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Stage One

Think about the following question and quickly read the text.
Computers used in the past were much different than those of to-
day. How can you run a software with an old computer?

(You may think about the questions on the right margin while
you are reading the text. )

1. Before you can use a microcomput-
er, you must load DOS® or “boot the sys-
tem”. The procedure for booting the system
on most micros is simply to load the operat-
ing system from disk storage into main
memory. In most micros, this® is no more
difficult than inserting a DOS disk in a disk

drive and flipping the “on” switch. On some

systems all you have to do is turn on the

@ Disk Operating System (¥ & #81E& %)

@ “this” here refers to “to load *** from *** into main memory”.
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system and within a few seconds, with DOS

in memory, you are ready to begin process-

ing.

2. Once you have loaded the operating
system to memory and the system prompt is
displayed on the screen, you are ready to
run a graphics package, a word processing
package, or any other software package.
To run a software package, you simply in-
sert the diskette containing the software in
the appropriate disk drive, then enter the
name of the file that contains the applica-
tions software. For example, to run the
WordPerfect® word processing package on
an MS@-DOS-based micro, you would load
the software diskette to drive A, then key
in “WP” (the name of the program file) af-
ter the DOS prompt. The next thing you
see would be the opening screen and eventu-
ally the main menu for the word processing

package.

3. If your computer has a hard disk,
you can store the program on hard disk.

You can then load your program directly

How can you boot

the system?

@ “WordPerfect” is the name of word processing software (F=4b %k {4).

@ Microsoft (£%%)
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from the hard disk, thereby eliminating the | How can you run
need to insert the program diskette each | application
time you run the program. software?

(249 words)

When you have read the passage for the first time, you should
have grasped the main idea as is shown in the following informa-

tion map :

How to run an application software

If we don’t have a hard disk If we have a hard disk

1. To boot the system: Insert a DOS We can just turn on the com-
disk and turn on the computer puter and input the name of
2. To run a software: Insert the soft- | the application software
ware disk at the system prompt and

then enter the software name

Stage Two

When you read the text for the second or third time.

1. You should work out what the expressions mean in the text.

microcomputer A word processing package
operating system disk storage

main memory disk drive

process system prompt

graphics package word processing package
software package application software
opening screen main menu

productivity tools hard disk
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graphics package
2. You should be able to retell the text in detail as possible as

you can according to your understanding.

Stage Three

After you studied the text.

1. You should be able to keep the following words in mind;
micro (f &Y 35HL) , flip (5858 /#%) , package (8K {4 f3) , diskette
(RE£%) ,productivity (A= 7, 2 72 HE 1) , bypass (5811, B8 ) ,
eliminate (B 2=, 1HBR)

2. You should be aware of the different uses of the following
words.
load, boot, operate, run, process
prompt, screen, program
memory, drive, package

3. You should realize how the following words are formed;
microcomputer
DOS, MS
procedure
storage, package
software

4. You should be quite familiar with the sentence structures like
the following.

1) The procedure for booting the system on most micros is
simply to load the operating system from disk storage into
main memory.

2) All you have to do is turn on the system within a few sec-

onds you are ready to begin processing.
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3) To run a software package you should load the software
diskette to drive A, then key in “WP” after the DOS
prompt.

4) The next thing would be the opening screen and eventually
the main menu for the word processing package.

5. You should be able to write a short passage on a similar topic

such as “How to run a software with a modern computer”.
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SAMPLE PASSAGE

Read the text and study how you can run a software with an old

computer.

1. Before you can use a microcomput-
er, you must load DOSP or “boot the sys-
tem”. The procedure for booting the system
on most micros is simply to load the operat-
ing system from disk storage into main
memory. In most micros, this® is no more
difficult than inserting a DOS disk in a disk
drive and flipping the “on” switch. On some
systems all you have to do is turn on the
system and within a few seconds, with DOS

in memory, you are ready to begin process-

ing.

2. Once you have loaded the operating
system to memory and the system prompt is
displayed on the screen, you are ready to
run a graphics package, a word processing

package, or any other software package.

@® Disk Operating System (B{&#ERL)

How can you boot

the system?

@ “This” here refers to “to load *+*from *** into main memory”.
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To run a software package, you simply in-
sert the diskette containing the software in
the appropriate disk drive, then enter the
name of the file that contains the applica-
tions software. For example, to run the
WordPerfect® word processing package on
an MS®-DOS-based micro, you would load
the software diskette to drive A, then key
in “WP” (the name of the program file) af-
ter the DOS prompt. The next thing you
see would be the opening screen and event-
ually the main menu for the word process-

ing package.

3. If your computer has a hard disk,
you can store the program on hard disk.
You can then load your program directly
from the hard disk, thereby eliminating the
need to insert the program diskette each
time you run the program.

(249 words)

How can you run
application  soft-

ware ?

You should have grasped the main idea as is shown in the table

when you have read the passage.

@© “WordPerfect” is the name of word processing software (5= ZbFRE{4).

@ MicroSoft ({¥%k)
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Information Map

How to run an application software

If we don’t have a hard disk

If we have a hard disk

1. To boot the system: Insert a DOS
disk and turn on the computer.

2. To run a software: Insert the
software disk at the system
prompt and then enter the soft-

ware name.

We can just turn on
the computer and input
the name of the appli-
cation software.

INSTRUCTION

YR VESL 2 A R 8 % LA Instruction (BIEFE ) MEAH R,
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SAMPLE PASSAGE

Read the short passage and try to show to your classmates how to

sharpen a ruling pen? according to the instructions.

A major instrument in making a me-

chanical drawing® is the ruling pen, which

is used to ink in straight lines and noncircu-
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