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One of the most pleasant surprises in my life was in December 2011, when 1
received a mail from Professor Yan Tian of Shanghai Jiao Tong University, proposing
to translate the GF book to Chinese. Wow, I thought, this would almost double the
potential audience of my book! Less than a year later, this collaboration spawned
another pleasure, which was to visit Professor Tian and her colleagues in Shanghai.
She then showed me a complete manuscript of the translation, of which 1
unfortunately understood next to nothing. But we had long sessions discussing the
translation of the terminology, which convinced me that the book is being produced in
a serious way. We also had a tutorial course and technical discussions, testing and
assessing the newly released Chinese resource grammar, and looking at future project
opportunities. Professor Tian suggested that, in order to make the book genuinely
interesting to the Chinese audience, we should add an Appendix that shows what GF
means for Chinese. Therefore, I wrote the appendix specifically for this Chinese
version. It gives Chinese examples and code as a commentary to the main book, thus
following its order of presentation. It is probably hard to read without access to the
book.

I am grateful to Professors Yan Tian and Yinglin Wang, as well as Li Peng, for
their hospitality in Shanghai, to Jyrki Nummenmaa from Tampere for starting this
collaboration and guiding me in Shanghai, to Dr. Chen Peng from Beijing for also
joining the discussions in Shanghai and contributing to the Chinese resource
grammar, and to Dr. Qiao Haiyan from Guangzhou, who wrote the first Chinese GF
code—still in use in the resource grammar—back in 1999. The most demanding part
of work with the Chinese resource grammar was made by Jolene Zhuo Lin Qigige, as

a part of a Masters course at the University of Gothenburg.

Gothenburg, November 2012
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