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Preface

In the history of Sino-foreign Buddhist cultural relations, Luoyang has undoubtedly
played a pioneering and far-reaching role. Cai Yin and Qin Jing who went to the West,
Kasyapa-Matanga and Gobharana coming to the East, the Baima Temple where sutras were
brought to on the back of a white horse, and the palm-leaves with Buddhist scriptures kept in
the Lantai Library are all historical facts deeply related with Luoyang that embody a founding
cultural meaning, and do show the very first traces of the spreading of the Indian religion into
China.

At the beginning of the fourth century, there were forty-two monasteries in Luoyang.
When the Northern Wei moved their capital to Luoyang, “there was an increase in the
number of Buddhist converts and those who lectured on Dharma. Princes, dukes, and
ranking officials donated such valuable things as elephants and horses, as generously as if
they were slipping shoes from off their feet. The people and wealthy families parted with their
treasures as easily as with forgotten rubbish. As a result, Buddhist temples were built side
by side, and stapas rose up in row after row. People competed among themselves in making
or copying the Buddha’s portraits. Golden stiipas matched the imperial observatory in height,
and Buddhist lecture halls were as magnificent as the ostentatiously wasteful Epang of the
Qin dynasty. Indeed, Buddhist activity was so intense that it was not merely a matter of
clothing wooden [ figures | in silk or painting earthen [ idols] in rich colors. ” (&¥, &3
5% B ™ A Record of Buddhist Monasteries in Lo-yang, translated by Yi-t'ung Wang,
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984, pp. 5-6) . Luoyang at that time had “one

thousand three hundred sixty-seven temples and monasteries. After the moving of the capital
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to the city of Ye in the first year of the Tianping period (534), four hundred twenty-one
temples and monasteries still remained in Luoyang. ” (&, % SCHEHE A A Record of
Buddhist Monastertes in Lo-yang, p.246. ) . In the long and varied history of Buddhism in
feudal China, Luoyang has indeed represented a huge social stage for those cultural
activities.

Under the Tang Dynasty (618-907), Luoyang continued her leading cultural role in
Chinese feudal society thanks to her status as Eastern capital within the two capital system.
Buddhism was in fact one of the most dynamic forces among the ideologies that shaped
Chinese society at that time, and consequently it played a key role in re-shaping Chinese
social consciousness. In particular, Empress Wu adopted Buddhist religious thought in order
to give start to a new era of political and religious fervour. During this period, epitomized by
the Longmen grottoes, local achievements of Buddhist culture in China once again made the
Luoyang area a brilliant example of a complex humanistic cultural environment. The western
customs so much praised in Buddhist monasteries and temples re-gained popularity
penetrating the everyday life of both the court and the commoners.

Academic research has already shown that over 140 monasteries and temples are attested
in the Luoyang area during the Tang Dynasty. Hence, together with the monasteries in
Chang’an, they represent an extremely rich legacy in the history of Oriental culture, worth
being examined with a rational approach. Such a historical analysis can greatly contribute to
the assessment of the ideologies pertaining the real life of ancient and modern China. And
more importantly, they shed light on Buddhism in the two Tang capitals, and reflect the
charming allusions to political plots so frequent in the superstructures of the Middle Ancient
Period (3-10 C. ) .

Seeing it from the perspective of cultural history, as far back as the end of the Northern
Wei (386-534) Yang Xianzhi’s (? -555) A Record of Buddhist Monasteries in Luoyang
( Luoyang qielanji) has given us detailed historical accounts on the cultural configurations of
Buddhist monasteries in the Chinese Central Plain. Afterwards, other sources have left us
precious information on the Buddhist monasteries of Chinese capitals during the Middle
Ancient Period, such as the anonymous Record of Buddhist Monasteries in the Liang Capital

