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Lisa and her grandmother lived on the edge of the wood in a cottage with a garden all round
it. Beyond the garden was their vegetable patch and a meadow sloping down to the lake, where the
Water Lilies were just out. Behind the cottage was the real forest, full of Twinflowers, Bilberries and
Wintergreen.

Lisa had spent all Midsummer Eve working in the garden while Grandma tidied up the cottage.
Then Grandma went out for a while, so Lisa sat down on the step and just gazed at all those sweet-
smelling flowers. She could hear cheerful voices from people on their way to the Midsummer dance.
She would have liked to go with them, but Grandma said she couldn’t go alone.

“You'll just have to spend your Midsummer with the flowers,” she said.

As she sat looking at the flowers, Lisa decided there was something special about them that
evening. They almost seemed to be looking at her, trying to speak to her.

“What do you want!” she said, but they didn’t answer.

Lisa ran out into the meadow to pick some wild flowers, and they were just the same — they kept
nodding strangely at her. She lay down in the grass and nodded back—at the Harebells, Marguerites

and Buttercups. Then suddenly she heard someone call her by name, and, startled, she looked up.
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“It’s all right,” said a gentle voice. “You needn’t be afraid.”

When Lisa looked up, she saw a beautiful figure standing in front of her. She had never seen
anything like it before.

“I'm the Midsummer Fairy,” the voice went on. “The flowers would like you to come to their
party. You see, every Midsummer they can go where they like, though people can’t see them, of
course. If I put a drop of poppy-juice into your eyes, you'll be invisible, too, then you’ll be able to see
them. Would you like that?”

“Yes, please,” said Lisa in surprise. "But why do I have to be invisible?”

“Some of them might be frightened if you weren’t,” said the Fairy. “Because they’re tiny

compared with you. Close your eyes now.”
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Lisa closed her eyes and felt two drops fall on her eyelids. When she looked up again,
the Fairy had vanished.

But the meadow was full of life, because the flowers were all getting ready for the party.
Lisa could see a family of Buttercups eating their sandwiches, their mother very busy wiping

the butter off their chins.
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Lisa went back into the garden and found all the flowers bustling about. In the vegetable
garden Mrs Potato and Mrs Beetroot were busy preparing the food—honey—dew and sweet-
smelling pollen—and the Radishes, Carrots and Pea—blossom were all running around with

plates piled high with food.
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Then the first guests started arriving, the Cornflower leading the way with the B

Barley Boys to music from the Crickets and Bees. Behind her came Marguerites,

Poppies and Clover, Hedge-roses, Baby’s Slipper and Timothy, Camomile and
Wild Chervil, Bindweed and Melanpyrum, Harebells, Buttercups and Anthemies,
Speedwell and Ragged Robin, Vetch, Catchfly and Wild Pansies — so many, it was
almost impossible to count them. The Bees and the Bumblebees buzzed, the Crickets

played and the Harebells tinkled.
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Then all the flowers of the forest came in a much quieter procession, led by
the Butterfly Orchid. Behind came three Twinflowers hand in hand, then the
lovely Spotted Orchid, followed by the Wild Strawberry and her children. Then
Maianthemum, Sorrel, Bilberry and Cranberry, and the Club-moss with his long
train. Behind him came the Spruce and Pine Cones, and last of all a lively little
Juniper.

Every now and again, they stopped and called “Wintergreen, Wintergreen,”

back into the forest. But Wintergreen didn’t come at first, so they went on into the




