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The Town Mouse and
the Country Mouse

Story Summary

The town mouse visits its cousin, the country
mouse. The country mouse offers the town mouse a
dull meal. The town mouse tells the country mouse
to come to its home to try some fine dining.

The country mouse follows its cousin to town.
After a series of adventures, the two reach the table
to find that the food is tasty. There is plenty of it,
too. But a cat and a dog bring danger.

Will the mice escape the dog and cat? Will the
country mouse return to its home? Read the story to
find out.
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The Town Mouse and
the Country Mouse

Characters'

Narrator” | Town Mouse
Narrator 2 Dog
Country Mouse Cat

Setting’

This reader’s theater takes place’ many years
ago in a grassy field in the country and a
fancy house in a town.

1 character A#J; 2 narrator 5H; 3 setting &5; 4 take place Z4%



Act |

Narrator |: A simple country mouse lives in a hole
under a bush'.

Narrator 2: The mouse has lived there all its life
and is very happy.

Narrator I: One day, the mouse hears a knock on
its door.

Narrator 2: Since the mouse does not often have

visitors, it hurries to open it.
Country Mouse: Cousin’, come in, come in!

Town Mouse: Hello, Cousin. I decided it was time
to pay you a visit. So here I am.

Narrator I: [he country mouse and the town
3
mouse rarely” see each other.

Narrator 2: The town mouse lives far away’

1 bush BRIM; 2 cousin T5LH; 3 rarely 1R7>; 4 faraway Bz



Country Mouse:

Town Mouse:

Narrator |:

Narrator 2:

Town Mouse:

Country Mouse:

Town Mouse:

You must stay for dinner. 1 will serve my
very best food.

Thank you. I'd be happy to!

The country mouse prepares a tasty meal
of seeds’, corn, and a bit of cheese’ They
drink water from a nearby spring.

After supper, they sit by the fire and talk.

Cousin, how can you be so happy? You
live far away from everything nice. You
eat common’ food.

I’'m very happy here. I'm never hungry.
The animals that live in the field are my
friends. Every day is peaceful’.

You don’t know what you’re missing! In
town there’s music, dancing, and feasting’.
Come home with me. I’ll show you.

1 seed FF, #F; 2 cheese ifik; 3 common LiFEHY;
4 peaceful EEH), RTH); 5 feasting BE



Narrator 1:

Country Mouse:

Narrator 2:

The country mouse isn’t sure if the town
1s the best place to be.

Thank you. Let me sleep on it.

Both mice go to bed and sleep well in the
quiet darkness.

Poem: The City Mouse and the Garden Mouse

Narrator 1:

Town Mouse:

Narrator 2:

Act 2

3 1
The next morning, the town mouse urges the
country mouse to come to town.

You must come home with me. You only
live once. You might as well’ enjoy yourself.

At last the country mouse agrees. The two
mice set out for town. Their journey” is
peaceful until they reach the edge’ of town.

1 urge f&18; 2 as well E#; 3 journey fiki%; 4 edge ih%k



Town Mouse:

Narrator 1:

Town Mouse:

Narrator 2:

Narrator I:

Country Mouse:

Town Mouse:

Now be careful, Cousin. There are
horses and wagons' on this road. Stay
out of their way.

The mice keep to the edge of the road.
Even so, a horse swerves’ into their
path.

Look out! Jump!

No sooner do the mice leap out of the
way, but they must fling’ themselves
away again as the wagon’s wheels rush
past! The wheels barely miss them.

The country mouse gasps for breath’.

That was scary! I want to rest here a
moment.

We can’t! We won’t be safe until we
are inside my house.

1 wagon PU#5Z%; 2 swerve FAF(E; 3 leap out of BkH; 4 fling I&iH;

5 gasp for breath @S
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Narrator 2:

Town Mouse:

Narrator |:

Country Mouse:

Town Mouse:

Narrator 2:

Town Mouse:

Narrator |:

The town mouse gives the country
mouse a huge push.

Watch out'! Duck!

Another wagon rushes past. Muddy’
water from the road sprays’ the mice.

Yuck! What just happened?
It’s just some mud. It’s nothing to worry
about. It happens all the time. We'll

quickly dry.

The mice go a little farther’ when the
town mouse grabs its cousin’s arm.

5
Freeze! Don’t move.

The country mouse doesn’t dare take
a breath.

1 watch out Zui>; 2 muddy JiTHI; 3 spray WEl; 4 farther HiTHI;

5 freeze 1T, AiFzh
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Narrator 2: Suddenly something huge crashes down
beside the country mouse.

Narrator 1: Then there’s another crash and
another!

Country Mouse: What was that?

Town Mouse:  Just people’s feet. We must always
watch out for people. They often try
to stomp' on us.

Country Mouse: Stomp on us? Why?

Narrator 2: The town mouse does not answer.
Instead, it looks around and cries out.

Town Mouse: Follow me! Run quickly!

Narrator 1: The mice come to a brick’ wall. They
tiptoe’ along the wall as quiet as can be.
They come to a hole and creep” inside.

1 stomp ERE&; 2 brick F1R; 3 tiptoe AMIRE; 4 creep BT ERA



Town Mouse:

Country Mouse:

Town Mouse:

Country Mouse:

Narrator 2:

Narrator I:

Town Mouse:

We’re safe now. Welcome to my
home!

Thank goodness!

Act 3

By now the family will be done eating.
Let’s go see what bits of food they’ve
left for us.

That sounds great. I'm very hungry.
Lead the way!

The mice creep through tunnels' in the
walls of the house.

They pop out of” a mouse hole in the
dining room, hurry across the floor,

and run up a table leg.

Just look at this!

1 tunnel #bi&; 2 pop out of BkiH
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Country Mouse:

Narrator 2:

Narrator 1:

Town Mouse:
Narrator 2:
Dog:

Cat:

Dog:

I’ve never seen so much food.

There are bits of meat, gravy, and
potatoes on the plates. The mice begin
to eat as fast as they can.

But then, the town mouse freezes and
looks at its cousin with alarm”.

Don’t make a sound.
Suddenly, a huge dog’s head appears.
Woof! I smell something good.

Meow! Ido,too. I smell meat and
gravy. We have just a few minutes
before they clear the table.

I know. But I smell something even
better because it’s alive’. Sniff, sniff!
I think it’s a mouse.

1 gravy BJit; 2 alarm f1®fiE; 3 alive &R
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