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~ Module 1~ Joiningaship |2

Module

Joining a Ship

& Instructional Objectives
1. Be able to make a self-introduction;
2. Be able to use proper English to communicate with the other staff on a
ship;

3. Be able to identify the major places on a ship.

& Learning Focus
1. Communications on joining a ship;

2. Familiarization with places on a ship.




Task 1

Text

As a junior engineer when you join a ship for the first time, you will be surrounded by
doubts, confusions, and even fears. For this reason, senior engineers in the engine room
keep themselves a bit lenient and give you space and time to absorb and learn things. How-
ever, you shouldn’t expect unlimited time to learn and grasp things. After the very first
month, or probably after 15 days, you would be expected to carry out your duties independ-
ently without making mistakes. It is therefore important that a junior engineer, though offi-

cially on a training period should know and learn as fast as he can.

When you join a mixed crew ship you will have to meet the captain or the chief officer.

You should be able to introduce yourself in English.

Short Dialogue

Dialogue 1
Captain:  Good morning! I am captain William Claude. Nice to meet you.
Motorman: Good morning, sir! My name is I.i Ming. I am a motorman.
Captain;  Where are you from?
Motorman: I am from China.

Captain: Do you have a seaman’s book and passport?




. Module 1

Motorman

Captain:

Motorman;

Captain:

Motorman:

Captain:

Motorman:

Captain:

Motorman

Dialogue 2
Seaman:
Cadet:

Seaman

Cadet:
Seaman;
Cadet:
Seaman :
Cadet:

Seaman:

Cadet:
Seaman:

Cadet:

: Yes, here you are, sir.

Have you signed a contract and a labor agreement?

Yes, I have,

How long have you been a motorman?

About 2 years. I have to say I am not quite an experienced seaman,

Have you already seen our ship?

No, not yet. It’s my first visit on such a ship, sir,

I hope you’ll like it here and will practice your English. I’m sure your stay
will be pleasant and useful.

: Thank you, sir.

Excuse me, sir. Can I help you?

Yes. 1 want to see the captain please. Where can I see him?

I think he should be in his office. But he must be very busy. What’s your
name, please?

My name is Huang Ming. I am from China.
Are you the new cadet?

Yes, I am. !

Hi, Mr. Huang. We heard that you would arrive today. Welcome on board.
Thank you. Nice to meet you, sir.

Nice to meet you, too. Could you please show me your ID card and seaman’s
book?

Sure, here you are.

OK. Good. Wait a moment please. I will report to the Captain.

OK. Thank you.

— e
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Task 2

Text

The life of a marine engineer on board a ship is adventurous, exciting, and extremely re-
warding. He travels around the world, visits beautiful places, and meets interesting people,
This is true for marine engineers working on any type of ship or vessel irrespective of the
people he is working for. The job of a marine engineer is definitely stimulating and reward-

ing, it is tough for sure, and no one knows it better than the one who works on board.

Here is a typical day for a marine engineer on a normal commercial vessel and this could
be different based on the type of ship, automation of the engine room and so forth. Basically
modern ships have Unmanned Machinery Spaces (UMS for short) where a marine engineer
usually works from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m. But since there are hundreds of types of machineries
which are running continuously, an engineer is in charge for the night. He does not have to
be present physically in the engine room all the night but only comes down whenever a fault
occurs in any of the systems which is notified to the engineer’s cabin via an automated alarm
system. In the older ships or even in the modern ships under certain circumstances such as
navigation in close waters, there is another watchkeeping system where each engineer gives

four hours of duty and then gets 8 hours of rest in the 4 On, 8 Off manner.




However in practice if you are planning to be a marine engineer do not expect such exact
schedules, for these watch or duty hours often get extended due to some reason or the other.
Moreover there is difference in the type and nature of duties depending on your rank on the

ship.

- Short Dialogue

Dialogue 1

Chief officer:

Seaman

Chief officer:

Seaman;

Chief officer:

Seaman:

Chief officer:

Seaman

Chief officer:

Seaman:

Chief officer:

Seaman:

Chief officer:

Captain;

Good morning! Welcome on board!

