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A Young Man of Fortune 9

CHAPTER ONE

A Young Man of SFortune

It is a truth universally acknowledged that a single man
in possession of a good fortune must be in want of a wife.

Certainly, when a lady has five daughters of marriage-
able age and she hears that such a man has moved into
her neighbourhood she is apt to regard him as the right-
ful property of one or other of her daughters. This, at
any rate, was the view of Mrs Bennet of Longbourn
House, near Meryton in Hertfordshire, when the news
came to her ears on a day in February 1810.

“My dear Mr Bennet,” she said to her husband, “have
you heard that Netherfield Park is let at last?”

Mr Bennet made no answer.

“Do you not want to know who has taken it?” cried his
wife impatiently.

“You want to tell me, and I have no objection to hear-
ing it.”

“Well, Netherfield has been taken by Mr Bingley, a
young man of fortune from the north.”

“Indeed? Is he married or single?”

“Oh, single, my dear, to be sure!” cried Mrs Bennet
ccstatically. “What a fine thing for our girls!”
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“How so? How can it affect them?”

“My dear Mr Bennet,” replied his wife, “I am thinking
of his marrying one of them.”

“Is that why he has come?” said her husband drily.

“What nonsense! But it’s very likely that he’ll fall in
love with one of the girls, and so you must vasit him.”

Mr Bennet rose and faced his wife. “I have no inten-
tion of doing that, I assure you.”

“But consider your daughters,” cried his wife, aghast.

“I fail to see the necessity.” said Mr Bennet.

“What a trying man you are!” she cried. “It will be
impossible for us to visit him if you will not?”

“Not at all,” said Mr Bennet mildly. “T will send this
young man a few lines giving him my consent to marry
whichever of the girls he chooses. Though I must throw
in a good word for my little Lizzy.”

“You will do no such thing,” cried his wife indignantly.
“Elizabeth is not a bit better than the others.”

“Indeed,” said Mr Bennet, “none of them have much
to recommend them. They are all silly and ignorant like
other girls — but Lizzy has something more of quickness
than her sisters.”

“Mr Bennet, you take delight in vexing me! You have
no pity for my poor nerves.”

Mr Bennet had walked over to the door of his library,
which opened off the morning room. “You are mistaken,
my dear,” he said. “I have a high respect for your nerves.
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