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PREFACE

For more than 17 years, I have been the editor of “Collected Master Works for
Guitar”published by the Zen-On Music Co., Ltd. When I first began those many years
ago, even the collection of suitable scores was a very difficult task, owing, simply, to
the lack of availability. I made much use of the scores assembled and owned by the late
Professor Chuzaemon Sawaguchi, and after much labor, was finally able to submit the
music for publication.

It was a collection composed of, not only solo pieces, such as they were in the world
of guitar music in those days, but also of pieces intended solely for practice as well.

As things stand as of now, however, textbooks and collected practice pieces are
published as a single entity, and therefore the idea of assembling solo works, ranging
from pieces on a small scale to those more ambitious, each of them emphasizing a
different aspect-from technique to the various musical qualities-seemed appropriate.

The first edition is a collection of the pieces of Fernando Sor. His works are varied
and numerous, and those suitable for public performance are also many. Although even the
“practice”pieces are often performed as well. It is my belief that knowing these particular
Sor pieces is a necessity for those wishing to go on to advanced performance on the guitar.

Sor, Bach and Tarrega are the three requisite composers for the guitar performer.
Knowledge of them is essential for anyone wishing to become a fine guitarist. I would
like to express my appreciation to Mr. Masami Okabe for the assistance he has kindly

given me.

Yasuo Abe
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PREFACE

For more than 17 years, I have been the editor of “Collected Master Works for
Guitar”published by the Zen-On Music Co., Ltd. When I first began those many years
ago, even the collection of suitable scores was a very difficult task, owing, simply, to
the lack of availability. I made much use of the scores assembled and owned by the late
Professor Chuzaemon Sawaguchi, and after much labor, was finally able to submit the
music for publication.

It was a collection composed of, not only solo pieces, such as they were in the world
of guitar music in those days, but also of pieces intended solely for practice as well.

As things stand as of now, however, textbooks and collected practice pieces are
published as a single entity, and therefore the idea of assembling solo works, ranging
from pieces on a small scale to those more ambitious, each of them emphasizing a
different aspect-from technique to the various musical qualities-seemed appropriate.

The first edition is a collection of the pieces of Fernando Sor. His works are varied
and numerous, and those suitable for public performance are also many. Although even the
“practice”’pieces are often performed as well. It is my belief that knowing these particular
Sor pieces is a necessity for those wishing to go on to advanced performance on the guitar.

Sor, Bach and Tarrega are the three requisite composers for the guitar performer.
Knowledge of them is essential for anyone wishing to become a fine guitarist. I would
like to express my appreciation to Mr. Masami Okabe for the assistance he has kindly

given me.

Yasuo Abe
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