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The Three Sisters

CHAPTER 1
How Little Two Eyes Got Her Dinner

Once upon a time' there was® a woman who
had three daughters. The eldest® of them was
called Little One Eye, because she had only one
eye, which was set* in the middle of her forehead.

The second was called Little Two Eyes,
because she had two eyes like other people.” The
third was called Little Three Eyes, because she
had three eyes, one of which® was in the middle
fo her forehead.

Now because Little Two Eyes looked like
other people, her mother and sisters could not
bear’” her. . “You are no better than anyone
else,”® they said. “You do not belong to us.”?
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So they used to! beat her, and gave her poor
clothes, and the food which was left over? from
their own meals. Indeed,® they tried to vex her
in every way they could.

One day, Little Two Eyes was sent into
the fields to look after* the goat; but her sisters
had given her so little to eat, that® she was quite
hungry. Sitting down on the hillside, she began
to cry, and she cried so much, that two little
streams® ran down her cheeks.

She was still erying, when all at once’” a
woman stood near® her, and said, “Little Two
Eyes, why do you cry?” :

“Have I not much need® to cry?” said Little
Two Eyes. “Because I have two eyes, like other
people, my mother and sisters cannot bear me.
They push me out of one cormer into another;™
they give me poor clothes, and I have nothing to
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eat but what' they leave. To-day they have
given me so little, that I am quite hungry.”

“Dry your eyes,”’? said the wise woman,
“and I will tell you something that will keep you
from® ever* being hungry again. Say to your
goat, ‘Little goat, bleat; little table, rise,’® and a
- neatly-laid® table will stand before you. There
will be nice food on it and you can eat as much
as you like.””

“When you have had all you wish,® you
have® only to say, ‘Little goa)t, bleat; little table,
away,” then it will ,pass out of sight.”' So
saying, the woman was gone.

: “I will try at once if what she says'!is true,”
said Little Two Eyes, “for I am too hungry to
wait."” ‘Little goat, bleat; little table, rise.””
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Hardly had she said these words, than' there
stood before her a little table. It had a clean
white cloth on it, on which was laid a plate, a
knife and fork, and a silver spoon. There was
some nice food, too,? smoking hot, ®as thqugh“ it
had just been taken off the fire.®

Having said grace,® Little Two Eyes began
to eat, and found’ the food very good. @When
she had eaten as much as she wished, she said as
the wise woman had taught® her, ““*Little goat,
bleat; little table, away.’”

At once, the little table, and all that stood
on it, passed out of sight.

“That is a nice easy way of getting food,”
thought® Little Two Eyes, and was quite happy
and merry.

CHAPTER 1I
How Little One Eye Watched Her Sister

In the evening,' when she came home'' with
her goat, she found a little dish of food which her
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sisters had put aside' for her. But she did not
touch it, for she had no need.

The next day she went out again with her
goat, and again she did not eat the few crusts?®
that had been left for her.

At first® the sisters took no notice of* this,
but when the same thing® took place® again
and again,” they said, ““All is not right® with
Little Two Eyes. She always leaves her food
now, though she used to eat up every bit® of
it. She must have found some other way of
getting food.” : :

To find out the truth,™ Little One Eye
said that she would go with Little Two Eyes
when next'' she drove the goat into the field.
“1 will find out what.she does there,” she
said, “and see if any one brings her food
and drink.”
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So when Little Two Eyes set out! next day,
Little One Eye came to her and said, “I-will go
with you into the field, and see that the goat is
taken care of,2 and is driven® where the best
grass grows.”

Now Little Two Eyes saw what her sister had
in her mind,* and drove the goat into long grass,
saying, “Come, Little One Eye, let us sit down,
and I will sing you something.”?®

Little One Eye was tired with® her walk and

with the heat of the sun, and was glad to sit
down. “Are you awake, Little One Eye? Are
you asleep, Little One Eye?” sang her sister, till”
at last® Little One Eye was fast” asleep.
L When Little Two Eyes saw this,'® she said,
«“Little goat, bleat; little table, rise,’” and at
once sat down, and ate and drank as much as she
_wished. Then she called again, “‘Little goat,
bleat; little table, away,’” and in a moment'
everything was out of sight.

