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Oxfam Hong Kong is an independent development and relief
agency, not a publishing company, The aim of our books is to
bridge developing and developed countries, building more under-
standing, so as to achieve a fairer world.
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Preface

Integration and education

Law Pak-tsun
Principal, Yaumati Kaifong Association School

| believe that learning is life-wide and life-long, and that primary education is a significant period
in which to inspire students to experience and understand the dynamics between education and real
life. | also believe that students should be allowed to learn according to their own pace, interests, and
intelligence, and without discrimination. They should also be able to learn through means other than
formal classroom learning.

Equal education for all is not just a high-sounding ideal. It means providing a place for children to
learn, and allowing them to learn in an appropriate way - that is my philosophy of education.

Facilitating faster and better social integration of ethnic minorities should be a two-way process:
first, enhance the living standards of students and their fanllies, 2 second, raise public awareness
of students' potential and talents.

In the past six years, despite limited resources, the Yaumati Kaifong Association School has been
welcoming ethnic minority students, and new arrivals from Mainland China. These endeavors have
been receiving increasing recognition, as the school is one of the few government-aided primary
schools in Hong Kong that fully commits itself to educate students of ethnic minorities. As an educa-
tional institution, we have found a need to modify the existing curriculum and to fill in the gap
between the learning context and the real life environment of our students.

| would like to thank Oxfam Hong Kong for conducting this project about non-Chinese students. It
has given students of ethnic minorities the opportunity to express their feelings about their lives in
Hong Kong and it has inspired them through art and word. This book also allows readers to learn
more about non-Chinese people in Hong Kong.



Preface

Learning, confidence and self-esteem

Tse Woon-yam
Principal, Islamic Primary School

| remember that shortly after the 1997 handover, many
South Asian students were barred from entering government-
subsidised schools in Hong Kong. Islamic Primary School,
given its religious faith and the conviction in "education for all”,
made a bold decision to admit a larger number of South Asian
children into our school. In the beginning, the school was con-
fronted with many difficulties, including the problem of cultural
differences and language barriers among the students, since
most of our students are local Chinese. We decided to adopt a
"One School, Two Systems" scheme: The school curriculum,
notices, handbook and the morning assembly would all be pro-
vided in both Chinese and English. With this initiative, the work-
load was even heavier than usual. Fortunately, given the devo-
tion and professional spirit of the teachers, in addition to their
years of experience and their positive, innovative attitudes,
these difficulties were overcome. | would like to further express
my gratitude to my colleagues for their contributions.

According to some recent self-esteem studies results, South
Asian students in Hong Kong have a higher level of self-esteem
in non-academic aspects and in general performance than
local Chinese students. Although these South Asian children
may be weaker in academic achievements and may have lower
motivation, most are optimistic, confident, active, helpful and
willing to express themselves.

To further develop their strengths, we were tried to
improve our school's coordination in teaching and adminis-
tration. We also strived to build a caring culture in the school,
launching a "Big Brothers-Big Sisters Mentoring Scheme".
We also encouraged South Asian students to participate in

community voluntary work. In class, our teachers modified
their teaching strategies from time to time with the aim of
enhancing the students' self-confidence and learning motiva-
tion. In 2004, to facilitate communication between local
Chinese students and South Asian students, we adopted a
mixed learning mode, in which they study certain subjects
together, such as physical education and visual arts so far,
the results have been satisfactory.

The Government has been more aware of the learning
problems of South Asian students in recent years. It has pro-
vided various support programmes, such as adaptation cours-
es for primary one students, holding regular learning work-
shops, teachers' sharing sessions and seminars, etc. It is a
good start and we hope that the Government will continue its
assistance and support.

My heartfelt gratitude also goes to Oxfam Hong Kong. They
put in a lot of effort and did a great job in completing this mean-
ingful book. The South Asian students' writings shown in the
first part of the book can help enhance readers' awareness of
the learning and social problems of South Asian students.
What's more, the book gives a strong encouragement to the
students. The articles in the latter part of the book serve as a
good reference for people concerned with ethnic minority
issues.
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Editorial

An imagined community

Mok Yat-fung
Managing editor, Kids Alike

"Gender, ethnicity, minority status, or disability
should never be a justification for suppression or
marginalisation.” - Oxfam Hong Kong's Aim 5.

The way children get along with people is the most
sincere. They really do not care about race or ethnicity.
If they can communicate with each other, they will play
together. This is what | observed when visiting schools
over the |last few months.

However, in the world of adults, race and ethnicity are clear-
ly classified. In society, resources enjoyed by the majority are
often greater than those available to minority groups. And
worse, ethnic minorities often accept discrimination silently.

