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Foreword,

Deep in the forest of the Greater Khingan Mountains in northern China dwells the Alougoya Fvenks,
a tribe of hunters, gatherers, and reindeer herder. Now the Evenks’ traditional life has changed greatly
through a series of significant moves, especially after they stopped hunting in 2003. But the Alougoya
reindeer is still thriving and breeding in the widespread forest and remains an important factor of the
Alougoya’s living style. And the Greater Khingan Mountains with this tribe and these reindeers becomes an

ancient and mysterious landscape for those who want to return to nature and experience carly living style.

Alougoya means ‘a place of poplar woods’” in Evenki. This romantic name, along with the Evenks
herders and reindeer, makes up a charming old story for those urban residents surfing internet in a cafe.
However, any image from far distance may be a misery picture from exaggerating of freezing temperature
or widespread mosquitoes, may be a romantic tale as a result of overlooking the environment lacking of
electricity, drinking water and communication facilities. In reality, in the very Alougoya region, like elsewhere
habitat on the planet, is rich in rhythm but not a poem, romance following rough condition. The Alougoya
Fivenks are sparing in speech, simple and quiet just like their most cherished companion, the reindeer. Tt has
been a major challenge to keep their traditional lifestyle in the woods and still benefit from technological

advances at the same time for this tribe during the past decades.

Almost all the nations have been going through the conflicts and fusions between the tradition and
modern. No matter how much unrest and struggling these nations have been through, they are unable to
resist the changes that still are taking places. In this globalization era, the last virgin place will be forced to

open. The confrontation between old and new is inevitable following the influx and changes, absorbing

and merging of outside elements. To accept or to refuse? From a macro-scale point of view, the Chinese
people are on the same surging path. There is no choice but going forward for any people or any group.
For example, people from the agriculture society can never trace back into their poetic country life pattern.

Alougoya, you are not alone.

As the same to the reindeer, the challenge of changing environment is unavoidable. Nevertheless, their
intimate connection to their herders remains and they are becoming an essential component to the diversity
of modern civilization society. Especially for modern China, the Alougoya reindeer provide a special
window for people to see the loveliness of ecological civilization. Alougoya in the far northern China, not
only becomes the fairy rales” hometown in travelers’ eyes, but also becomes a source of inspiration for

literary and art creation.

The vicissitudes of history as well as the bright future are both witnessed by the glassy eyes of

Alougoya reindeer.

Song Xiujian
2013.5
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The reindeer is a species mostly found in Arctic and Subarctic region. It is mainly distributed in

r herding is

North Europe, North America, Russia, Mongolia, and China. The history of reinde
longer than those of other animals. Nowadays, more than 20 nations and 100, 000 people are
herding reindeer, adding to a total number of about 250 million. In China, reindeer is grouped in the
Genhe, Hulunbuir City, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. This area is composed of luxuriant

forests and rushing rivers. They can be found on the western slopes of northern Greater Khingan

Mountains.







1g 22 D ANA
w|R RIH

Photograph  Mi Shaolin
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Currently, around 1220 reindeers are living

in Genhe, grazed by Alougoya Livenks. They
moved southward here from the Lena River
basin about 300 years ago. As their long-living
in deep forest on hunting and herding, rarely
influenced by outside world, their lifestyle and
social structure remain in the gentile and clan
community stage of the later primitive society.

Thus they are called ‘reindeer herding tribe’.
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Photograph Yu Yuntian
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Endowed with a gentle temper, the reindeer
is also called a ‘auspicious beast’.
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