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Preface 1

Dong Guanggqi
Expert Advisor to the Beijing Municipal People’s Government
Expert on the Capital Planning Committee’s Councilor Organization

Adpvisor to the Beijing Municipal Urban Planning and Design Research Institute

The content of this book is full and accurate, combining thorough theoretical analysis with
specific, practical cases. From the heights of blending theory and practice, it puts forward
scientific, practical, and effective solutions to the problems of fast development of urbanization
and the lack of cultural and natural human space. By suggesting new concepts and ideas for urban
development in a systemic, standard fashion, it is a workable reference model for researchers,
planners, designers, and practitioners of urban public space design and planning. Thus, this book
has highly scientific and distinctly practical characteristics.

More and more people now choose to live in cities, removed from nature. As wise, highly
cognitive animals, human beings need peace of mind and a certain amount of living space. We thus
require living space that includes the natural environment.

How, then, do we harmonize nature with urban development? In order to transform the theory
of sustainable development into the actions of urban development, we must first understand how
urbanization leads to environmental degradation. Urban planning requires natural space, since only
the harmony between people and nature can provide a higher quality of life.

Perceiving the prevalent distressed state of the natural environment in China’s current urban
development, the author starts from the perspective of respecting humanistic and natural urban
space. Valuing the side-by-side development of ecology and cities, the author explores the
developmental course of future cities. Whether through the expansion of open space or through
preserving nature, the author seeks to fully integrate natural settings for the creation and enjoyment
of humanized space. By offering research on the view that urban space development must
strengthen the original natural environment, the author believes that the development of urban
space is not a process whereby an artificial environment constantly encroaches on natural
ecological space; rather, future developments in the research of urban space should be done from a
natural ecological perspective and blend with natural changes.

Beginning with these fundamental problems, this book probes the mutual relationship
between cities and nature; it seeks the conjunction point between natural changes and inherent
needs of urban development; and it discusses a pattern of developing urban space based on the
perspective of natural ecology. The book uses a large amount of practical examples and problems
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drawn from the author’s experience over the years of researching urban development to fully
expound his unique ideas and opinions. Exploring this book’s content stimulates reflection, and
should attract both experts and laypeople alike.

Because the author’s life experience in many different countries gives him an international
viewpoint, he is able to bring unique perspectives and opinions to problems arising today. As an
expert in the field of commercial planning, he has done projects on business layout planning, urban
planning, and construction design for many cities, as well as writing many research reports and
monographs. In this sense, this book is a collection of great accomplishments in the fields of urban
design, city planning, and architectural design.

The author brings a diligent approach, definite international perspective, and deep practical
experience to his work. This book is our country’s first work analyzing the problems of urban
planning from natural and humanistic perspectives. I believe that, as long as the author starts from
the perspective of natural, humanistic culture, this book should become a valuable reference for

making our country’s urban planning and urban construction more scientific and standardized.

Dong Guanggqi

September 8, 2012
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4 Preface2

By Young Min Koo, architect/professor, Inha University, Korea
#h R R F R FHER: R

In 1990s, we observed the moments when everything that was solid seemed to have melted in
the flows of globalization, and when the euphoria of new millennium was eagerly anticipated.
After a spell of nympholepsy during the last decade, however, what has been left to us-architects
or urban designers- may be a feeling of discomfiture or even guiltiness, when facing the built
reality of a so called global city. It is because of the inhumane and quixotic environment produced
only by unapologetic and hubristic expression of the newness that is seemingly satisfying the 21st
century, and it is because of the portent that concomitant with this will come the fear of what
remained unknown. The portent may exactly come from our bitter experience on the crisis of
modern architecture and city, and particularly from the nightmare of the ‘Big plan’ taken lead by
Daniel H. Burnham in early 20th century.

The modernist’scoup de’tat, from the industrial revolution, marked the moment when
commerce and industry escaped the natural dependency on a village workforce and on natural
energy resources. As the twentieth century dawned, the most remarkable changes had happened in
the landscape scenery; the pictorial and the picturesque horizon of pre-industrial agestarted to give
way to the dense grouping of factories and development for efficiency and inhumanity. Despite the
humanitarian problems caused by pollution and overpopulation in the developing industrial and
commercial centers, architects worshiped and embraced the zeitgeist of new technology and
civilization as the liberators from classicism. As technology evolved, in other words, not only
architects but also the whole society believed the idea that technological progress liberates man
from his birthplace, from his agrarian roots and from the hours necessary to make a living.

But what happens in the cities and architecture now? Look at the global cities that look as if
being built overnight. Pointing out Dubai, Mike Daves & Daniel Bertrand Monk have warned that
new kinds of urbanization fuelled by ‘savage, fanatical capitalism’ would create a city referred by
the phrase of ‘evil paradise’ . They unequivocally accuse Dubai of being ‘the most remarkable and
sinister’ ring-leader in a gradual move towards ‘new geographies of exclusion and landscapes of
wealth’.

1 It is because the demands for human rights to be upheld in all places seem again neglected.
In this sense, there is much common ground between modernization and globalization. Both,
giving an excuse of paradigm shift, dream a kind of utopia that is fuelled by Philistine capitalism.

