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A Message in Dedication for the Contribution
of Professor Ma Junlu

I feel privileged to be asked to write something in memory of Professor
Ma Junlu’s contribution as a scholar, as an administrator and as a wonderful
human being.

[ came to know Junlu in 1984, a very important encounter in my life. I
was born in Shanghai but left for Hong Kong in 1955 when I was a young boy.
I never traveled back to China until 1984 under a Canadian government
sponsored program to teach management in China. This was the year that I
went to Nankai University and I had the great fortune of teaching a group of
very bright, eager and dedicated students and Junlu was one of them.

His academic career blossomed after coming to McMaster University for
his Master’s degree in Canada. Obviously, he was among the brightest of the
bright students who were selected from a class of highly intelligent students to
pursue a Western graduate degree in Economics. I can vividly recall his
presence. He was always cheerful, smiling and nothing seemed to bother him
or make him worry. He was a quiet and subtle leader among his classmates and
peers. He had a wonderful way to organize the activities of himself and his
classmates and a great sense of humour. That was why when I found out that
he had became the Dean of College of Economics at Nankai University, I was

not at all surprised.
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He had made great progress since his returning to China after finishing his
master’s degree. He then studied under Professor Qian Rong Kun, a very well
respected scholar in Modern Finance in China. From Professor Qian he was
able to exceled and obtained his doctoral degree. With this solid foundation
and training, Junlu really worked hard and became a leading economist in
China in his field.

His research record was both wide and board and covered many important
areas of economics and finance. What is most admirable was that he started his
research when he was a graduate student in China and ended with his untimely
death in 2014. He had two pending publications in 2014 which was published
after he passed away in February of the same year.

I went through the list of his publications and noted the breadth of his
research interests and achievements. From macroeconomics policy,
government debt, currency issues, stock market volatility, banking sector
reform, foreign exchange analysis, and risk management, to mention just a few.
What impressed me the most was his ability and willingness to work with
senior colleagues, junior faculty members as well as graduate students. His
unselfish nature really showed when he worked and helped junior faculty
members and young graduate students in their early academic careers. This is
an excellent example for all of us in academics so that we have allowed
younger professionals to work with us at an early stage of their careers.

Speaking of working with younger colleagues, I was most impressed by
his vision, his dedication and his care. Recently, he managed to find funding
for two junior faculty members from his College to work with me as
Post-Doctoral Fellow. Under such dedication and vision both Dr. Zhang
Huayue and Dr. Li Zeguang came to McMaster University and worked
diligently during their fellowship. Their visits had propelled them in their

research and their appreciation of internationalization of university education.
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The entire notion of internationalization has been in the mind and the heart of
Junlu when he was the Dean of the College of Economics. Not only had he
encouraged and sent junior faculty members to go overseas but also urged
senior undergraduate students to do the same. He provided them with
opportunities to receive senior undergraduate and graduate studies in some of
the best universities in North America. This group of young scholars will
definitely become the backbone of the continuous economic reform of China
and the advancer of economic development and academic excellence.

I will be regret if I do not mention something about Junlu as a person.
He was a dedicated husband and father. He was generous to his friends, his
students and his colleagues. He was cheerful and always carried a smile on his
face. He was very respectful to his seniors. I recall a more recent visit to
Nankai University and he was able to round up all the retired senior
administrators and faculty members for a lunch get-together. Everyone spoke
very highly of Junlu, and everyone was happy that he was the Dean of the
College of Economics.

Success in life is a journey and not a destiny. Junlu, you have traveled the

journey well. We are all enriched for being part of your journey.

Dr. Man Wah Luke Chan, Ph.D., LL.D.
Professor of Finance and Business Economics
Former Associate Vice President, International Affairs

McMaster University
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