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PREFACE

In the early Western Zhou Dynasty, the two older princes gave up their right to the throne, came to the southern
wild land and built the Wu Kingdom. After about twenty kings, the kingdom became an important power in the
Spring and Autumn Period. The kingdom came to its summit in the reign of King Helu. He appointed Wu Zixu to
design the Great Helu City and fought with big kingdoms. But soon his son, King Fuchai was defeated by King
Goujian of Yue Kingdom and Wu Kingdom broke down.

People from Wu Kingdom advocated militarism, and valued swords even over their lives. Ganjiang, Moye,
Yuchang, Zhanlu were all renowned swords from Wu Kingdom. Wu Weapons were well-known for their exquisite
craft and fine quality, and the most eminent was Wu Gou, a hook-type sword of Wu Kingdom. Afterwards, literati
used Wu Gou to refer to fine weapons, and glorified with many famous poems. The great poet Li He from the Tang
Dynasty said, “Why don’t ambitious men take Wu Gou, to resume the occupied land!” In recent years, there has been
over 100 weapons from Wu Kingdom unearthed, but regrettably none was unearthed in Suzhou.

Mr. Wang Zhenhua and his wife Mrs. Wang Shuhua, the owners of Guyuege, have been collecting and
researching ancient bronze wares of Wu and Yue Kingdom since 1990s. Among their collection, there are several
fine Wu weapons, especially the Sword of King Fuzhai, which is said the most exquisite among all unearthed swords
of Wu kings. The collection was displayed in the Palace Museum and Museum of History in Taipei, causing great
concern from academia and collectors.

Suzhou Museum is the only comprehensive museum of history and arts in Suzhou, as well as the center of relic
collection, research, demonstration and education in Suzhou. However, it is always a pity that the museum lacks
bronze ware with the inscription of Wu Kingdom. Fortunately, with the full support of municipal Party committee
and municipal government, in close collaboration with municipal finance bureau, 58 bronze weapons collected by
Mr. and Mrs. Wang returned to their hometown, including the precious Sword of King Fuchai, realizing the wish of
several generations! I sincerely hope this display, “Revival of Ancient Wu Weapons” would make these 2500-year-

old Wu weapons have their new splendor in their homeland.

Chen Rong

Director of Bureau of Culture, Broadcasting, Television, Press and Publication of Suzhou
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