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Foreword 1

Shigushan (Shigu Hill) is located on the south bank of Wei River in Baoji city. Since 1980s,
bronze wares of the Shang and Zhou periods have continuously been unearthed from this
area. In March and April of 2012, the Shang and Zhou bronzes were twice excavated; and in
June, another bunch of bronze vessels were found. Thus, Shaanxi Provincial Administration
of Cultural Heritage decided to organize a team, which consisted of archaeologists from the
provincial, municipal and district institutions of archaeology and museology, to take a rescue
excavation at Shigushan. At the same time, an archaeological investigation and drilling was
launched. Based on this comprehensive exploration, a formal excavation was carried out from
August to December of 2013 under the approval from the State Administration of Cultural
Heritage.

During the excavation at Shigushan, we applied scientific and technological means to collect
information from the site and to protect the relics with the archaeological concept of large
heritage remains. Meanwhile, the process of excavation was broadcast to the public through
TV and other mass media in order to evoke people’s interest in archaeological discoveries and

spread the knowledge of the conservation of cultural heritage.

In view of deepening the thought of public archaeology, the institute has decided to cooperate
with the Shanghai Museum in the support of the State Administration and Shaanxi Provincial
Administration of Cultural Heritage. Our operation focuses on the scientific analysis and
restoration of some unearthed bronze wares from Shigushan and the demonstration of our

archaeological achievements in Shanghai.

[ am convinced that this exhibition will not only display the important discoveries at Shigushan
to the public, but become a window for people to unglerstand the concept of protecting cultural

heritage of China.

As a good example, the excavations at Shigushan reflect our continuous improvements
in archaeology, our respect and reverence for cultural heritage and our attitude towards

popularization of archaeology as well.
Last but not least, I sincerely wish the exhibition a great success!

Wang Weilin

Director of Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology
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Foreword 11

In the western part of Guanzhong Plain in Central Shaanxi, there is a large piece of fertile land.
That is Baoji, a sacred place during the Zhou and Qin dynasties. It was recorded in The Book of

Songs, the first anthology of verse in China, and possessed brilliant bronze civilization as well.

Since the Han dynasty, bronzes have been continuously discovered in Baoji. Thousands of
bronze objects have been unearthed, which makes Baoji enjoy the reputation of “Home of

Bronze Wares”.

Shigushan (literally the hill of stone drums) , a branch range of Qinling Mountains situated
at the northern foot of Jifeng Mountain, is named so because of the existence of the ten drum-
shaped stones with inscriptions on them, which were discovered in early Tang dynasty, left by

the people of Qin during their sacrificial ceremonies.

Shigushan no longer stays unknown after over a thousand years’ silence as in 2010, Baoji
Bronze Ware Museum was founded and open to the public there; and in 2012, three cemeteries
of Western Zhou aristocrats came to light after closing for over 3,000 years; and in 2013, the
mysterious veils of twelve aristocratic cemeteries of Western Zhou were gradually uncovered
by the archaeologists with shovels. People are extremely impressed by the unique funerary

customs and the exquisite bronze vessels.

Hence quite a few intriguing questions have followed. Who were the owners of the cemeteries?

Who cast and made the bronzes? What kind of stories happened several thousand years ago? ......

Today, after painstaking restoration works by professionals, over one hundred pieces of bronze
wares have come to Shanghai, an international metropolis, from Shigushan of Baoji, whose
appearance in the Shanghai Museum intends to tell people their fascinating stories through

centuries.

The exhibition Noble Life of the Zhou: Bronzes Unearthed from the Cemetery of the Western Zhou
Aristocrats at Shigushan of Baoji is just like the mysterious echo of thousands of years’ time and

the glorifying music of those past flourishing ages.

Ren Zhoufang

Director of Baoji Municipal Administration of Cultural Relics and Tourism



5

et R E Ll ER ZR T EETE 2 —, B G, S50 kil
5 L e = BT AR B RS —— G A L SR T R AE Ll
AN T,

BRPGEAG, RFEAN “FWE 2S5, FRERIFLE, BIAKA FH 2 H LAk, 20124
DA, TR ALl B A Sk A B S A T — LR RIS, AV R o AR SR G R A
AURFR R B T AR I E BT ORE, XPER s, Seft, ALk S 5 mRF 2t BA RO (A
RERLE R P I RO E, Rk AE WS RELRI, MEEE, Bk,
AR TR R E K% G KBy, IR T g b E G SR T SR A
Bt 20144E4 F, Aigk v RSB P A201348 B “2EHRE R Z—.

A E R ER N, FWSBORIAR RS SRR N O A
2, Bk A LS K TRk L G JE S B R R Ak R IR R A, IRV R
g, AR B A SRR B 3ckE . il T SR & RSO L A B 2 AR A
A1, RBEUECH KRR, “&EEE" BRI AP LRSS, 558 NE. BU;
HEAM, B4 LEERZATIRIES, LEBNIMIAZE E— RS EAREE,

B, BOUPUR R B IR s 2h |

7%’ 7 2 ANE LR



Foreword 111

As one of the important events of The 16th China Shanghai International Arts Festival, the
exhibition Noble Life of the Zhou: Bronzes Unearthed from the Cemetery of the Western Zhou
Aristocrats at Shigushan of Baoji, jointly held by Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology, Baoji
Municipal Administration of Cultural Relics and Tourism and the Shanghai Museum, finally

opens to the public here in Shanghai.

Since Han dynasty, bronzes have been continuously excavated in Baoji city of Shaanxi province,
which enjoys the reputation of “Home of Bronze Wares”. Several tombs of Western Zhou period
were found one after another at Shizuitou village on Shigu Hill (Shigushan) in Baoji after 2012,
which provide new important evidence for the studies of the archaeology and burial system
of the Western Zhou dynasty and are also valuable for the researches of the history, culture
and ritual system of that period. A group of finely-cast bronze vessels with various types have
been unearthed from the tombs. Some of the rare objects with innovative forms and elegant
patterns were discovered for the first time from archaeological excavations. In April of 2014,
the discovery of Western Zhou cemetery at Shigushan was rated as one of “China's Top 10

Archaeological Discoveries of 2013”.

As a museum of ancient Chinese art, the Shanghai Museum is well known, both home and
abroad, for its complete and exquisite collection of bronzes. This time we feel such an honor
as to have these bronze wares from the cemetery of the Western Zhou aristocrats at Shigushan
of Baoji city displayed in our museum. We would also like to extend our gratitude to Shaanxi
Provincial Administration of Cultural Heritage for its great support. The Shanghai Museum has
cooperated with the archaeological institutions of Shaanxi province for years on a few popular
exhibitions, such as The Civilization of Zhou, Qin, Han and Tang Dynasties, and Golden Age of the
Rui State: Zhou Dynasty Treasures from Hancheng, Shaanxi Province. This time we work together
once again, taking the stage of the Shanghai International Arts Festival, so we are convinced that

this exhibition will certainly offer domestic and foreign visitors an unforgettable art experience.
Finally, sincerely wish this exhibition a great success!

Chen Xiejun

Director of the Shanghai Museum
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