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! Preface

Sun Xinmin(Researcher of the Henan Provincial Academy of Cultural Relics and Archaeology )

The City of Dengfeng, located in the middle west
part of Henan Province, is at the southern foot of Song
Mountain, popularly called Zhong Yue. It boasts time-
honored history and abundant resources of cultural heritage.
In 2010, the historical architectural complex of it, namely
Tian Di Zhi Zhong, was included in the List of World
Cultural Heritage. According to historical records, today’s
Wangchenggang, Gaocheng Town of Dengfeng City, is
where Yangcheng, Yu’s capital city, was situated. Here
was established the county of Chonggao when Liu Che,
Emperor Wu of the Western Han Dynasty, went on a visit
to Song Mountain. And then it was renamed the county
of Songyang in the Ist year of Daye Reign during the Sui
Dynasty (605AD). In 696, Wu Zetian, empress of the Tang
Dynasty, went on a tour of Song Mountain and bestowed it
the name Zhongyue to show the world that she had achieved
her purpose. She also gave the county of Songyang a
new name Dengfeng, and the county of Yangcheng a new
name Gaocheng. These two counties were combined into
Dengfeng County, continued during the Yuan, Ming and
Qing dynasties. On May 30, it was approved to be replaced
by the Denfeng City by the State Council.

Dengfeng Kiln, known by many people in the past,
mainly refers to the site of Quhe Kiln located at Gaocheng
Town of Dengfeng City. Quhe Kiln at Dengfeng was among
the famous kilns in the Tang and Song Dynasties. And it
was included in the system of Cizhou Kiln in the History
of China’s Ceramics published in 1982. The site was
investigated twice by archaeological workers in 1961 and
1962. Typical of its products was the incised and carved
design and cut decoration over a pearl-pattern ground.
These decorative ways were unique among the system of
Cizhou Kilns. Due to different reasons, no archaeological
work has been done at the site of Dengfeng Kiln until now.
But cultural relics survey and investigation in recent years

have yielded many new discoveries within the borders of
Dengfeng City, totally 30-odd porcelain kiln sites dated
to the ancient times. In addition to the site of Quhe Kiln,
there were white porcelain kiln sites dated to the Tang
and Song Dynasties centered on Qianzhuang of Xuanhua
Town, and those dated to Jin and Yuan Dynasties centered
on Chengyao of Baiping Township. All of these discoveries
greatly extended the cultural connotation of Dengfeng Kiln.

1. Quhe Kiln characteristic of products with
incised and carved design and cut decoration over a
pearl-pattern ground.

Quhe Kiln is situated at Quhe Village, Gaocheng
Town, 17.5 km to the southeast of Dengfeng City. On the
north of it is Feng Mountain, and the Yingshui river is to the
south of it. The remains of it are mostly distributed along
the platform to the north of the village, about 1,500 meters
long from east to west and 500 meters wide from south
to north. The cultural deposit of it is as thick as 3meters.
This site is discovered in 1961, and was done elementary
investigations by An Jinhuai from the Cultural Relics Work
" Then in
1962, it was investigated once again by Feng Xianming and

Team of Henan Provincial Cultural Bureau

others to further make sure the cultural connotation and the
production date * .

Qubhe Kiln could be found in the historical documents
and inscriptions on the stele of the Qing dynasty. The
volume 7 titled ‘Research on Old Kilns’of the Lan Pu’s
Records of Ceramics from Jingdezhen dated to the Jiaging
reign of the Qing dynasty has given an account that
Dengfeng Kiln ‘was at Dengfeng county of Henan, present
Shangtao, from the Ming dynasty ’. At an old temple site
outside of the east gate of Quhe village stands a tablet
inscribed with an article named Record of Reconstruction
of the Hall for Bodhisattva, Manjushri and Sanantabhadra.



It reads, ‘This place is called Quhe, because it faces a river.
The scenery here can not be found in the historical records
before the Song Dynasty. Someone has picked up old things
which were studied based on historical documents. Thus
kilns were known to be located here in the Song Dynasty.
And merchants and traders came here together in crowds. It
was named yi —town and has a large size. All of these were
forgotten by people during the Jin and Yuan Dynasties.
Though the stele inscriptions were strictly studied and
historical records were examined carefully, the situation of
production and human affairs have been lost.” From this,
we know that Quhe was a large town of Dengfeng in the
Song Dynasty. Facing to the Ying River in the south, it had
a convenient transportation. At that time, kilns were located
here and there. And many merchants were attracted to this
place.

