807 Okay, I'll think about that.

Woman; Okay, 50.

Valerie: 507

Woman: Yeah.

Valerie: 50 Hong Kong dollars. That is, like, ten bucks. Ten bucks for these? But
you know, they’re just like plastic. I look like fly man in them. They don’t even look

good on me. I have to find a pair that I like. Ten bucks. I'll look, let me look in one sec-
ond.

Woman: Okay, forty, forty.

Valerie: Boy, are you tough! Forty. Okay, I don’t want to hurt you. 40.

Woman: 40.

Valerie: The thing that kills you is, this goes on like this 365 days a year. There’s just
this circus going on. How much?

Woman . 25.

Valerie; 25.

Woman: Yeah, 25.

Valerie; 25, that’s like five bucks. Five bucks.

Woman: Very cheap.

Valerie: Very cheap. Prince of Egypt. Maybe it’s in Chinese, though. How much?
257 That’s it? 25 Hong Kong dollars. Five bucks. Five bucks—is it in English or Chi-
nese?

Man: English, subtitles.

Valerie: How the Grinch Stole Christmas, The Rock, oh, Bridget Jones, that was
good. How much is Bridget Jones?

Man: 25.

Valerie: 25. And if you buy—how much do you get for 1007

Man: Four for a hundred.

Valerie: Four for a hundred. That’s not a bargain. I'm not stupid. Love these, these
are cute, eh? Look at these little beaded bags. How much?

Man: 69.

Valerie: 69. Fourteen bucks. They’re cute, eh? I think this is thong city over here.
Can you imagine anything tackier than that? Now not everything of course is an item of

clothing. You might want to buy yourself a tarantula or a scorpion. Yikes. How much is the

| 007 |—
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tarantula? How much? 109. So, you know, 26 bucks for a dead tarantula. I don’t think

there’s a better bargain in the market.
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Keys to Exercises

Exercise 1 ¥|@F FZIRIFHIE(T)I=(F)

1. [F] 2. [F] 3. [F] 4 [T] 5. [F]
6. [F] 7. [T] 8. [T] 9. [T] 10. [F]

Exercise 2 #HiE T~ ZiaiC

1. tax free 2. Central District

3. an action-packed day 4. high tea

5. a dragon eye 6. The Statue of Liberty
7. fly man 8. English subtitle

9. The Rock 10. Bridget Jones

Exercise 3 5SERK T%IEF

. shopper’s paradise ; conceivable specialty; electronics

. collection ;donate to a museum

. action-packed ; pick-me-up; a luxurious cup

. remnants ; British colonial ; Left-hand drive ; government systems

. remote ; beautiful beaches; washes down

AN W B W N =

. undeveloped ; wild and untouched ; ramshackle and quaint; dream it up
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