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General Preface

The intangible cultural heritage is an important mark of national spirit
and the living fossil of national history and culture. It embodies the values,
aesthetic pursuit, sentiments and memories characteristic of a nation, bears
the cultural life code of a country, and vividly reflects national spirit and
people's wisdom. Strengthening the safeguarding, research and utilization of
the intangible cultural heritage is of great importance to carrying on and de-
veloping splendid Chinese traditional culture, enhancing national confidence,
cohesion and creativity, enhancing culture as part of the soft power of our
country, maintaining the country's cultural status and cultural sovereignty,
promoting the construction of an advanced socialist culture, and building a
harmonious socialist society.

Shandong is one of the important cradles of Chinese civilization. In the
long course of history, Qilu ancestors have not only passed down a great
quantity of material cultural heritage, but also created a great deal of splendid
intangible cultural heritage. Whether they are grand ceremony offering sacri-
fices to Confucius, Liuzi opera, Shandong Qinshu, popular songs from a lonely
studio, or the legend of Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai, legend of Meng
Jiangnii, customs of Taishan Shigandang, or Weifang kites, Yangjiabu wood-

cut New Year paintings, Gaomi puhui New Year paintings, paper-cut, they all

— M—oovi0u4 esouan
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possess distinguishing features of regional culture and reflect the profound
connotation of Qilu culture. They have become an indispensable part of Qilu
culture and have great influence both at home and abroad, which makes us
proud. The abundant intangible cultural heritage in Shandong is the crystalli-
zation and embodiment of the creativity, industriousness and wisdom of Qilu
people. It is the undying fuel of the enduring Chinese traditional culture and
the gem of the intangible cultural heritage of Chinese nation and it provides
the construction of socialist culture with Chinese characteristics with vital
basic resources. It is the practical need for us to make greater efforts 1n
excavating, researching and safeguarding splendid Qilu intangible cultural
heritage to build an advanced socialist culture and a harmonious socialist
society in an all-round way, and also the glorious historical responsibility we
should take.

With a high sense of mission and responsibility for building a culturally
powerful province, Shandong experts, scholars and cultural workers in the
circle of publicity and culture have, after more than two years' hard work and
rigorous textual research, completed the compiling of the voluminous Qilu
Intangible Cultural Heritage Series. The series consists of ten volumes, with
over 4 million words and 1.5 thousand illustrations. In the ten fields of
literature, music, dancing, opera, folk art forms, sport and acrobat, fine arts,
artistry, medicine and folk customs, the series makes a detailed description
and careful study of the formation and development, basic features, patterns,
main aesthetic or artistic characteristics of Shandong's intangible cultural
heritage from ancient times to the present day, and main contemporary repre-
sentative successors in these fields. Being the first series covering regional
intangible cultural heritage in China, it is pioneering in filling the vacuum

and it is very important to the excavation, research and safeguarding of



Shandong's intangible cultural heritage. And its unique historical and cul-
tural value should be fully acknowledged.

Culture is the driving force for the development of our country and na-
tional rejuvenation. The 17th Party National Congress has made an all-around
arrangement in bringing about a new upsurge in socialist cultural develop-
ment and promoting vigorous development and prosperity of socialist cul-
ture and Shandong Province has set the goal and task of turning Shandong
from a big, culturally rich province into a culturally powerful one. Having a
glorious mission and facing a demanding task, the publicity and cultural de-
partments and cultural and art workers have responsibilities for making new
contributions in safeguarding and carrying on fine national cultural heritage.
We must follow the guidance of Deng Xiaoping Theory and the important
thought of Three Represents, thoroughly apply the Scientific Outlook on
Development, remain committed to the scientific and matter-of-fact attitudes,
and further strengthen the safeguarding, research and effective utilization of
the intangible cultural heritage. And on the foundation of carrying forward
and fostering and enhancing traditional culture, we should strive to adapt to
the demands of the times and the growing spiritual and cultural needs of the
broad masses of the people, bring about more newer, finer cultural fruit, con-
tinuously increase the glamour and vitality of Chinese culture, promote vig-
orous development and prosperity of socialist culture, and write a more splen-
did chapter in the step of making Shandong people richer and Shandong more
powerful, constructing a harmonious socialist society and realizing the na-

tional rejuvenation.

Jiang Yikang
July, 2008
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