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The most easily recognizable meteorites are the iron variety, although they only repre-
sent about 5 percent of all meteorites falls. They are composed of iron and nickel along
with sulfur, carbon, and traces of other elements. Their composition is thought to be simi-
lar to that of Earth’s iron core, and indeed they might have once made up the core of a large
planetoid that disintegrated long ago. Due to their dense structure, iron meteorites have
the best chance of surviving an impact, and most are found by farmers plowing their fields.

One of the best hunting grounds for meteorites is on the glaciers of Antarctica, where
the dark stones stand out in stark contrast to the white snow and ice. When meteorites fall
on the continent, they are embedded in the moving ice sheets. At places where the glaciers
move upward against mountain ranges, meteorites are left exposed on the surface. Some of
the meteorites that have landed in Antarctica are believed to have come from the Moon and
even as far away as Mars, when large impacts blasted out chunks of material and hurled
them toward Earth.

Perhaps the world’s largest source of meteorites is the Nullarbor Plain, an area of
limestone that stretches for 400 miles along the southern coast of Western and South Aus-
tralia. The pale, smooth desert plain provides a perfect backdrop for spotting meteorites,
which are usually dark brown of black. Since very little erosion take place, the meteorites

are well preserved and are found just where they landed. Over 1,000 fragments from 150
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meteorites that fell during the last 20,000 years have been recovered. One large iron mete-
orites, called the Mundrabilla meteorite, weighed more than 11tons.

Stony meteorites, called chondrites, are the most common type and make up more
than 90 percent ofall falls. But because they are similar to Earth materials and therefore e-
rode easily, they are often difficult to find. Among the most ancient bodies in the solar sys-
tem are the carbonaceous chondrites that also contain carbon compounds that might have
been the precursors of life on Earth.

1. Where can we find meteorites easily? '

[A] In the fields. [B] On the mountain ranges.
[C] In the plains of Australia. [D] On the glaciers of Antarctica.
2. The word “stark” (in line 2, paragraph 2) can be replaced by.
[A] strong [B] strict [C] complete A [D] sharp
3. Which title suits this passage best?
[A] Classification of Meteorites [B] Where to find meteorites?
€] Characteristics of Meteorites [D] Where do meteorites come from?

4, In what aspect, is Null arbor Plain similar to Antarctica glaciers?

[A] Its size. [B] Its height. [C] Its color. [D] Its location.

5. Which of the following statements is NOT true?

[A] Meteorites are composed of almost the same elements.
[B] Iron meteorites are harder than stony meteorites.
[C] Meteorites in Antarctica are something from planets.

[D] Carbon compounds may be the ancestors of life on Earth.
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For years, the towering buttes along Interstate 40 in Arizona were surpassed in majes-
ty only by the desert’s night sky—a ceiling of ink glittering with stars and frosted with iri-
descent wisps of Milky Way. Today, however, the once pristine views from 1-40 and vari-
ous scenic byways across the U. S. are being whitewashed by floodlit roadside businesses
whose commercial glow obscures the heavenly lights.

“The stars are an endangered species,” complains Wini Brewer, a Morongo Valley,
Calif. Artist who purchased five acres of desert property for its starry vista in 1996 but is
now mired in squabbles with the owners of what she considers grossly over-lit homes and
businesses. “Ruining the sky”, she says, “is no different from ruining the view of Yosemi-
te. ”Light pollution, a term coined by astronomers trying to protect mountaintop telescopes
from the encroaching glare of urban sprawl, is fast becoming a national concern. Legisla-
tion to “bag the beam,” as one campaign refers to it, is pending in four states, including
New York and Massachusetts. Last summer Texas and New Mexico enacted tough laws to
restrict outdoor light, and just last week officials in Fauquier County, Va., joining
hundreds of regional enforcement efforts, voted unanimously in favor of similar restric-
tions. Even Inuits living more than 300k north of the Arctic Circle have reportedly begun
to complain about the lights. 3

Thanks in part to the publicity surrounding Comet Hale-Bopp and other heavily hyped
celestial events, “light pollution went from a non-issue to something that’s on everyone’s
mind,” says Maryann Arrien, a documentary-film maker and an amateur astronomer in
Putnam Valley, N. Y. Efforts to curb light pollution are under way from the Australian
Outback to Britain’s Sherwood Forest, according to the International Dark-Sky Association
(I.D. A. ), which boasts 3,600members in 70 countries.

