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Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

CHAPTER ONE
Falling Through the Rabbit Hole

I t was the middle of the day one summer when Alice,
sitting lazily at the edge of the river bank with her
sister, became very tired. There was nothing happening and
nothing to do. A couple of times she stole a quick look at the
book her sister was reading, but it wasn’t very interesting, as it
had no pictures to look at or interesting conversations to follow.
“And what’s the use of a book,” thought Alice, “ without
pictures? What’s a book if there’s no conversation?”

She was trying to decide (it was difficult for her because
the hot summer day was not making her feel like making a de-
cision but very sleepy instead) if she wanted to get up and
pick some small wildflowers to make a necklace, when all of a
sudden a White Rabbit with eyes quickly ran past her.

There was nothing so terribly unusual in that.

Neither did Alice think it very remarkable to hear the
Rabbit say to himself as he sped past, “Oh, dear! Oh, dear!
I’m late, ’'m late, for a very important date.”

Thinking about it afterwards, it did occur to her that she
ought to have wondered about hearing a White Rabbit saying
he was late for a date, but at the time, it all seemed quite nat-
ural and didn’t occur to her in the least.

But then the Rabbit took a small gold watch out of his
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Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

coat pocket, looked at the time, and hurried on. Seeing this,
Alice jumped to her feet in a flash. For she suddenly realized
she had never before seen a rabbit with either a coat pocket or
a gold watch to take out of it.

Burning with curiosity, she ran away from the riverbank
and across the field to chase after him. She caught up just in
time to see the Rabbit jump down a large rabbit hole that was
under a low-hanging bush.

Without stopping to think, Alice jumped in the hole after
him. She didn’t even stop to consider where the hole might go
or how in the world she would or if she could, get out of it
again.

The dark rabbit hole went straight ahead like a tunnel, the
way that rabbit holes do, for quite a while. Then the tunnel
suddenly dropped straight down into a deep well. Alice, without
any time to even think about stopping herself, fell down and
further down the well.

It could have been that the well was very deep or that Al-
ice fell very slowly, for she had plenty of time during her fall to
not only look at her surroundings, but also wonder what was
going to happen to her next.

At first, Alice tried to look down and make out the bottom
of the well and when she was going to stop falling. But it was
too dark to see anything. So she looked up, but this was just as
dark and then she got confused about whether she was looking

up or down, so she decided to look at the sides of the well.
4
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