el

Green
3

LimEm AR AR R
LERREFRER
Bt X F 2 ST ML F B

Shanghai Urban Planning & Design Research Institute
Shanghai Xian Dai Architectural Design Group

College of Architecture & Urban Planning,
Tongji University

TONGJI UNIVERSITY PRESS

@ R [ + % wisit




(areer
"= 0USE

&
LT T AR AR

Shanghai Urban Planning & Design Research Institute
ERARBRRITREA

Shanghai Xian Dai Architectural Design Group

5 R 235 3 AL & 5 Be

College of Architecture & Urban Planning, Tongji University

@ R /4 + 5tk
TONGJIT UNIVERSITY PRESS



The Green House

Shanghai Urban Planning & Design Research Institute
Shanghai Xian Dai Architectural Design Group

College of Architecture & Urban Planning, Tongji University

Chief Editor Zhang Yuxin

Advisers Zheng Shiling, Xia Liging, He Shanquan,

Zhao Wanliang, Liu Jinping, Fan Gaomin, Zhuo Gangfeng,
Zhi Wenjun

Editorial Members Su Gongzhou, Tang Yu’en,

Hua Xiahong, Xi Wenqin, Zou Xun

Authors “The Birth of the Green House” by Hua Xiahong;
“Sixty Years of Vicissitudes” Chapter 1, 2 by Xi Wenqin,
Wu Qiuging, Chen Peng and Xu Jirong, Chapter 3 by Tang
Yu'en, Zou Xun and Cui Ying; “Revival of the Classic”
Chapter 1, 2 by Tang Yu'en, Zou Xun and Cui Ying,

Chapter 3 by Qi Yingjie, Ye Banjun, Zhu Lirong, Wang Qilin,

Lu Jun'ou and Cui Ying

Translator Michelle Qiao

English Revise Hua Xiahong, Chen Peng, Zou Xun
Photographers Xi Wenlei, Tang Yu'en, Xu Yifan, Zou Xun,
Cui Ying, Hua Ke, Su Ping, Su Xinbao, Chen Zongliang
llustrators Zhu Liangdong, Hua Ke, Guo Yanyan, Cui Ying,
Qi Yingjie

Publication Planning Su Gongzhou, Tang Yu'en,
Xi Wengqin, Hua Xiahong, Wu Qiuging

Editor Zhang Cui

Book Designer Yuan Yinchang, Li Jing

Acknowledgements

Shanghai Xian Dai Architectural Design Group Historical
Building Conservation Design & Research Institute;
Shanghai Xian Dai Architectural Decoration & Landscape
Design Research Institute Co., Ltd

Shanghai Urban Construction Archives

Shanghai Urban Planning Investment Company Limited
Victoria University Library, Canada

Consulate General of the Republic of Hungary in Shanghai
The Hungarian Hudec Culture Foundation

& E
ES.
B
&% %
B’RA
TCE
HXHR
B ®
% [
HiRGE %
RIERE
BRI
LB

ZET

EETET AR TR
LFEIKRRIRITER
EIF RFRASWMHT AL Fb

*E

fTEN BAR
=RE XXE
LTI Z00

4T

BEXE % &

2360 EME B
#

BER % B #
AR HHEE KH

ARG E X

HES

e EmE
XEEE HSR
AN BER
BREFRE"
EERNTE
- =ZH
E=F

iz =5
e
F=F ¥
4% H

LTI B M
FEE BER
L
RRE £
AN BEER
ik 2

RRE = B

E
W= 3 @&
BHE KRR

o
Mg B =

EXGL R

E i
e tRaR
-

S
& OEHEW

LR REA L EBRARPRITHRR.
BRI RIR T 5 b
LT TR EE
EBHMEVERAE
MEREZF T AFEBE
QAL BB MEE
CERIE Sl e -5



(areer
%F ) |50

wmE
LT T AR HRE

Shanghai Urban Planning & Design Research Institute

FRIIREBRRITEA

Shanghai Xian Dai Architectural Design Group

RFRFRAS WA FR

College of Archntecture & Urban Planning, Tongji University

@ B A + % il
TONGJI UNIVERSITY PRESS




The Green House

Shanghai Urban Planning & Design Research Institute
Shanghai Xian Dai Architectural Design Group

College of Architecture & Urban Planning, Tongji University

Chief Editor Zhang Yuxin

Advisers Zheng Shiling, Xia Liging, He Shanquan,

Zhao Wanliang, Liu Jinping, Fan Gaomin, Zhuo Gangfeng,
Zhi Wenjun

Editorial Members Su Gongzhou, Tang Yu'en,

Hua Xiahong, Xi Wenqin, Zou Xun

Authors “The Birth of the Green House” by Hua Xiahong;
“Sixty Years of Vicissitudes” Chapter 1, 2 by Xi Wenqin,
Wu Qiuging, Chen Peng and Xu Jirong, Chapter 3 by Tang
Yu'en, Zou Xun and Cui Ying; “Revival of the Classic”
Chapter 1, 2 by Tang Yu'en, Zou Xun and Cui Ying,