1. Sebout ¥, ¥, 2. Taken care of Z2f44¢ pimpt 3. Driven
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Little Two Eyes now woke! her sister, saying,
“You said you would watch. But you fell asleep,
and the goat might have run far away, for all®
you would have known. Come, let us go home.”

When they got home,* Little Two Eyes did
not touch her dish of food once more* «Little
One Eye, what has your sister had to eat?’’ asked
her mother. “I do not know,” she said, “for I
fell asleep.”

CHAPTER III

How Little Three Eyes Watched Her Sister

The next day® the mother said to Little Three
Eyes, “This time you® shall go and see where
Little Two Eyes gets her food. Some one must
bring it to her, or” she could not live.”
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So Little Three Eyes said to her sister, “I
will go with you to-day, and see that the goat is
taken care of, and is driven where the best grass
grows.”’

But Little Two Eyes saw what her sister had
in her mind, and drove the goat into long grass,
saying, “ We will sit down here, Little Three Eyes,
and I will sing you something.”

Tired with her walk' and with the heat of
the sun, Little Three Eyes sat down, and her
sister began to sing. ‘““Are you awake, Little
Three Eyes?” she sang. But then, instead
of* singing, “Are you asleep, Little Three
Eyes?” she sang, ‘“Are you asleep, Little
Two Eyes?”

She went on? in this way* for some time,®
singing, “Are you awake, Little Three Eyes?
Are you asleep, Little Two Eyes?” till at last
the two eyes fell asleep. But the third eye

1. Tired with her walk jEf4%{#. = 2. Instead of {{#. 3. Went
on FHHRE, S EmaEt. 4. In this way fnpt; s Are you
awake, Little Three Eyes? Are you asleep, Little Two Eyes? Z4)4l.
. & For some time # 4.
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stayeci awake,! for it was not spoken to,* as
the others® were. ’

Little Three Eyes, to be sure,* shut it, and
made believe® to go to sleep. But the one eye
was wide® awake all the time, and she could see
all that went on.”

When Little Two Eyes thought that her
sister was fast asleep, she said the words that
the wise woman had taught her, “Little goat,
bleat; little table, rise.”

Up came® the table, and Little Two Eyes ate
quite® a nice dinner.

Then, having sent the table away, she woke
her sister. ““Ah," Little Three Eyes,” she said,
“have you been asleep? You keep watch'' well,
do you not?™ Come, let us go home.”

When they got home, Little Two Eyes again
did not eat. “I know why the proud thing'® does

1. Stayed awake {/38. 2. Not spoken to FfE k. Jeg Little
Two Eyes W8 Are you asleep, Little Two Eyes ffif<si Are you
asleep, Little Three Eyes fif Little Three Eyes faR i ifj 45 = M 5E2, %
ez vt U3 Others Hfih, 5 3 1 f R . 4- To be sure J§ & of
course, H#RlL, 5. Made believe {£5y, {H2% 6. Wide AR. 7. All
that went on JLEFERNE JE45F= Little Two Eyes &ngkiiois.
8. Up came=Came up s, {Hi. 10. Ah 4. 11. Keep watch
Faw 12, Do you not? IEFA KELIRSH.  13. The proud
thing E6#y; Little Three Eyes $53000t.
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not eat,” said Little Three Eyes to her mother.
“When she says to the goat, ‘Little goat, bleat;
little table, rise,” there stands a table before her,
on which is the very best food, far better than'
we have here.

“When she has eaten as much as she wants,
she says, ‘Little goat, bleat; little table, away’;
and the table is out of sight in a moment. I
have seen it all. She put two of my eyes to sleep
with her song; but the one on my forehead
stayed awake.”

“Shall she be better off? than we are?”’ cried
the mother. “Fetch me a knife at once.” Away
ran Little Three Eyes® for a knife, with which
her mother soon killed the goat.

CHAPTER IV
A Strang Tree

When Little Two Eyes saw what her mother
had done,* she ran out of the house, and wept®

1. Far better than S 2. better off $§F in better condition, -

T EE T 3. Away ran Little Three Eyes #3F Little Three Eyes
ran away fRESEME. 4. What her mother had done 3TN B35 B
JELLDFEES. 5. Wept ik, i,
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bitter tears. But all at once the wise woman
stood near her again, and said, ‘“Little Two Eyes,
why do you cry?”