No archaeological excavations have been done at
Quhe kiln. The porcelain specimen collected from the site
of it show that the production could start as early as the
Tang Dynasty and end as late as the Yuan Dynasty. The
Northern Song Dynasty saw the golden age of it. This kiln
boasted abundant porcelain types. And the white glazed
wares constituted its main products. They were decorated
with patterns in green and black, or incised or carved
with designs. There were also wares in black, yellow and
greenish blue glaze as well as tri-color glaze fired in low
temperature. The decoration in green on white glaze, often
seen on jar, bowl and ewer, was relatively more at the Quhe
Kiln. It came from the application of pigment containing
the element copper to the body covered with glaze, and
characteristic of simple motifs like spot and dot. For
example, dots in green often appeared on the neck, spout
or handle of the ewer, and those often seen on the neck
and shoulder of the jars and rims of the bowls. Black on
white was frequently seen on bowls, basins or vases, and

the motifs were flowers and fish with seaweed in a simple
and extensive drawing way. The application of black glaze
to plates is unique. They have flower-like glaze with five
equal parts inside and outside, and apentagonal exposed
body. Some wares were decorated with 6 dots or 8-petal
plum blossom at the interior bottom. This kind of plates had
avoided the glaze sticking together because of being fired
by overlapping, and contributed to the pattern of hanging
curves. These show that the potters of Quhe kiln could
make fine wares out of coarse materials, and they tried to
pursuit beautiful products in a simple way.

The decorative methods of incising over a pearl-
pattern ground and cut design on white glaze can best
represent the features of Quhe porcelain wares and their
production techniques. Incised pattern over a pearl-pattern
ground was initiated at Xiguan kiln of Xinmi City, but
it was improved and developed at Quhe Kiln. A large
quantity of porcelain wares, with this kind of design, such
as vase, pillow, jar, bowl and xi-washer, can be collected
at the site of Quhe Kiln. They were decorated by potters
through four steps: firstly, applying a layer of white slip
to the unglazed body; secondly, carving various motifs on
the body; thirdly, pressing tiny circles on the blank areas
of the body; fourthly, covering the body with a layer of
transparent glaze before firing in the kiln. The most typical
one is a vase with double tigers over a pearl-pattern ground
housed in Beijing’s Palace Museum. It looks slim, with an
olive-shaped belly. The two tigers, with open bare fangs
and brandish claws, stand with their tails rising up. They
seem to fight in a grass cluster. Beyond tigers and grass is
pearl pattern in an even way. This comparison highlights
the main motif. In addition to the design of tigers, there
are also patterns such as phoenix, rabbit, and interlocking
flowers as well as human figures. Some vases have a mark
on the body, namely Zheng Jia Ping meaning Vase of Zheng
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Family. As to the human figures, the most popular one is a
bare-chested old man wearing futou--cloth for the head and
carrying something on the shoulder. He looks interesting
in a vivid way of expression, with a long beard and closed
eyes.

Vessels like yu with wicker designs and pots mostly
have carved patterns under white glaze. In a unique style,
they are full of interest and charm. To make wicker pattern,
white slip was firstly applied before carving patterns. Then
they were fired in a kiln after being coated in white glaze.
As a result, the incised areas were exposed body in a deep
brown, and those without carved patterns showed white
slip. Wares with such patterns have two types of lines, one
concave in brown and the other convex in white, showing
striking contrast.

2. Qianzhuang Kilns characteristic of colored dots
under white glaze and incised patterns

Xuanhua town, situated 33km to the southeast of the
Dengfeng proper, is adjacent to Yuzhou City famous for
the porcelain wares. Here, many sites of ancient porcelain
kilns are distributed around the low hills and down lands,
such as Qianzhuan, Moji Zhudong, Zhudong and Yucui
Kilns. The Qianzhuang Kiln was discovered in 1992 by An
Tingrui from Xuchang City, and investigated on the spot
by Li Jingzhou when the Yongcheng-Dengfeng expressway
was built * . Henan Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics
and Archaeology also investigated and then made a test
investigation at the Zhudong Kiln " .