The lights won’t wink ont without a fight. Homeowners view brightly lighted streets
as a crime deterrent and tend to feel more secure when their property shines like a Holly-
wood stage set. And business owners who pump a lot of money into outdoor signage insist
that increased wattage is frequently all that sets them apart from the competition.

But there is such a thing as shining too much light on a subject. The Illuminating En-
gineering Society of North America studied commercial lighting and concluded that many
companies use five times the amount of light necessary for effective marketing. “Business

lights gre out of control,” says Nancy Clanton, a lighting designer who helped the 1. E. S.
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draft new guidelines recommending that outdoor lighting be reduced as much as 80%.
Anti-light activists say it’s possible to fight crime in residential areas without whiting
out the sky. “We're not suggesting you live in the dark. We're saying it’s time to keep

»

lights on the ground where we need them,” says Tim Hunter, co-founder of the I. D. A. ,
who contends that at least 30 % of all light is needlessly cast into the sky. Indeed, the solu-
tion to many light-pollution problems may be as absurdly simple as putting shields around
outdoor bulbs to prevent their beams from traveling above the horizon.
1. What is the passage mainly about?

[A] new methods for light pollution [B] business lighting

[C] the problem of light pollution [D] the stars are endangered
2. What does the word “bag”(in line®, paragraph)mean?

[A] a container used for storing items [B] to put into or as if into a bag

[C] to cause to bulge like a pouch [D] to hang loosely
3. Who does not complain about the light?

[A] Inuits [B] Businessmen [C] Wini Brewer [D] Astronomers
4. Which of the followings dose not contribute to the awareness of people to light pol-

lution?

[A] the publicity surrounding Comet Hale-Bopp

[B] other heavily-hyped celestial events

[C] some personal anti-light activities

[D] the development of business
5. What does anti-light pollution mean?

[A] businessmen should turn off the light

[B] people should live in the dark

[C] people should turn off the light and save electricity

[D] People should prevent light beams from traveling too far
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If you intend using humor in your talk to make people smile, you must know how to i-
dentify shared experiences and problems. Your humor must be relevant to the audience and
should help to show them that you are one of them or that you understand their situation
and are in sympathy with their point of view. Depending on whom you are addressing, the
problems will be different. If you are talking to a group of managers, you may refer to the
disorganized methods of their secretaries; alternatively if you are addressing secretaries,
you may want to comment on their disorganized bosses.

Here is an example, which I heard at a nurses’ convention, of a story which works
well because the audience all shared the same view of doctors. A man arrives in heaven and
is being shown around by St. Peter. He sees wonderful accommodations, beautiful gar-
dens, sunny weather, and so on. Everyone is very peaceful, polite and friendly until, wait-
ing in a line for lunch, the new arrival is suddenly pushed aside by a man in a white coat,
who rushes to the head of the line, grabs his food and stomps over to a table by himself
“Who is that?” the new arrival asked St. Peter. “Oh, that’s God,” came the reply, “but
sometimes he thinks he’s a doctor.”

If you are part of the group which you are addressing, you will be in a position to
know the experiences and problems which are common to all of you and it’ll be appropriate
for you to make a passing remark about the inedible canteen food or the chairman’s notori-
ous bad taste in ties. With other audiences you mustn’t attempt to cut in with humor as
they will resent an outsider making disparaging remarks about their canteen or their chair-
man. You will be on safer ground if you stick to scapegoats like the Post Office or the tele-
phone system.

If you feel awkward being humorous, you must practice so that it becomes more natu-
ral. Include a few casual and apparently off-the-cuff remarks which you can deliver in a re-
laxed and unforced manner. Often it’s the delivery which causes the audience to smile, so
speak slowly and remember that a raised eyebrow or an unbelieving look may help to show
that you are making a light-hearted remark.

Look for the humor. It often comes from the unexpected. A twist on a familiar quote
“If at first you don’t succeed, give' up” or a play on words or on a situation. Search for ex-
aggeration and understatements. Look at your talk and pick out a few words or sentences
which you can turn about and inject with humor. ’

1. To make your humor work, you should A

[A] take advantage of different kinds of audience
[B] make fun of the disorganized people