“Why should I not ery?’’! she said. “My
dear little goat has been killed by my mother, and
now I must suffer? hunger and thirst again.”

“Listen to me, Little Two Eyes,” said the.
wise woman. “Ask your sisters to give you
the goat’s heart. Then, if you bury® it in the
ground in front of* the house, it will turn out®
well for you.” '

So saying, she passed out of sight. Little
Two Eyes at once ran home to her sisters, and
said “Dear sisters, will you give me a part of the
goat? WIill you give me its heart?”

“Oh,® yes,” they said, and began to laugh.
“You can have that, if you do not want anything
else.” So Little Two Eyes took the heart, and
after dark” she buried it in front of the house, as
the wise woman had told her :

1. Why should I not cry? 4 faSif 43¢, 2. Suffer 2%, @, #&.
3. Bury: gkin béri, g, 4. In front of 7Fgj. 5. Turn out: ta
prove as the result, ZFIEHE. 6. Oh &, 6. Dark H; after dark
RELM.
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Next morning, when the sisters woke, and
went to the door, there stood before them a lovely
tree.! Its leaves were of silver, and its fruit of
gold.? Nothing more, charming had ever® been
seen in the wide world.

How had the tree come there in the night?
Little Two Eyes alone* knew that it had grown
out® of the heart of the goat, for it stood just®
where she had buried the heart in the ground.

P “Climb up, my child,” said the mother to
Little One Eye, “and gather us some fruit from
the tree.” )

~ Up went Little One Eye, but when she put
out” her hand to take a golden apple, the branch
sprang away® from her. This took place every
time,” so that she could not pluck a single apple,
though she tried with all her might.'

“Little Three Eyes,” said her mother, “do
you try. With your three eyes you can see better
than Little One Eye.”

" 1. Lovely tree ok, 4. 2. Of silver, of gold: #t4t, #&: Fin
P&Emed. 3. Ever ¥, #. 4. Alone . i Little Two Eyes It
TR, Mifima 2. 5. Grown out s, #il. 6. Just
E; SHHEEMS Little Two Eyes 32fiig b 7. Put out fii.
8. Sprang away i 9. This took pldce every time [|[al ik, fiEK
. 10. With all her might $H5.
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But Little Three Eyes did no better." Try
as she would,® the golden fruit always sprang
back from her hand.

At last the mother tried herself, but she,
too, found that she was only taking hold of®
the empty air, when she meant* to take hold
of the fruit. -

CHAPTER V
The Coming of the Prince

“I will go up myself,”* said Little Two Eyes
at last. ““Perhaps I shall get on® better.”

“You!”? cried her sisters. ‘“What can you
do, with your two eyes?”

But Little Two Eyes went up the tree,
and the golden apples did not spring away
from her, but fell into her hand of themselves.®
Soon her apron® was quite full, and she came

1. No better 4sDIR, ABHEF . 2. Try as she would J§§ she
tried as many times as she would try. 3. Taking hold of Eii.
4. Meant JFgk SEEHLRBTRAE, SHUBRERE WEERZA.
5. Myself §, %, #. 4. 6. get on Fg go forward, Hird: HF
RSN 7. You! F; 2 2 miL. 8. Of themselves i, R{E
Ahil: BERAED Little Two Eyes Fdt, RFg24h. o Apron
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down the tree, and gave the fruit to her
mother. |

Even this did not make the sisters behave
any better to' Little Two Eyes. They were angry
‘with® her, because she alone could get the fruit
and they were more cruel to® her than ever.*

One day, as the three sisters stood by the
tree, a young man came near.

“Quick,” Little Two Eyes,” cried the other
two; “creep out of sight, that you may not bring
shame on® us.” So saying, they threw Little
Two Eyes on the ground,” and put an empty
cask over both her and the apples which she had
-just® plucked. :

Now, as the young man came nearer,” the
two sisters saw that he was a handsome'® prince,
When he got to'! the tree, he stood still,’”® and
looked at it in great wonder.™
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