When do we start becoming conscious of race and
ethnicity?

Information from newspapers, magazines, books and other
media helps us to establish our concept of race, but this has
limitations: too often, negative news appears regularly about
people of a particular nationality, while positive news remains
hidden.

Sociologist Benedict Anderson said, "print language invents
nationalism". Through this language, we create the image of
the group in which we belong, and this community often
excludes people with different skin colour.

The most sincere voice
| remember a television programme in which a Hong Kong

child played with non-Chinese children after school. His mother
scolded him, telling him not to hang out with "bad guys". A
reporter later interviewed the child, who said “actually they are
not bad".

Children's voices are the most sincere. As the perception of
ethnic minorities presented by mainstream media may be
different from the reality, Oxfam Hong Kong decided to publish
a book of drawings and words by students of ethnic minority.
We wanted to ask: What is the world like from their
perspective?

Sometimes the views of parents differed from their
children's. During the project, some parents were trying
to change their children's wishes, such as prompting
their children to write that they wanted to be doctors or
lawyers in the future. This phenomenon is what we
expected; after all, parents do what they feel is for their
children's good. However, parents' choices are not
always sincere. Conversely, children usually present
what is truly in their hearts, without any preconceived
ideas. So we explained to parents, and most of them
came to understand and agree with us, to just let children draw
what they liked. This book retains the children's handwriting to
show readers their original expressions.

This book also contains some articles about ethnic
minorities in Hong Kong. We hope readers can learn
more about this issue, can appreciate diversity more,
and help make society more sincere, without bias and
without discrimination.



Editorial

Living on the same planet

Tessa Boudrie
Social worker, and managing editor, Kids Alike

| have never thought of myself as a member of an ethnic minori-
ty, but technically | am. | am of non-Chinese background; | am from
the Netherlands. | have been living in Hong Kong for half a year
and in Asia for more than two years. In the Netherlands | worked as
a youth worker, with youngsters from several different cultural back-
grounds; | left that job in 2002, travelled for a while in South East
Asia, and in 2003, ended up in Cambodia. | worked for a
Cambodian non-governmental organisation called Mith Samlanh as
a social worker, training the local staff to work with street children.

After a trip to Brazil, | came to Hong Kong. Because | don't
speak Chinese yet, it was very hard for me to find a paid job. |
decided to offer my services to Oxfam Hong Kong. When the idea
of making this book came up, luckily someone thought of me. My
role in this project was to help children to express their feelings and
thoughts about cultural diversities and similarities. | didn't need to
communicate in Chinese but English, and my experience in working
with young people was useful.

A lot of things happened while making the book. We had many dis-
cussions within the team to get some major decisions made. Even
within the team we could find cultural differences and similarities!

One of the issues was whether we would use the original handwrit-
ten pieces of the children, or edited versions. | had never thought of the
possibility of changing the children's words, even if those words con-
tained mistakes (in grammar or spelling). | saw the written pieces by
the children as their work, of which the originality should be respected.
My colleagues feared that the reader would get the impression that the
non-Chinese students in Hong Kong would be labeled as "not very
good in the English language"” in this book. They also worried that the
parents wouldn't be happy to see their children's mistakes published.

| found that very difficult to understand. All parents would allow their
children to make mistakes, because youngsters are in the process of
learning - aren't we all? But later on, when | had done some more
home visits to different families, | saw the point my colleagues were
making. Some parents indeed put a lot of pressure on their children, to
make sure the work looked nice in the book. One child even had to do
one piece over again!

In the end, we decided to keep the original handwritten words,
because we think WHAT has been written is more important than
HOW. And we want to show the children that we respect their work. In
our view, all the work of the children is precious, and all the work is of
fantastic quality.

| had a great time working with the children. All of them, and their
families, were extremely cooperative and enthusiastic. They gave me
the chance to visit their homes and the opportunity to learn a lot about
their countries of origin. The people in the schools we visited were very
helpful as well. | would like to thank the children for their great work, the
parents for their hospitality, and the schools for their cooperation!

Working on this book was a wonderful experience. Being a social
worker, | was never involved in making a book before. That's why |
sometimes had a totally different view on matters than my colleagues,
who are experienced publication officers. | am from another cultural
background, so my views sometimes differ from my colleagues here in
Hong Kong. This reflects that everyone struggles sometimes with our
different cultural and educational backgrounds.

We think that this book can help people to understand each other
better. We think that seeing each others' differences and similarities will
make us realise that we all are just people living on the same planet.