Chapter 3 by Qi Yingjie, Ye Banjun, Zhu Lirong, Wang Qilin,

Lu Jun’ou and Cui Ying

Translator Michelle Qiao

English Revise Hua Xiahong, Chen Peng, Zou Xun
Photographers Xi Wenlei, Tang Yu'en, Xu Yifan, Zou Xun,
Cui Ying, Hua Ke, Su Ping, Su Xinbao, Chen Zongliang
llustrators Zhu Liangdong, Hua Ke, Guo Yanyan, Cui Ying,
Qi Yingjie

Publication Planning Su Gongzhou, Tang Yu'en,
Xi Wengin, Hua Xiahong, Wu Qiuging

Editor Zhang Cui

Book Designer Yuan Yinchang, Li Jing

Acknowledgements

Shanghai Xian Dai Architectural Design Group Historical
Building Conservation Design & Research Institute;
Shanghai Xian Dai Architectural Decoration & Landscape
Design Research Institute Co., Ltd

Shanghai Urban Construction Archives

Shanghai Urban Planning Investment Company Limited
Victoria University Library, Canada

Consulate General of the Republic of Hungary in Shanghai
The Hungarian Hudec Culture Foundation

EC I
E
[
& =
# R A
FCEE
RXERK
' ®
z A
HiR G %
RIERE
BRI
LR i}

BET
AT R RNR TR 5 B
FERRERRITER
BFAFERSH TR

KEE

e EWE AER RAR

XsE RSK =RE XXF

»yil EER HHEI EL B OB

RETRE" £BY

TRRATE }

£—. T EXh RUE R OB REX
B=% BEER B o # F
‘ZAFIT

g—. -7 BER B M E X

E=7 FEA HHEFE KHE THH

FRE E X

4R

EEU K OB B

FEE BEXEER R % o B F
£\ B % BFE KRR

RRFE &£ H FHH E E FERX
AN BEER B3N £EI KU
K OE

"RRE T #

EERARRRTTERAR LZRRIPRITHRR.
BHFRMHIFRITTA R

LT REEEE

LEEAEVERAT
MEREZFITRFEBE
QTG LR R REE
YFFPERXLBEES









B X

Contents

' Preface

The Birth of the Green House

Collaboration between a Successful Merchant and a Star Architect
Searching for the Perfect Space and Art Form
A typical Representative of Shanghai Modern Culture

Sixty Yea;'s of VicTséitudes

9

101

BRI ESRERA MM SE
FHRENZEMNZAER
EBIEREE XL HENR

RRATE

Change Quietly in the Mighty Torrent of History
Predestination with Shanghai Urban Planning & Design Research Institute

Scarred after Another Ten-year Lease

105
109
119

139

AR R E R
SAARNT R 5%
+HEHEE. mEEIF

ZeEm

Restoration of the Original Appearance
Revival of Modernism Style

Improved safety and comfort

147
171
197

. Epilogue 207

REZ A LR
BUAALEXHE
RAREMNFER

BEig |

References

Image Copyrights

214
215

S Xk
B R AR AX






ke -
g et SR ._m._._

A S




Zheng Shiling

The restoration project of the nearly 80-year-old Green House from 2009 to 2014
is another significant event in the conservation of Shanghai’s historic buildings.
It shows that the city’s history and its architecture have won increasing social
respect and the city’s culture has reached a new international level. It also
indicates that the conservation work of Shanghai’s historic buildings has entered
a new phase of diversification and refinement.

Reputed as one of the largest and most luxurious residences in the Far East, the
once mysterious Green House has been considered as the city’s best modern
residential building, which represented a climax of the city’s modern architectural
development in the modern times (1920s-30s). In recent years, Slovakia-Hungarian
architect Laszlo Hudec and his works have attracted extensive social interest,
which also brought about a wider range of introductions and attentions on
Shanghai’s modern architecture. As a pioneering architect in Shanghai, Hudec had
played an important role in and contributed greatly to the creation of Shanghai's
architectural modern era with the Green House as its outstanding example.

