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ABSTRACT

In view of the similarity of the overall logic of Plato’s and
Zhuangzi’s aesthetics, of the order in the Idea world and soul, of the
chaos in the Tao and heart, this book dedicated to the comparative
study of Plato’s and Zhuangzi’s aesthetics based on the comparative of
cosmos/order and chaos, in order to reveal the differences in the real-
ity of beauty, the aesthetic psychology, aesthetic realm, and so on.

A series of similarities and differences in their aesthetic thoughts
are based on the similarities and differences between the order of rea-
son and chaos in the nature, which are the fundamental spirits of
Plato’s philosophy and Zhuangzi’s philosophy. In the respect of ontolo-
gy, the Idea world, which is the essence of phenomenon world, is or-
der and rational world, shows its rational property different from the
perceptual phenomenon. And the Idea of beauty is rational , is differ-
ent from the beauty of phenomenon, is the beauty of essence. In con-
trast, Tao is the nature of the world, which is different from the pur-
poseful activity, and expresses the status of chaos. And the “big
beauty” is the beauty of nature.

In the respect of phenomenon, based on their different aesthetic
spirits, the beauty of phenomenon express the differences between the
beauty of justice in Plato’s aesthetics and of moral in Zhuangzi’s aes-
thetics. The beauty of justice, in the respect of soul, is that the soul

is leading by reason, and in the respect of nation, is that the nation is
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ruled by philosopher. Thus, the soul and nation are order. In con-
trast, the beauty of moral, in the respect of heart, is that the heart
excludes purposeful psychological activity, return to the nature. And
in the respect of society, is that the society is ruled by nature. Thus,
the heart and society are ignorance and chaos.

In the respect of aesthetic psychology, Plato’s “memory” and “the
ladder of beauty” shape the order soul of reason, through pursuing re-
ality of beauty and disregarding perceptual beauty , based on order, ra-
tional spirit. In contrast, Zhuangzi’s “forgetting” and “removal of in-
terference in heart” return heart to its nature, through excluding appe-
tite and ingenuity, based on ignorance, ruthless, nature spirit.

As a result of the different aesthetic psychology, in the respect of
aesthetic realm, rational soul pursues the true, catches sight of cos-
mos light of reason, reaches transcendence realm of reason. In the
contrast of natural heart returns to the natural life, reflects the light of
nature, returns to natural free realm. The lights are very important
because they are the symbols of the aesthetic realms, of beauty of Ide-
a or “big beauty”. The book suggests that Plato’s light is rational in-
tuition including logic in psychology, and is the light of the true in
ontology; Zhuagnzi’s light is natural intuition including natural in-
stincts in psychology, and is the light of natural life in ontology.

Therefore, revealing the differences of aesthetic spirits between
Plato’s and Zhuangzi’s aesthetics, contributes to understanding the
differences in the reality of beauty, the aesthetic psychology, aesthet-
ic realm, between Chinese and western aesthetics influenced by

Zhaugnzi and Plato.
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