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A Lament of Time
Alex Gao

In his Famous Paintings through the Ages, Tang Dynasty Painter and Art Historian Zhang Yan Yuan once said that “Ink
derives the five colors”. Through the gradation of shades and the rhythm of strokes, layering ink on paper could create
limitiess scenes. Likewise quoted from the book, “Use the ink in five colors and the impression is achieved, mind
the colors and the images wane” stands for the particular impressionism that Chinese ink painting seeks to achieve,
capturing not verisimilitude but the very “vividness of spirit". As a contemporary artist, Wang Tiande looks back at time
lost in oblivion through the gaze of a modern man, seeking the “vividness of spirit” in his own distinct way.

While looking to the same sense of “spirit’, Wang Tiande's artistic language is markedly different to that of traditional
ink painting, breaking away from the singular orthodox boundary thorough new forms of expression.

Combining weathered monotypes and manuscripts on layers of soft and thin papers, the artist condenses the different
feelings evoked by various medium with a keen sensibility.

In Wang Tiande's 2014 exhibition at Today Art Museum, precious ancient manuscripts and contemporary works are
integrated to start a conversation across time and space within the exhibition hall. Monotypes and manuscripts in the
artwork survive as “witnesses of time”, whispering discontents over time past. To better express this kind of nostalgia,
the artist reworked the monotypes and manuscripts in a vague, faint and fragile artistic process. The tattered words,
dim landscapes, smoked and hollowed patterns seem to lament the unkind yet unstoppable flow of time.

It is particularly the seamless combination between material and artistry that Wang Tiande successfully materialized a
sense of history and time, leaving the lament of time and starting a conversation between now and then.
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