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Unit1 )
\_____..//
Passagel

The average person learns most of the 30,000 — 40,000 words whose meaning he or she
recognizes by hearing or reading them in context or simply absorbing them without conscious
effort. The best way to a good vocabulary, therefore, is to read a great deal and to participate
in a lot of good talk. There are relatively few words that we learn permanently by purposefully
referring to dictionaries or keeping word lists. However, even those extra few are of value,
and no one will make a mistake by working on developing a larger vocabulary. Here are some
suggestions of how to do it.

Read plenty of good books. When you come across a new word, or a new meaning of an
old word, stop and see if you can understand it from its context (the words around it). If you
can’t, and if you can’t manage it without interrupting the thought of the book too much, look
it up in a dictionary or ask somebody and then repeat its meaning in a personal vocabulary list
— preferably using it in a sentence. (You can use the blank lined pages at the end of each sec-
tion of this book for your list, or you can keep a special vocabulary notebook. ) Go over the list
from time to time. Further, try to use a new word in writing or conversation a few times over
the next several days.

Listen to good talk and be alert to new words you hear or to new meanings of words you
already know. Then treat them just as you do new words you read.

Learn and be alert to parts of words: prefixes, suffixes, and roots. Knowing them enables
you to make intelligent guesses about the meanings of words.

If you are studying a foreign language, be alert for words in that language which relate to
words in English. English has inherited or borrowed much of its vocabulary of 500, 000 —
600,000 words from Latin, Greek, French, Spanish, and German.

(310 words)
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=310 words + _minutes = __wpm
- =



Exercise: Multiple Choice

1. The most suitable title for the passage would be
A. Vocabulary Building
B. Language Study
C. Conscious Reading
D. Attentive Listening
2. When you come across a new word in reading, the first thing you should do is to
A. guess its meaning
B. look it up in a dictionary
C. ask someone
D. write it down
3. “Be alert to” (line 1, para. 3) may best be replaced by
A. “look at”
B. “pay attention to”
C. “write down”
D. “learn by heart”
4. According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT true?
A. We learn much of our vocabulary without conscious effort.
B. Keeping a personal vocabulary list is a good way to enlarge one’s vocabulary.
C. Listening to people talking is of little help to one’s vocabulary building.
D. All the suggestions given also apply to foreign language study.
5. The passage is most probably written for
A. children
B. the old
C. people with poor memory
D

. the common reader



Passage? |

Most civilizations and cultures — in their sacred writings, in their oral traditions, in their
folk stories — have some reference to the origin of language. Only rarely (at least in the
records that have come down to us) did the ancients try to learn something about speech phe-
nomenon by observation or experimentation. The Greek historian Herodotus ( fifth century B.
C.) records one such incident: an Egyptian king named Psammetichos wished to determine
which of the world’ s languages was oldest. To gain this information, he decided to isolate two
newborn infants until such time as they should begin to speak; the assumption being that, lack-
ing any pattern to imitate, they would therefore naturally employ the most primitive of the lan-
guages. In the course of time the children were heard to utter something that was recorded as
bekos — which turned out to be similar to the Phrygian word for “bread”. Therefore, Phrygian
(a language once spoken in Asia Minor) was held to be the first language of mankind, at least
by King Psammetichos and, we may presume, by his court.

(200 words)
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Exercise: Multiple Choice

1. The central idea of the passage is

5.

A.
B.
C.
D.

Psammetichos concluded that the first word that children speak is the word for “bread”
Psammetichos concluded that Phrygian was the oldest language in the world
Psammetichos concluded that the oldest word in any language is the word for “bread”

Psammetichos concluded that Phrygian was the easiest language to learn

The story about Psammetichos is intended to show that

A.
B.

C.

D.

most civilizations and cultures have some reference to the origin of language

the ancients only rarely tried to learn something about speech phenomena by observation or experi-
mentation

most civilizations and cultures tried to learn about speech phenomena by observation and experi-
mentation

observation and experimentation are the best way to learn about the origin of language

. Herodotus is

A. an ancient Greek historian
B. a modern Greek historian
C. a modern Egyptian historian
D. an ancient Egyptian historian
. Psammetichos ~ the assumption that, lacking any pattern to imitate, the two children would

naturally employ the most primitive of the languages.

A.

B
D

Th
A. supports
C

proved

refuted

told Herodotus about
based his experiment on

e author Psammetichos’ conclusion.

. criticizes

. does not believe in

. praises
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Unit 1,
Passage 3 a

English can be dropped altogether. Charles W. Eliot of Harvard and others put English in-
to our schools in 1900 by making it a requirement for the College Board Examinations. Eliot’s
idea was that pupils can be compelled to present ideas clearly and to enjoy literature. He would
drill these skills into them. The sheer quantity of disciplined effort would get result and turn our
18-year-olds into incisive, clear, witty writers.

The result of all these massive drill over nearly a century has been to make our youths
somewhat duller than before. Our few famous writers now are notable for their gloom, their in-
sobriety, and their utter inability to come up with answers to our problems. It would seem that
English was made a required subject to no purpose whatsoever.

The correct way to teach English fundamentals — grammar, spelling, sentence structure
— is to teach them as a part of other subjects. That way, English has a chance of being inter-
esting. Just in this way, one teaches the use of a hammer in the process of teaching carpentry;
one does not take a special course in hammering. It would be fiendishly dull if one did.

(220 words)
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Exercise: True or False Statements

1. ( ) Charles W. Eliot thought that pupils can be forced to write clearly and to enjoy literature.

2. ( ) According to the author, English as a required subject is necessary.

3. ( ) Massive drills have made American youths more intelligent than before.

4. ( ) According to the author, it is necessary to teach English fundamentals, but only as a part
of other subjects.

5. ( ) According to the author, English as a required subject is very interesting.
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