Good morning, sir. Here is my seaman’s book.

Thank you. Have you passed medical examinations for fitness, hearing
and eyesight within last 12 months?

Yes, I have. Here is my medical record.

Have you been vaccinated against yellow fever, typhus and cholera?
Yes, sir. Here is my medical certificate.

Have you been fully briefed on the company’s drug and alcohol policy
when you were signing your contract?

Yes, I have read the instruction and had a talk with an agent.

Have you read and signed the vessel’s Safety Manual in your messroom?
No, not yet. I arrived this morning, sir.

Contact the duty officer to know where everything is. Enjoy your stay.
Thank you for your help. sir.

You are welcome.

Dialogue 2

Seaman: Good morning. sir. Nice to meet you. These are my certificates.

Captain: Nice to meet you. Welcome on board.

Seaman: Thank you.

Captain: OK. Let me check. Well, the seaman’s book. the health certificate, your
passport, the service record book, and your professional training certificate.
Good. Thank you.

Seaman: Thank you, sir.

Captain: Nice weather today, isn’t it?

Seaman: Yes, it is.

Captain: How was the journey?

Seaman: It was OK, sir.

Captain: Is this the first time for you to come to America?

Seaman: Yes, sir. It was also my first travel by air.

It is lucky for you to start your sailing career on board this ship. She is beauti-




ful.

Seaman: Yes, thank you, sir.

Task 3

Familiarization with Places on a Ship
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Text

On bulk carriers and on multi-purpose vessels, the superstructure usually lies towards
the stern of the ship. The superstructure is built up in a number of decks. On the 1st deck
there are the dining rooms for the crew and the officers called “the mess” and the ship’s gal-
ley. On this same deck are the dayroom for the crew, where the seamen get together during
free hours, and a lounge or dayroom for the officers. Other recreation space for the crew in-
cludes a sauna and a gym. On the 2nd deck we find the accommodation or living quarters for
the crew including engineers and electricians. On the 3rd deck is the accommodation for the
officers—on the starboard side the first officer’ s cabin and office; on the port side living
quarters for the second and third mate. Amidships on the 3rd deck are the Conference Room
and the Ship’s Office. On the 4th deck are the captain’s day room and bedroom and aft of

these on the starboard side are the chief officer’s cabin and office.




On top is the navigation bridge (in the past often called the Wheel House). A modern
navigation bridge is an integrated work space which includes workstations for navigating and
conning the ship, a Chart Desk and a Communication Workstation (earlier called the Radio

Room). On the side are the so called Bridge Wings to improve visibility from the bridge.

When you arrive on board you will have to know where everything is. You may ask any

crewmember or a duty officer.

Short Dialogue

Dialogue 1

Duty officer:

Seaman:
Duty officer:
Seaman;

Duty officer:

Seaman:
Duty officer:
Seaman:
Duty officer:

Seaman :

Dialogue 2

Seaman :

Crewmember .

Seaman:

Crewmember:

Seaman:

Crewmember:

Seaman ;

Crewmember:

OK, I’ll take you up to your cabin. Just follow me. We are on the first
deck now. Your cabin is two decks above. Let’s take the elevator.

Is the elevator in service all the time?

Except during an emergency. Here we are. This is your cabin.

Thank you,

The next cabin is chief mate’s. And second engineer, second and third
mate’s cabins are also on this deck.

Is the captain’s cabin on the third deck?

No, it isn’t. It’s on the fourth deck.

And where is the chief engineer’s cabin?

It’s next to the captain’s cabin.

I really appreciate your help. Goodbye.

Excuse me, can you help me, please?

Yes. What is it?

Where is the store room?

It’s on the first deck. You will also find the galley on the first deck.
There is a laundry next to the galley. The steward will show you how to
use the washing machines.

Thank you. Is the engine room far from here?

It’s below the galley.

Thank you for your help.

