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ACT I
A ROOM IN THE MAYOR'S HOUSE

The Mayor, the Charity Commissioner, the School Inspector, the
Judge, the Police Superintendent, the Doctor, two Policemen.

The Mayor. I have called you together,’ gentlemen, to
communicate to you a most unpleasant piece of news:*
an Inspector is coming to visit us. -

Ammos. An Inspector?

Artemy. An Inspector?

The Mayor. A Government Inspector. frem Petersburg,
incognito;® and with seeret orders.*

Ammos. That’s a pleasant surprise!

Artemy. As though we hadn’t trouble enough!®

Luka. Good heavens!® And with seeret orders!

The Mayor. I had a sort o foreboding of it:” all night
long I was dreaming' of two extraordinary rats. I assure:
you I never saw rats like them: black and unnaturally
large! They came and sniffed about® — and went away.
Here, I'll read you the letter I've received from Andrey
Ivanoviteh Techmyhov, whom you know, Artemy Filippo-
viteh. This is what he writes:® ‘Dear friend and bene-
factor!” (mutters in an undertone, hastily looking through:
the letter)’® ‘and to inform you’ +:++-- Ah, here it is: ‘I
hasten to inform you, among other things,’* that am
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official has arrived with instruetions to inspeset the whole
provinece, and especially our distriet (lifts up his finger
significantly). I have learned this from the most reliable
sources,” though he passes himself off for a private
person.? As I know that you have your little failings?
like everybody else, for you are a sensible* man and
don’t like to let things slip through your fingers’® «::.-
(pausing) well, we are all friends here -+« ‘I advise you
to take steps in time,® for he may arrive any minute,
if, indeed, he has not come already and is not Iiving
among you incognito. -+*-- Yesterday I +-++++” well, here
he goes on to family affairs, ‘my sister Anna Kirillovna
and her husband have eome to stay with us; Ivan Kiril-
loviteh has grown muech stouter, and is always playing
the fiddle’ +e+--- and so on and so on.” So that’s the
position!®

Ammos. Yes, it’s an extraordinary position, simply ex-
traordinary. There must be some reason for it.

Luka. What is it for, Anton Antonoviteh, how do you
account for it?®* Why should an Inspector come here?
The Mayor. What for! It seems it was to be.!® (with a
sigh). Hitherto, and thank Gcd for it, they have  pried

into other towns,’ now our turn has come.’?

Ammos . I imagine, Anton Antonoviteh, that there is a
subtle’® and chiefly politieal reason. I’ll tell you what "
it means: Russia ++++** yes +» - is meaning to go to war,**
and the ministers, you see, have sent an official to
find out whetler there is any treason here.

The Mayor. Pooh, what next]®® And you a sensible. man,
too! - Treason in a distriet town! Is it on the frontier;
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pray?’ Why, vou might gallop for three years and not
reach zny foreign country.

_Ammos. No, I tell you, you are wrong there? -+ you
are s+ they have all sorts of schemes in Petersburgs
they may be far away, but they take stock of® every-
thing. ; :

“The Mayor. They may or they may not: anyway,” I have
warned you, gentlemen. Mind you,* I have taken measures
in my own department,” and I advise you to do the
same. And especially you, Artemy Filippoviteh! Our
visitor is pretty certain to want to inspect the charitable
institutions under your supervision first of all,® and so
you take care that everything is as it should bei see
that the nighteaps are elean and that the patients don’t
look like sweeps,® as they do on ordinary days.

_Artemy.' Oh, that’s no great matter. Of course they can
put on clean nighteaps.

‘The Mayor. Yes; and over every bed put an inserip-
tion in Latin or some other language -+ that’s for. you
to decide,’ Christian Ivanovitch «----* the name of each
disease, when each patient was taken ill, the day of the
week and the month. «+ It’s a pity’® your patients smoke
cuch strong tobaceo that it makes one sneeze when one
goes in. And it would be better if there were fewer of
them:'* he will suspect at once that there is something
wrong with the management,’> or that the doector does
not know his business. :

;Artemy. Oh, as to doctoring, Christian Ivanovitech and I
eame to the conclusion’® long ago that the nearer to
nature the better’* — we don’t make use of?® expensive
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medicines. They are simple people: if they die, they’IT
die anyhow; if they recover, they recover anyhow. And
it would be difficult for Christian Ivanoviteh to interview
the patients: he does not know a word of Russian.
(Hubnsr emits a sound intermediate between e and a).

The Mayor. I should advise you too, Ammos Fyodoroviteh
to look after' the law-court. In the hall where the app-
licants ecome with complaints and petitions the porters
have taken to? keeping geese with a lot of* young
goslings, which are always waddling about under one’s
fest. Of course poultry-keeping® is a most laudable
pursuit,” and why shouldn’t the porter keep them? Only
it’s not the thing,* you know, in a public office «+:* I
meant to mention it to you before,” but I always forgot
it somehow. '

Ammes. I’ll order them all to be taken to my kitehen
to-day. Won’t® you ecome to dinner with me?

The Maycr. It’s a pity, too, that you have all sorts of
rubbish hanging up to dry® in the eourt itself, and the-
re’s a hunting-whip on the top of the case where deeds’®
are kept. I know you are fond of sport, but it would
be befter to take it away for a time, and when the
Inspector has gone you ean hang it up again if you like.
And then your Assessor too s+-+ of course he is a man
who understands his business, but he smells as though
he hal just come out of a distillery —that’s not the
thing either.” - I meant to speak about it long ago, but
my attention was always called off to something else,’®
I don’t know what. Something can be done for it*® if,
as he says, it is his natural smell: he might be advised
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10 try onion or garlic or something. Christian Ivanovitch
might give him some drug for it.
(Hubner gives vent to' the same inarticulate sound.)

