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About the Author

The year was 1807. Five-year-old Alexandre
Dumas knew that he was different from the other
boys in the small town of Villers-Cotterets. For
Alexandre was half black and half white. And no-
body ever let him forget that.

Education bored young Alexandre, and as he
grew, he preferred spending his time hunting and
leading an outdoor life. But when Alexandre turned
sixteen , his whole life changed. He saw his first play
— a performance of Shakespeare’s Hamlet , and
from that moment on, his dream was to go to Paris
and become a playwright.

Dumas worked for years as a clerk and wrote in
his spare time. He had success writing plays and
travel books. But it wasn’t until 1844 that Alexan-
dre Dumas hit upon the one kind of story that was
to make him rich and famous. That was the histori-
cal novel.

In his many historical novels, Dumas took peo-

ple who really existed in French history and events
I



that actually happened. He added main characters
from his own imagination and created entertaining
and amusing adventure stories around them.

The most famous of all Dumas’ historical novels
are The Three Musketeers, The Count of Monte
Cristo ,and The Man in the Iron Mask .

Alexandre Dumas wrote more than six hundred
books in his lifetime, more than any other man, liv-
ing or dead. And he made money from them. But he
spent everything he earned building elegant man-
sions, entertaining great artists and writers of Paris,
buying theatres and newspapers, and romancing
many women.

The man who made the world rich with all his
books died in 1870—penniless!
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CHAPTER 1

D’Artagnan

KIRER

The young man riding into the small French
town of Meung that April morning in 1625 made
the citizens' stop their work and stare’ in amaze-
ment>. The man had to be from Gascony in southern
France. For only a Gascon would have the boldness*
to be seen on such an old, ridiculous-looking pony".
[t had a yellowy-orange coat and a tail with no hair.
It seemed so ashamed of° its appearance’ that it
walked with its head lower than its knees.

But young D’Artagnan of Gascony sat on its
back proudly. He was on his way to Paris to join the
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King’s Musketeers—those bold, courageous' soldiers
who guarded King Louis X[ of France.

D’Artagnan carried with him three gifts from
his father: a purse’ containing fifteen crowns of
gold,a sword which had been in his family for ge-
nerations’, and a letter of introduction to Monsieur
de Tréville, the Captain of the King’s Musketeers.

But D’Artagnan also carried with him his
father’s parting words. “My son,” he had said, “I
have taught you how to handle a sword well. You
must never draw back from a duel. You must be
brave for two reasons—you are a Gascon and you
are my son!”

His father’s words still rang in his ears as
D’Artagnan climbed down from his pony at the Inn
of the Jolly Miller in Meung. Three men standing at
the front door glanced at him, then looked back a
second time. All three burst into laughter.

“I say, sir, "said D’Artagnan, approaching the
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men, “tell me what you are laughing at and we will
laugh together.”

The tallest of the three, a dark-haired noble-
man with a patch! over one eye and a scar® on his
cheek, looked from the pony to its master. “I am not
speaking to you,sir, he said with a sneer.

“But I am speaking to you!”cried D’Artagnan
angrily.

The nobleman ignored D’Artagnan, but pointed
to the pony and whispered something to his friends.
All three laughed again.

D’Artagnan drew his sword and cried, “Gentle-
men, you laugh at a pony, but do you dare laugh at
its master?”

“No one tells me when to laugh, ”said the no-
bleman. “I laugh when I please.” With that, he
turned to enter the inn.

But D’Artagnan was not the sort of man to let
someone laugh at him and escape’. He ran after the

man shouting, “Turn around, sir, or I shall strike
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The Strangers Laugh at the Pony.
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you from behind!”

The man whirled! around and drew his sword.
But, at the same moment, his two friends came at
D’Artagnan with sticks and shovels’. One heavy
blow opened a large gash® in his head and another
knocked him unconscious®.

The innkeeper sent two of his servants to carry
the wounded young man inside. As they placed him
on the bed, a letter fell out of his pocket. The
innkeeper picked it up and saw that it was addressed
to the Captain of the Musketeers.

“Perhaps the nobleman outside would be inter-
ested in this, “he murmured’.

And the nobleman was! “What business can
that boy have with my enemy?”he exclaimed in sur-
prise. “Hmm! Well, my business here with Milady
is more important right now. I shall look into this
letter later.”

Meanwhile, D’Artagnan had regained con-
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