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Abstract: It is the most important period of Chinese Buddhism and Buddhist temple construction
since the year of 581 AD to the year of 907 AD. It is the so called Sui and Tang Dynasties. During this 300
years the Chinese Buddhism and Buddhist temple construction reached its highest point. There were more
than 10 Buddhist groups in this time. As the emperor cared the Buddhism very much, there were many
nationally constructed Buddhist temples during this period. There were 3792 Buddhist temples in Sui dynasty
and 5358 Buddhist temples in the heyday of Tang Dynasty. After the period of troublous of An Lushan and
Shi Siming, there were still 4600 Buddhist temples in the later-Tang period. It is important that the Buddhist
temple in Tang Dynasty had become finalizing its design in plan. The two sutras of Zhi Huan Temple Plan
and Jie Tan Temple Plan that Tang monk Dao Xuan wrote had described the standard plan of Tang period
Buddhist temple. The plan had must influenced the temple development in Tang Dynasty. It reached the
highest point in the scale of Buddhist temple, as well as the construction of multi-storied building and the
courtyard arrangement. There had built many Buddhist temples with large size and huge scale. The largest
temple in Tang Dynasty had arranged with 120 courtyards and several thousands of rooms. We could hardly

see such a big Buddhist temple after Tang Dynasty.
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