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Is there any special meaning of your name?

233 Well, | think my parents wish me to be tall and strong, so they named me
Songbai, pine tree in English, which is often compared to those upright
people.

N ESRT
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i the five elements F{7 in one’s own name AAECHE X ; EGH
# the Christian name # %, %%.4 in the name of %£------ BHE . Xfoe s

i name after P/------ A keep one’s name on the books & & F £,
. family tree K% REBSE

i; identity card 5 Mt leave a name behind &% /51t

* an assumed name &3 make a name for oneself %

i a man of name A&z + . How do you do? {R#,

» aman of no name F%&/\ZE How are you? {R¥F,

* by the name of &0y------ # Nice meeting you. R534AR1R,

“  call sb. names BEA How nice to meet you. IARRES 3,

Z get a name {2 &7F, H& It's a privilege to know you. A& 2 K
» give one’s name R4 HEE,

" inname &X tth, HEELH What is your name? {R04{+4 % F?

W

S EBOESHESE

< 'What is your name? —
My name is Tan Songbai, but you can feel free to call me George, which is my English
name.

“"‘f What other names do you have? ]

Well, yes | do. For example, | have a net name, UFO, which is the name | use to
chat with people onine; you know when | use the online interactive software like Skype and
QQ, | want to make people feel that | am kind of mysterious. In life, my friends also call me
Mr. Fat because of my being overweight, but it is notheing offensive.

ey TRER | 3



““‘&‘{ﬁave you ever changed your name? Why or why not? ]

Well, yes. The previous name | had just sounds so silly. It is even close to the
Chinese word for “stupid”. | changed it because | do not want to embarrass myself.

:‘53{ Do Chinese people like changing their names? Why or why not? |

In my personal opinion, generally Chinese people don't like changing their names,
because to most people, names are generally given by parents, representing parents’
wish for their life, and officially it is not easy to change, because one has to change
the ID card, credit cards, etc. , which means a lot of trouble.

‘ﬁ”{Do women change their names when they get married in China? ]

I know it is quite common for women to take on their spouse’s family name in other
cultures. But in China, that is not the case—women often keep their maiden name
even after getting married. But, officially, people would call them Mrs. plus their
husband’s surname.

4 | 7REEREBSC—OE - M



How many people are there in your family?

230k Well, like most people in China now, | have a typical Chinese core family. |
mean, only my parents and |. Although | have uncles and aunts, but we do

not really live under the same roof.
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distant cousin T E & Mk only child J&4 F

» foster father X twin brother XA R4 556
» adoptive father 355 half brother X 8 R%E, BEEXRE
S BEROETHESE 4
< Do you get along well with your family? )

Well, generally | get along well with my family. My parents are very open-minded,
although sometimes we have generation gap as well. Especially when it comes to
music or art, we can never agree with each other.

\53{ Do you live with any of your grandparents? ' )

Unfortunately not, because they passed away when | was rather small; | do not have
much memory of them. Sometimes, | wish | lived with them.

' [1 ) -
"E{ Do you often argue with your mother or father? What about? )

Yes, when we have different opinions about what kind of friends | make and what kind
of courses | should take. | want to have my own choice, but they think they are more
experienced and would like me to do as they suggest.

Q. ' g

< Is spanking a good way to discipline children? |

| am afraid not. | think they may hurt too much. | mean mentally, the children who are
spanked might feel ashamed and would have some psychological problems or do not
want to communicate with parents anymore.

o _,9._,0'

{What kind of things do you do with your family?

Apart from having dinner, watching TV, we do many things together. For example, we
often go for a walk after dinner, and we also go to theater together.

’Ym‘x i Day1 TRER Il 7



