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The word delicate in the passage is closest in meaning to
O fragie
O predictable
O complex
O valuable

fgoone

[ e e TR
nto the tiniest soll spacas, sealing them and producing a surface that afiows v
little water penetration. Water absorption is greatly reduced, consequently rund
increased, resulting in accelerated erosion rates. The gradual drying of the sof
caused by its diminished ability to absorb water results in the further loss of
vegetation, S0 that a cycle of progressive surface detenoration is established

In some regions, the increase in desert areas IS occurmng largely as the
result of a trend toward dner ckmatc conditons. Continued gradual giobal war]
has produced an increase in andity for Some areas over the past few thousang
years The process may be accelerated in subsequent decades if giobal warm]
resuling from air pollution senously increases

There is little doubt, however, that desertification in most areas results
primanly from human activities rather than natural processes The semiand lan|
bordenng the deserts exst in a delicate ecological baiance and are limited in
potential to adjust to increased emaronmental pressures. Expanding poputatof
are subjecting the land to increasing pressures to provide them with food and
In wet periods, the land may be able to respond to these stresses Duning the
periods that are common phenomena along the desert margins, though, the
pressure on the land is often far in excess of its diminished capacity, and
desertfication results

Four specific activities have been identified as major contrnibutors to the
desentificaton processes overcultivation, overgrazing, firewood gathenng, and
ovenmgation. The cultivation of crops has expanded progressively drier regior
population densities have grown. These regions are especially likely to have
penods of severe dryness, so that crop failures are commen. Since the raising
most creps necessitates the pnor | of the natural 1, crop falur
leave extensive tracts of land devoid of a plant cover and susceptible to wand 4
waler erosion

The raising of kvestock is @ major economic activity in semiand lands,
where grasses are generally the domnant type of natural vegetation. The
consequences of an excessive number of ivestock grazing in an area are the
reduction of the vegetaton cover and the trampling and pulvenzaton of the soi
Thus 15 usually followed by the dryng of the soll and accelerated erosion

Firewood 15 the chief fuel used for cooling and heating in marny countn
The increased pressures of expanding populations have led to the removal of
woody piants so that many ciies and towns are surrounded by large areas
completely lacking in rees and shrubs. The increasing use of dned ammal wai
as a substtute fuel has also hurt the sail because this valuable soil conditioner]
source of piant nutnents 1s no longer being retumed to the fand

The final major human cause of desertification is soil salinzation resulti
from ovenmgation. Excess water from imgation sinks down into the water tabiy
no drainage System exsts, the water table nses, bringing dissolved salts to the
surface The water evaporates and the salts are left behind, creating a white ¢
layer that prevents air and water from reaching the underiing soil

The extreme seriousness of desertification resutts from the vast areas
land and the tremendous numbers of people affected, as well as from the grea
difficulty of reversing or even slowang the process Once the soil has been rerm
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Reading Section Format

Length of Each Passage Number of Passages and Questions Timing

Approximately 700 words 3 ~4 passages 60 ~80 minutes

12 ~14 questions per passage
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Electricity from Wind

Since 1980, the use of wind to produce electricity has been growing rapidly. In 1994 there

were nearly 20, 000 wind turbines worldwide, most grouped in clusters called wind farms that

5