Time for lunch. You’ll find the messroom next to the hospital. That’s
on the second deck, remember. Enjoy your first lunch. I’ll see you back

here in an hour.




' New words and expressions

arrival
captain
chief officer
passport
motorman
fitness
vaccinate
typhus
cholera
messroom
bulk carrier
stern

galley
recreation
accommodation
starboard
conference
navigation
chart
emergency
deck
laundry

steward

© Exercises

[o'raivel]
[ 'keeptin ]

[ 'paispoit |
['mautamaen]
['fitnis ]

[ 'veeksineit |
[ 'taifas]

[ 'kolora |

[ 'mesru:m |

[sta:n:]

['geeli ]

[ rekri'eifon ]

[ aikoma'deifan ]
[ 'stazbad |

[ 'konforans |

[ ineevi 'geij'an]
Ctfazt]
[i'moa:dznsi |

[ dek ]
['1o:ndri |
['stjuad ]

. Give Chinese equivalents to the following.

1.
2
3.
4.
5.
Bis
s

yellow fever

a mixed crew

a labor agreement

medical record

a seaman’s book and passport

medical examinations for fitness

to be vaccinated against

o B Bk
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n. KAl

n. ¥R
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v. FEAT TRl 4 b
n. BEIZ 17 FEAE
n. EHL
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n. B RS

n. iR
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n R4, HiE
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n. fa %

n. 2

n., i 1

n WGE, Ex

n ' B2EN, BRREH

n. Bk

n. YA b5, VA AR R
n. CREATEEHL_E B9 iR 55 5

typhus and cholera

9. medical certificate

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Safety Manual
messroom
laundry
storeroom

galley



1. Answer the following questions.
1. Could you introduce yourself?
Where did you graduate from?
How long have you worked on board?
What certificate (license) do you hold now?
How long do you have the certificate of C/E(2nd/E,3rd/E...)?
What kinds of ship have you worked on?
Where was your last vessel’s trading area? Which ports have you called at?
Have you served UMS?

What kinds of main engine and generator engine have you worked on?

© 00 N O Ul s W N

10. What type of engine did you have on your last ship?

Il. Try to make up a dialogue with your partner according to the information given below.
You are the third engineer. When arriving at the ship, you introduce yourself to the Captain,
and show all your papers to him about your seagoing experience, Be ready to answer all his ques-

tions.

Reading Materials

Passage 1

There are so many types of ships navigating in the seas. There are 3 major families of
vessels, namely military ships (ships of war), civilian ships, and specialized ships. The mili-
tary ships include submarines, destroyers, cruisers, aircraft carriers, etc. There are many
types of civilian ships. For example, merchant ships and passenger ships, to name two. The
merchant ships include general cargo ships, bulk carriers (VLBC, ULBC, OBO), container
ships (reefer container ships), oil tankers (crude oil carriers, product oil carriers, VLCC,
ULCC), high speed craft, chemical ships, LNG, LPG, etc. The specialized ships include
tugs, icebreakers, fire-fighting ships, traffic boats, ferries, survey vessels, fishing vessels,

etc.

Passage 2

In general, a ship includes a forecastle deck, a main deck and a poop deck. From the
shapes, ships may be divided into a sheer or a camber one. The sheer means the forecastle
and poop decks are higher than the main deck whereas the camber means any point in the
centre line of the deck is higher than both points in the port and starboard sides. Normally,
the accommodations are arranged aft, so they are called as living quarters. Most of those
parts are above main decks, so they are called superstructure as well. The engine rooms are
arranged at the bottom. Most of the engines managed by the engine department are located

there. The galley and laundry are arranged on the second level in most ships and the saloons,

—



recreation rooms, stores cabins as well as messrooms are liable to be arranged on the main
deck level. The ratings’ cabins are arranged in this area. In addition, the officers’ cabins are
arranged on one level above the ratings” cabins. Bridge, chart room, radio room are ar-
ranged on the top level. Antennae or flags to be hoisted are above the bridge, so we call

those decks the compass deck.



