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1. The Territory of the People’s Republic of China

1. The Territory of the People’s Republic of
China

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) is located in the east of the
Asian continent and on the western shore of the Pacific Ocean. Covering
an area of about 9.6 million square kilometers, China is the third largest
country in the world, next to Russia and Canada. China spans over 49
latitudes from north to south, and extends over 62 longitudes from east to
west.

China is bordered by Korea to the east, Mongolia to the north,

Russia to the northeast, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to the

northwest; Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal, and Bhutan to the west
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and southwest; and Myanmar, Laos and Vietnam to the south.

The Bohai Sea is China’s continental sea, while the Yellow Sea, East
China Sea and South China Sea are marginal seas of the Pacific Ocean.
China’s coastline is about 32,000 kilometers long, with the mainland
coastline measuring almost 18,000 kilometers long and the island

coastline 14,000 kilometers.

New Words and Expressions

square

longitude n.
Kyrgyzstan n.
Afghanistan n. ] & 1
Nepal n. JEIAR

Bhutan

coastline




1. The Territory of the People’s Republic of China

Exercise One

Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or false.

1. The People’s Republic of China (PRC) is on the eastern shore of
the Pacific Ocean.

2. China is the largest country in the world.

3. China spans over 49 latitudes from east to west.

4. China is bordered by Myanmar, Laos and Vietnam to the south.

5. China’s coastline is about 32,000 kilometers.

Exercise Two
Directions: Answer the following questions.

1. Which is the largest country in the world, Russia or Canada?
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2. How many countries are there to the northwest of China? What are

they?

3. How long is the mainland coastline of China?




2. Climate in China

2. Climate in China

China has a continental monsoon climate characterized by great
variety. Most of China lies in the North Temperate Zone, featured by a
warm climate and clear division between seasons. In winter, northerly
winds from high latitude areas keep the northern part cold and dry;
in summer, monsoons from eastern and southern coastal areas bring
warmness and moisture.

In northern China, summer is warm and short, while winter is cold
and long. In southern China, summer is long, humid and hot, while winter
is short and warm, with the temperature rarely below freezing. In central
China, division between seasons is clear—summer is hot, long and humid,
while winter is short and cold. In northwestern China, such as Xinjiang
and Inner Mongolia, summer is dry and hot and winter is formidably cold.
On the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau (757 = i), winter is extremely cold and
summer is short and warm, with great difference in temperature between

day and night.
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New Words and Expressions

climate n R
continental a. KPR
N rir A7 EN,
temperate _ a. i jr% i
northerly a. JE77 89
| division n. X 4> i
coastal a. piaRiogi0)
moisture n. Yﬁiﬁ ot
humid a. TRAE
temperature n. iﬂﬁ 1y
formidahly ad. ﬁ”ﬂf@ ‘
Tibet ' n. 5
plateau n. e R
extremely ad. At




2. Climate in China

Exercise One

Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or false.

1. The climate in China has great variety.

2. The whole China lies in the North Temperate Zone.

3. In winter, the northern part of China is cold and dry.

4. In summer, monsoons from eastern and southern coastal areas
bring warmness.

5. In Xinjiang and Inner Mongolia, winter is warm.

Exercise Two
Directions: Answer the following questions.
1. What kind of climate does China have?
2. What is the weather like in southern China in summer?
3. What do you know about the climate on the Qinghai-Tibet

Plateau?
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3. The Chinese Writing System

The Chinese language is the oldest writing language that remains
today in the world. Chinese people began to record their daily life by
inscribing characters on turtle shells or animal bones, which were
discovered as the most ancient style of character. In the Western
Zhou Dynasty, the shell-bone inscriptions were developed into bronze
inscriptions. Then Chinese characters appeared as “seal characters” (3
45). In the Qin Dynasty, the first emperor Qinshihuang unified the writing
forms of characters into the “lesser seal characters” (/N3%). All characters
were picture-like, beautiful in appearance but very complicated to write.
To hasten the writing speed, the official script (R 13) was created and
further developed into the regular script (§45), which has been used till
today. Later, for the sake of calligraphic art, the running script ({743) and

cursive script (5.-4)) came into being.
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