(Liang jing si ji) (E one juan, related with the Southern Dynasty capital Jiankang, T.
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vol. 51 n. 2094), Yancong’s (557-610) Record of the Buddhist Monasteries of the Capitals
of the Great Tang ( Da Tang jing si lu zhuan) (¥ ten juan, lost, title recorded in Xin Tang
shu 59.1527), Wei Shu’s (? -757) New Record of the Two Capitals ( Liang jing xin ji)
(#E five juan, see Hiraoka Takeo (ed. ), Todai no Chéan to Rakuyo, Tang Civilization
Reference Series 5-7, 1956) , Song Minqiu’s (1019-1079) Gazetteer of Chang’an ( Chang’an
zhi) (#F twenty juan, Siku quanshu vol. 587, also in Hiraoka Takeo (ed. ), Todai no
Chéan to Rakuya, T'ang Civilization Reference Series 5-7, 1956) , the anonymous Gazetteer
of Henan ( Henan zhi) (¥ collated by Xu Song, Yongle dadian. , Beijing: Zhonghua
shuju, 1994 ) ; and Xu Song’s (1781-1848) Study on the Districts of the Two Tang Capitals
(Tang liang jing chengfang kao) ( it 109 Chang’an Monasteries Recorded, Beijing:
Zhonghua shuju, 1985) .

In recent times, both Chinese and foreign historians of Buddhism like Ono Katsutoshi,
Zhang Gong, Jing Yali, Liu Lianfang, Li Fangmin and others have put great passion in the
collection of historical data on the Buddhist monasteries of the Middle Ancient Period
achieving important results. [ ¥ see Ono Katsutoshi, Chiigoku Zui To Chéan jiin shirye
shaset, Kyoto, Hozokan, 1989; Zhang Gong, Han Tang fosi wenhuashi, Beijing:
Zhongguo shehui kexue chubanshe, 1997; Jing Yali and Liu Lianfang, “Sui Daxingcheng
fosi ji liie,” in Xi’an beilin bowuguan (ed. ), Beilin jikan no. 9, Xi’an: Shaanxi renmin
meishu chubanshe, 2003, pp. 117-128; Li Fangmin, Tang Wudai fosi ji kao, Beijing:
Shangwu yinshuguan, 2006 |

Among the various research contributions, the massive work by Prof. Ono Chigoku Zui
To Choan jiin shiryo shisei is arranged according to one “data section” (shiryé hen) , and
one “explicative section” ( kaisetsu hen ), thus providing comprehensive collected and
interpreted data for the historical and cultural facts involved with the Buddhist monasteries in
Chang’an. Not only has his hard-working research produced outstanding results for the
comprehension of Buddhism in one of the two Tang capitals, it has also provided useful
inspiration to other collegues for continuing research in the field.

On the basis that the “two capitals formula” has had a key political function for the
development of Chinese culture during the Tang Dynasty, and by recalling the whole idea of

the history of Chinese Buddhism and its research achievements, the author believes that it is
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necessary to follow the steps of previous scholars and bring research up to date. Thankfully,
during various decades of fieldwork at the Research Institute of the Longmen Grottoes, I have
kept the habit of collecting information on local Buddhism. Therefore, it is my hope that this
manuscript of mine, nearly two million characters long, may contribute to partly fill this
vacuum in the field of Chinese cultural history.

The volume that I offer to the public was originally conceived as a specific publication
focused on collecting historical data on the Buddhist monasteries in Luoyang. Yet, the
collation of such data does also reflect the complex and multi-folded worship of Buddhism in
the Longmen area during the Middle Ancient Period. Hence, these historical materials can
be also viewed as a primary source for the understanding of the historical and cultural context
of the Longmen grottoes as well of those subtler aspects related with the religious and social
dimension of Chinese Buddhism.

As I got closer to the publication of the manuscript, 1 decided to dedicate these
memories to the reader, in the hope that both old and young scholars may come across this

book and provide me with their valuable teachings.

ZHANG NAIZHU
Luoyang, 20 June 2010

Library of the Research Institute of the Longmen Grottoes
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