Based on the archaeological materials obtained up to
now, the Qianzhuang Kilns began firing at the beginning
of the Tang Dynasty, the earliest among the kilns at
Dengfeng. They reached their peak during the Tang and
Song Dynasties, and declined around the Yuan Dynasty.
Products of the Tang dynasty mainly include porcelain
wares in yellow, black and white glaze. Their types range

from bowls, plates, basins, bo-bowls, lamps, jars and
ewers, etc. They all belong to articles of daily-use. They
are decorated with colored splashes, for example, yellow
glazed ewers with brown splashes, green glazed ewers with
blue splashes, white glazed lamp with yellowish brown
or black splashes on the exterior, and white glazed bowls
with 3 or 4 groups of grass leaves in yellowish brown. A
few strokes created a simple and clear style. There are also
black glazed ewers decorated with spots in sky blue or
moon blue, and black or persimmon red plates with exposed
body like a five-pointed star at the interior bottom. In the
Song Dynasty, white glazed porcelain wares were the main
products. Among them, incised patterns were often seen at
the interior bottom of the plates. They were strictly planned
and shown with fine lines. Thus the motifs in a wide range
look close and elaborate. There are patterns of animals such
as coiled dragons, double fish, flying phoenix and standing
horse, and interlocking flowers and human figures playing
gin-musical instrument or playing boys as well. The potters
tried to well plan patterns in an extremely limited area.
Main patterns almost cover the whole ware, but the lines
are applied naturally and smoothly, showing a high level of
drawing. Here, the cut decoration is mainly seen on bowls,
vases, yu-vessels and so on. This situation also takes place
at the Quhe Kiln. But the products here are finer. They often
have their floral pattern cut with finely-incised leave veins.
Thus the decoration looks harmonious, neither tight nor
loose, but rich in layers and changes.

What is worthy of attention is that a kind of specimen
typical of brownish yellow glaze. Up to now, it has been
only discovered on vases and pillows with patterns of
flowers and ducks. The way to make such vessels through
the following steps: firstly, incise patterns with lines on the
clay body; secondly, cover the body with a layer of white
slip; thirdly, wipe the surface of the body to make the slip
only left at the concave areas; lastly, apply brownish yellow



glaze to the body before firing in kiln to show an effect
of white pattern on yellow ground in an artistic style. In
the archaeological excavations at Hunyuan Kiln in Shanxi
Province, celadon wares of the Jin dynasty were also found
with similar decorations showing peony, chrysanthemum,
birds and playing boys. They represent a special type of the
celadon articles of the Hunyuan Kilns * . These brownish
yellow glazed wares discovered at the Qianzhuang Kilns
have shown that such kind of porcelain has been beyond the
celadon.

3. Baiping Kilns typical of products covered with
Jun glaze

The group of Baiping Kilns, situated along the banks
of Baijiang River, Baiping Township, Dengfeng City, is
adjacent to Ruzhou City in the southwest and Yuzhou City
in the southeast. Discovered in the 1990s, they include
over 10 sites of kilns such as Lizigou, Zhaojiamen,
Niuyuan, Wanyaoling, Dongbaiping, Nanguai, Shangoyao,
Nanweiyao, Woyangping,etc, roughly centered on the site
of Cheng Kiln®. From them, the Jun glazed wares are the
major discoveries dated back to the Jin and Yuan Dynasties.
They range from bowls, plates and xi-washers to jars,
boxes, vases, burners and pillows. The Jun glazed and the
bluish green glazed wares of the Jin Dynasty are made at
a higher level. Generally, the vessels were covered with
glaze from mouth to the bottom, and the bigger ones such
as plates were completely coated with glaze before being
fired on stands. Covered with pure, bright and smooth glaze
like jade, many vessels have something like broken ice
crackles on the glass-like surface. Some xi-washers have
lotus flower like mouth and some plates have sunflower-
like mouth. Such shapes were made to show beautiful and
unique effects in an artistic way. A ruyi-shaped pillow,
housed by the Cultural Heritage Bureau of Dengfeng City,
has bright and smooth Jun glaze coated on the surface

except for the bottom. On the front side of are decorated
with four continuous rectangular openings, and on the
back side with a ridge-like part sticking out in the middle.
On both sides of middle part is a part like an eagle face.
This kind of products is rarely seen among the pillows
from the Jun Kiln. The porcelain wares in Jun glaze of the
Yuan Dynasty are superior in quality to those of the Jin
Dynasty. They have thick and heavy body in a loose way,
mixed up with impurities. On the exterior surface of them,
the glaze was applied to the bottom in an uneven way. The
glaze surface has palm eyes or black spots. Some were
applied with purplish red spots on the surface. A plate in
Jun glaze unearthed from a hoard of the Yuan Dynasty
has a shallow belly and ring foot. On the surface of it is
coated with sky-blue glaze from the mouth to the edge of
the foot. Inside the plate are four aubergine spots from the
furnace transmutation, and two pieces of kiln ballasts on the
interior base, together with many black spots. This plate has
glaze in a sky blue against the purplish red from furnace
transmutation. This contrast in color has a unique lingering
charm. In general, the products from the Baiping Kilns are
same as those from the Liujiamen Kiln at Shenhou Town
in Yuzhou City and also from Donggou Kiln at Dayu Town
in Ruzhou City. In the Jin Dynasty, Jun glazed wares were
produced here, together with celadon articles. High grade
wares completely coated with glaze were also produced
with perfect techniques. These things were sold to common
people or persons from the upper class in society. In the
Yuan Dynasty, Jun glaze wares were unique products. But
other products were made with lower techniques, just to
meet the needs of common people. And the quantity of the
products was where the kilns went.