Ammos. No, there is no getting over it:2 he says his
nurse dropped him as a baby and he has smelt a little
of vodka® ever since.

The Mayor. Oh well, I only just mentioned it. As for
the way that the business of the court is conducted,
and what Andrey Ivanoviteh in his letter calls ‘failings,’
I can say nothing. And indeed, what is there to say?!
There is no.man entirely free from sin.® e+ That is
ordained® by God Himself, and it is no use the Volta-
irians disputing it.

Ammos. What do you mean by sin, Anton Antonoviteh?
There are sins and sins. 1 tell every one openly that I
take bribes, but what bribes? Wolfhound puppies. That’s
a very different matter.

The Mayor. Well, puppies or anything else, it’s bribes
just the same.” '

Ammos. Oh no, Anton Antonoviteh. If a man takes a fur
coat worth five hundred roubles or a shawl for his wife

The Mayor. Well, what of it® if the only bribes you take
are puppies? You don’t believe in God: you never go to
chureh; while I am firm in the faith. anyway, and go
to church every Sunday. But you :----- oh, I know you:
when you begin talking about the creation of the world,
it makes my hair stand on end.

Ammos. But I came to my views of myself, by my own
thinking.?
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The Masor. Wel!, in some eases too nueh thinking is
worse than none at all. I spoke of the distriet court —
but there, to tell the truth! it is not likely? that any
one will peep into it;® it’s a spot to be envied indeed,
it’s under the special protection of Providence. But you.
Luka Lukiteh, as the Inspector of Sehools, must be par-
ticularly careful about the teachers. Of course they are
learned men and have been educated at all sorts of col-
leges, but they have very strange peculiaritics, naturally,
inseparable from their vocation. One of them, for ins-
tance, the one with a fat face *«<++« I ean’t recollect his
name, never seemS able to go into his desk without
making a grimace like this (makes a grimace) and then
begins smoothing his beard from under his cravat. Of
course, if he makes a face like that at one of the boys
it does not matter;* it may be neeessary, I can’t judge;
but just think if he does it to a visitor — that might be
a dreadful thing: the Inspector or some one else might
think it was meant for him. Goodness only knows what
it might lead to.°

Luka. What am I to do with him? I’ve spoken to him
over and over again. Only the other day, when our
marshal of nobility came into the elass-room, he made a2
face worse than anything I’ve ever seen. He did it with
the best intention, but I got a talking-to® for letting
free-thinking notions be put into the boys’ heads.

The Mayor. And I must say a word to you about the his-
tory teacher. He is a brainy fellow, one can see, and
has any amount of learning, but he lectures with such
fervour that he forgets himself.” 1 heard him once: so
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long as he was talking about the Assyrians and the
Babylonians it was not so bad, but when he came to
Alexander the Great, I can’t desecribe how he went on.?
I thought the house was on fire,” I did indeed! He jum-
ped out of his desk and ‘banged a chair on the floor
with all his might. Of course Alexander the Great was
2 hero, but why smash the chairs? It’s destroying Go-
vernment property.

Luka. Yes, he is excitable. I’ve mentioned it to him
several times. He answers: ‘You may say what ys¥ like,
but in the cause of learning? I am ready to give my life.”.

The Mayvor. Yes, such is the mysterious dispensation® of
Providence; clever men are either drunkards or they
make such faces that you don’t know where to look.

Luka. 1 wouldn’t wish my worst enemy to serve in the
department of edueation! One is afraid of every one:
every one interferes, every one wants to show what a
clever person.he is.

The Mayor. There would be nothing to mind — but it’s
the damnable incognito! He’ll look in all of a sudden:*
‘Abhal so you are here, my pets! And who is Judge here?’
he will say. ‘Lyapkin-Tyapkin.” — ‘Hand him over! And.-
who is Charitv Commissioner?’ — “Zemlyanika.” — ‘Hand.
him over!” That’s what’s so awful!

(Enters the Postmaster.)

Thke Postmas‘er. Do explain, gentlenen, what’s this, what
official’s coming?

The Mayor. Why, haven’t you heard?

The Postmaster. I have heard from Pyotr Ivanoviteh Bob-
chinsky. He was in the post office just now.
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“The Mayor. Well, what do you thinx about it?

‘The Postmaster. What do I think? There’ll bz war with
the Turks.

Ammos. My very words!’ Just what I thought.

‘The Mayor. Yes, you're both ecompletely out of it!2

‘The Postmaster. Indeed. but it’s war with the Turks.
It’s all those nasty French.

‘The Mayor. War with the Turks! It’s we who are gcing
to ecateh it,® not the Turks. That’s certain— I have a
letter. ]

‘The Postmaster. Oh, in that case, there won’t be war
with the Turks.

‘The Mayor. Well, what do you say, Ivan Kuzmitch?

The Postmaster. What do I matter? How about you, An-
ton Antonoviteh?

“The Mayor. Me? Well, I'm not alarmed —but there, just
a bit. eeceee The shopkeepers and townspeople make me
uneasy. They say I am the plague of their lives;* though
God is my witness, if I have taken something here and
there, it has been with no ill-feeling. Indeed. I faney
seaves (takes him by the arm and leads him aside) ++- - I
wonder whether there hasn’t been some seeret report
.against me. Why should an Inspector be sent to us?
Listen, Ivan Kuzmiteh, couldn’t you, for our common
benefit, just unseal and read every letter which reaches
your post office, going or coming; just to see whether
there is any tale-bearing® or ¢orrespondenee going on. If
not, you ean seal it up again; or, indeed, you can deliver
it open.

‘The Postmaster. I know, I know. *+=-:« You need not teach
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