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Abstract

Since 1990s, the economic shortage has been basically van-
ished. the phenomenon of economy output “supply exceeds de-
mand” has appeared and the buyer market has formed, which is the
result of the productive force develops vigorously. Since 2004, the
grain production has been keeping increase during the continual ten
years. which guaranteed not only the people” s grain consumption
but also massive using in the feed and the processing every year.
People’ s living standard has transformed from “warm and suf-
ficient” to “well-off” . People’ s consumption style has changed to
eating-well from eating-full. People pursue nutrition, health, con-
venient and green food not the quantity in the past. Meanwhile,
agriculture in China has been experienced the arduously and com-
plexly transitional period in which we are facing unprecedented
problems, such as unpredictable market . intriguing factor affect-
ing agricultural price, agricultural surplus and structural insuffi-
cient supply coexist, over stock of local product with the foreign
goods rushing to domestic market. In addition, we are facing the
problems of agriculture output increasing coexist with the farm’ s
income decreasing , increasing gap of city and country-
side. Furthermore with the rapid development of industrialization
and urbanization, farmland area shrank coexist with large area of
barren lands, groundwater level decline in North China. and eco-
logical environment in south area of heavy metal pollution in areas
such as deterioration of the crop. adds to our concerns on agricul-
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ture in China.

From the perspective of agricultural function. this paper stud-
ies the agricultural development stage. reveals agricultural develop-
ment objective law. discusses basic reasons of agricultural develop-
ment. analyses the direct cause of agriculture stage change. we can
find the solution to the problems of facing in the agriculture, pro-
moting the agriculture stage change. and achieving the third econo-
my strategic target in the middle 21st century. This research has
the traits of novel perspective. totally objective., and significant.
This paper mainly has included the deeply research in following
four aspects;

Firstly. based on the analysis of two concepts of function and
expand, this article defines the three basic function of agriculture:
the production function. the life function and the ecological func-
tion. The production function is to meet the people’ s increasing
and optimizing food consumption and industrial growth needs. The
life function is to satisfy the farmer’ s life demands and the core of
life function is to enhance the farmer’ s income. The ecological
function is the agricultural environmental protection and ecological
balance function. The three basic agricultural functions are the
premise of the function expanding. This paper also logically clari-
fies the three functions and other agricultural research results.
deeply analyses the relationship between the agricultural policy and
the agricultural function expanding.

Secondly, from the view of the agricultural policy and expan-
ding function. this article constructs index system with 26 indices
to the agricultural development stages at the basic principle of a-
vailability, comprehensiveness. quantity. Using the entropy weig-
hing method and the Q type clustering method, it analyses the agri-
cultural stages since the reform and open in China. This paper di-
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vides the agriculture development of PRC into three stages, name-
ly, grain stage. food stage and foodstuff stage. The grain stage is
the period before the reforming and opening of PRC, the food stage
is the period from the reforming and opening of PRC to the early
21st century, the foodstuff stage is the period since the early 21st
century.

Thirdly. this paper tentatively analyses three agriculture func-
tions in each stage and the plights of function expanding. These
studies will help us understand the agricultural policy and goals in
different stages and realize the three agricultural functions. make
reasonable agriculture policy which orienting the advanced produc-
tive forces.

Fourthly, this paper deeply studies the factors of the three
agriculture functions. Using the canonical correlation analysis
method and the SPSS tools, this paper analyses the affecting fac-
tors of the agricultural production function. Using Eviews tools
and the Granger causality test , it analyses the effect factors of the
agricultural life function. It also analyses the affecting factors of
the agricultural ecological function from the first and the second ec-
ological perspective. At the end of the paper, it puts forward the
developing strategic choice for full playing the three agricultural

functions and promoting the agriculture sustainable development.
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