In a word, the site of Dengfeng Kiln is basically
situated in the south part of Dengfeng City. It is adjacent
to Ruzhou and Yuzhou noted for the products of ceramics.
The Quhe Kiln at Gaocheng Town and Qianzhuang
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Kilns at Xuanhua Town are mainly distributed close to
the Ying River and the Mayu River, and the Baiping
Kilns are located on both sides of the Baijiang River. As
to the geographical environment, this place is typical of
hilly lands. It is rich in the resources of citu-white clay
underground, and was suitable for the potters to obtain
raw material for the production of ceramics. Based on
present survey data, the Dengfeng Kiln started firing at the
beginning of the Tang Dynasty, and prospered in the Tang,
Northern Song, Jin and Yuan Dynasties. In the Records
of Ceramics from Jingdezhen quoted above has given an
account that the Dengfeng Kiln ‘was at Dengfeng county of
Henan, present Shangtao, from the Ming dynasty . In both
Da Ming Yi Tong Zhi or Chronicle of the Great Ming dated
to the Tianshun reign of the Ming Dynasty and Da Qing
Yi Tong Zhi or Chronicle of the Great Qing were included
that “porcelain wares are made in Henan fu-prefecture,
especially inDengfeng and Yiyang Counties’. These records
show that porcelain articles were continued to be produced
in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Mr. Li Jingzhou of
Dengfeng City once collected at the kiln site some vessels
such as bowls and basins with patterns in black under white
glaze and also designs of flowers and human figures in
reddish brown. These are examples of porcelain production
of Dengfeng Kiln in the Ming Dynasty. Thus, the firing
period of the Dengfeng Kiln is from the Tang Dynasty until
the Ming and Qing Dynasties, over 1,000 years. It is one
of the longest used kilns within the boundaries of Henan.
The products of Dengfeng Kiln were in different types.
There were wares like those from the Cizhou Kiln such as
white porcelain, black porcelain, yellow glazed articles,
ceramics in colored glaze, white glaze with incised pattern,
white glaze with cut decoration, white glaze with designs
in red and green color, tri-colored articles fired at a low
temperature and wares with black decoration under white

glaze. There were also wares like those from the Jun Kiln
such as Jun glazed and celadon articles. The kilns at Quhe
had a larger scale of production. Its products were various,
ranging from the coarse porcelain in black or white glaze
to meet the needs of common people to high grade wares
with incised designs or cut decoration over a pearl ground.
In terms of the making process, these high grade porcelain
wares were made in a complicated way. In a strong artistic
style, such wares have a higher cost than the coarse bowls.
People who used them should be medium or small landlords
with a higher social position and the class of merchants. In
the archaeological excavations at the east and west streets
in Zhengzhou City were also unearthed white glazed burner
and pillow with incised pattern over a pearl ground, as well
as white glazed jar and ewer with cut decoration . At that
time, these kinds of products were also popular among the
class of citizens. Perhaps they were sold to the other regions
from here.

The 1st Volume of Yuan Feng Jiu Yu Zhi or the
Geography of Nine Governing Districts in the Yuanfeng
Reign written by Wang Cun records,"The Henan jun-
prefecture of Henan fu-province paid tribute of honey
and wax , respectively weighing 100 jin, as well as 200
pieces of ceramics.” Among 13 counties under Henan jun-
prefecture, ceramics were produced in Dengfeng, Gongxian,
Mixian, Xin’an and Shou’an (present Yiyang). In 1962, Mr.
Feng Xianming, after investigating at the county Mixian
of Henan Province, pointed out that ‘it was possible that
porcelain wares were produced as tribute in Dengfeng
Kiln> ® . In 1985, in order to support local construction of
houses, the Henan Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and
Archaeology did rescue excavations at the site of Xijie Kiln
within the county seat of Yiyang, discovering important
remains such as kiln furnace and workshop and unearthing
a large batch of porcelain shards and kiln furniture. Celadon



