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Diagram
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Server’s path of ball
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Receiver’s path of ball
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End line court
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Racket and ball at contact
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Chapter 1 The Evolutionary History
of Table Tennis

$—% ERNIHNREE

SECTION 1 THE ORIGIN £—% EEBK

OF TABLE TENNIS

The history of table tennis
the evolution of its

Table which
originated in the United Kingdom in
the 19

from tennis.

parallels
equipment. tennis,

late century, developed

Some British college
the

lawn tennis into the dining table

students attempted to move
because of its rainy weather. They
developed the game as an indoor
version of tennis, which was
originally called Gossima or Flim-
Flam. Without any unified rules,
the game was played on dining tables
The

equipment was also much different

as an after-dinner entertainment.

from the one that is used today.

People played with long handed

and oval-shaped rackets covered with
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parchment and ball of cork and FARBRA M KN,

rubber. Nevertheless, the bounce
was too wild with rubber balls, too

poor with cork balls.

Figure 1.1.1 Gossima(@E 1.1.1 X&)

Figure 1.1.2 Flim-Flam(E 1.1.2 3BFB—HH1H)

Circa 1900, James Gibb, a
British, introduced into the game a
ball that was made from celluloid.
The celluloid ball was found to be
the perfect ball for the game, which

became an instant success. With the

K HE 1900 4, F i
2 £E W - o A i 3K
NG|t T — b il 3F B B b
FBHE B A Bk . RIRK K K
B F BRAR GE & H T 2
BRELFE, WIEEH 20 4 20
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rapid diffusion of the celluloid ball
in the 1920s, the game gradually
began to be accepted. Also, the
game is named “Ping Pong” by the
of celluloid ball
bouncing off the drum rackets.
After World War [ , the game

clubs

specific sound

began to grow in sport
throughout Europe and many table
tennis associations were formed in
In 1926, the
International Table Tennis Federation
(ITTF) was founded in Berlin, Ivor

Montagu, regarded as “the father of

European countries.

table tennis”, was elected the first
ITTF president. In the same year,
the

were held in London. As the most

First World Championships

reputable table tennis competition
the the World
Championships so far had been held
51 sessions by 2011.

around world .,
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Figure 1.1.3 Ivor Montagu
(E1.1.3 % - KiEd)
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