Even though such a habit yarning for the newness is considered to be always a generator of history,

'. Basar, Shuman editing. ‘Cities from Zero’, AA publication, 2007. Pp21-22
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what it does is, in fact, forcing one to re-returned to a Ground Zero condition from which one has
to build rootless places that create another kinds of dystopia. As development accelerated toward
the second decade of the21st century, society saw the evolution of over-building and the decrease
of the urban void and natural landscape that supposed to be harmonized within the city.

The author, Mr. Cao Wei, recognizes above mentioned facts and arrives at the conclusion that
an essential urban form which includes socio-cultural and political aspects simultaneously cannot
be predicted anymore due to the fact that physical boundary of a city has become indeterminate. |
think Mr. Cao Wei, as an active architect and urban designer, might be also aware of the fact that it
is impossible to obtain an urban scenario that meets the requirement of both truth to nature and
probability at the same time.

The value of this book, therefore, resides with Cao Wei’s living knowledge acquired through
his professional and individual experience. As a friend and a colleague, I found him a dreamer as
well as an intensive professional. He always places himself in live fields in which he considers the
problems in regards to environment, psycho-cultural context, and land-nature from various angles.
Since he has been majorly working on many projects such as commercial, residential, and
entertainment projects, it is not a coincidence for him to write this volume. This book can be
thought of as Cao’s ‘Les Confession’ through which he tries to deliver the messages or even
warnings earned through his practice; that is, a proper dialogue is urgently needed to harmonize
humanity and the nature within the city space.

As he believes that both architecture and city are more of the human science than technology.
In his book, Mr. Cao Wei utilizes the concept of the nature to explain the mechanisms of every
aspect of architecture and the city; that is, he borrows the literary technique of metaphor or analogy.
And the final aim that he wishes to arrive is to create a new dialogue between the nature and
human being in order to provide the city residents with a proper urban environment integrated with
the nature, humanity, and urban form. I believe that his thoughts stem from the love of his
homeland, China. His writing extensively hunts up diverse cases covering all sorts of fields
including regional thinking for ecological approach, Tao’s philosophy for integration with nature
and space, and humanism for living programs.

When taken altogether, Cao Wei’s innate critical intelligence, his enormous energy and all of
above mentioned experience and personal disposition, there is no doubt in my mind that this new
title will not only establish a basis for his own theory and practice but also provide valuable
references for developing Chinese ways of Urban and architectural design.

Borrowing the phrase by a Chinese architect Wong Jing Hua( F#E3E), I would like to wind
up my writing; “A society that admits its community not by its own independent ways of
recognition but by other people’s thinking and ways, is eventually to become either a subordinate
body or even a parasite to the dominant but different people’s society.”
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1. WongJingHua, #£ & [T, trans. in Korean by Han Dong Soo, Nuri Media, Korea

Young-Min Koo H 9z

Full Professor

School of Architecture
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Introduction
What I want to set forth is “a field that is in between architecture and planning,
yet highly distinct from both.”

Experiences in many places are still fresh in my mind......

“Because of the lack of the local, the inevitable result is produced in a
centralized, completely strategized, standardized, industrialized city, and individual
scale is buried in a popularized society.”

Someone said that public space is the “eyes” of a city. Then public
buildings, facilities, streets, squares, parks and other special kinds of space, through
configuration and concentration, reveal the lives, customs, and cultures of every
city’s inhabitants. This is to emphasize that the object of our research is a material,
specific location (for example, the “space” of this book does not refer to the
economic space of normal networks). But we should not only research the site’s
physical form, but also how the site becomes the environment for human society and
cultural life.

In many planning designs for cities and public space, there are always
pressing issues: we always seek a balance between a particular ideology and the role
of public space itself, and that balance will eventually affect the essence of how
public space is used. So in practice, urban and spatial planning process often starts
with a visual, graphic map, and ends with maps or blueprints expressing a specific
image. The final product of this process is the actual development of the physical
environment; a development of the physical environment and an accurate design
scheme realized through architectural forms.

Our city cannot simply copy the mode being carried out by many other
contemporary countries. Rather all countries and regions have different historical and
geographical reasons, such as unique population density, social, cultural, and
economic conditions (to be discussed in this book), that make it necessary for every
city to find its own way to develop public space.

In countries like China, most cities” major public projects spring out of
large-scale urban planning, and it can certainly be said that new problems and new
attempts appear each month.

What cannot be denied is that a country like China, the world’s largest
developing country, and other countries or regions in need of ongoing change, when
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facing a time in which this kind of fast development combines with political goals,
different cities copy the same kind of architecture over and over again. How many of
these spaces can embody humanism and regional culture, becoming classics of our
own era?

When transforming and molding a city, it’s really quite difficult to deal with
the relationships between nature and development, between inheritance and
innovation. Good project designs search for the most perfect conjunction points in
between. “When cities take the next step in their future development, my wish is to

preserve more humanistic space and fuse nature and tradition.”
The Author

January, 2012
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