The building is widely called the Green House owing not only to the impressive
green glazed tiles on its fagade but also to the special vivid expression it conveys
as a symbol of the unique experience of its first owner. The Green House and
its first owner had gone through the glories and the following long-time helpless
declines together. Several changes of its ownership brought about an array of



BHEENTERERN "&FEF HELAFEMERIELE (2009-2014)
RLBRFRERARIPHON—HXE, BRAWTNHHTERNT EEF
AMSMNEE, MHHXHEESHERELAKE, BttRE, LG
I ERFRIPENT ZTALFFHRLAIER

FEFXE/LERBHNEFEEEREATTREASFENEFEZ—.
ARURER LSBIEREAPRMEFOBEEN, KRTEEMALEER
BHEH. LFEk, HHOEEZARSERNEFIMEREERALS
ERXENEH, LEMERBRABALBE ZHNEMEN., EALE
HI—REHREANN, BERSEEET LEEANEERK, WARAE,
HPSpEmigitE BT LsEEEHTHEE.

ARXBER "#FBF MPEXEZRN, RREABRAFZEMEEIE
RIS ILE AMNBYRLIEN S, LREB FHIMBERRE, RSRVNEE
R ERBRRE—ENFS. SEFHNENEIAZRTE BIEEN
MERKEERHNER, LIEREFXFET—RISATENENER,
FREBZHTEMEE, XTENTERNSXBERIIEE. RRMBE
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unpleasant experiences almost unbearable to recall. Despite all the hardships
and sufferings, the Green House, which still looks graceful after washing off all
the dirt and dust, has once again regained its yesterday beauty after 80 years.
It mirrors not only Shanghai’s architectural history, but also the urban transition
and social vicissitudes of the past 80 years.

The Green House is the best of over 60 private residences designed by Laszlo
Hudec in Shanghai, which is also one of Hudec’s works expressing his creative
originality most. Hudec’s architecture of this period represents his best
architectural achievement. The architect, who had just accomplished the True
Light Buildings (1932), the Grand Theatre (1933) and the Park Hotel (1934), had
fully performed his architectural talents on the Green House, which combined
modernism and expressionism and adapted the then popular Art Deco style on
detailed decorations. It would be fair to say that the Green House alone should
be adequate to make Hudec recorded in the world’s architectural history,
although the international architectural circle of his time hadn’t given him the
right acclaim Hudec deserved. In designing the Green House, Hudec had taken
into account every detail, from the streamlining outer shape, the flowing interior
space, the elegant balconies, the French windows that offer a full view of the
garden, the blending of the building with surrounding environment and urban
streets, simple-cut detailed decorations to the perfect configuration of advanced
water, heating, electric equipments and some other building components.



FRAESEE., FEFRUINANZLEEFANAE, B2 LI\t
FHHTEEIMHESER.

GEFRBTHERELSEITHATSERIXNEEHNRI AN, t
ROpE AT P RAREIBHAIERZ —. PBETEXTREAERK
RTHMRSEH, EEXAR (1932) | XXX (1933) . EER
iE (1934) ZJ5, BRAITAIEH A EAEZREFXEEZR ELEGHBER
¥, MOKRENMERRELF &, MBEHRATHHRITHRGZAX
TR, BRI S b A B R ER 41 57 X 5Bk SE g B AE H L B YIE M A9IE
XESFEFHEILSHERTFEANREZHEM. BRPRERASNEDIE
B AsmAEE. KENEE. BEEREREKRZLE. SHEH
WHEHENZMAR. EENAMRENR. EHNKERRESEAMERN
2SS, ATENE—MTRAITAEMRER. FMkit. AREE
SN, BRAFABHAFGIHTNRE, 2R TEAMBEE O
HIh., FEFHREERREEAMNEFTARAMEEEE. BHITAIR
HHEBNEIIZEANER.
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Although the final plan of the building had been revised for several times, it still kept
a natural feeling without any trace of hard touch. This again has demonstrated
the architect’s superb skills. The success of the Green House resulted from a
mélange of the life style and aesthetic taste of the original owner as well as the
architect’s magnificent design and the refined conservation work.

The conservation and restoration project of the Green House is designed by a
team from Shanghai Xian Dai Architectural Design Group, led by architectural
maestro Tang Yu’en, which has taken part in a rainbow of conservation and
restoration of historic buildings including the former Shanghai Club on the
Bund, the former Sassoon House and the former British Consulate. Her team
has perfectly integrated the exploration of conservation ideas, the documental
research and the experiences on engineering design. The meticulous design
along with the careful texture research and study of the originality of the
architecture by architects and engineers together have revived the original
appearances of the historic buildings and adapted to new functions as well. In
this way, the history of the buildings continues to tell the stories of the past, the
present and the future.

Oct 1, 2014

Zheng Shiling, academician of Academy of Sciences, professor of Tongiji Univeristy
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BRI Rt EAREENEFIENARELTEZARER £/
R, FEIRXREEFE, LBRFNHE/UESZ, HiEdx. W
FEFRFRIEE,

2014108 1H

Ml FERFRERL BFRFEHER

13



14

Xia Liging

Shanghai, a melting pot of Chinese and Western cultures, has kept abundant
historic cultural heritages. Among a rainbow of historic buildings hidden behind
the exuberant phoenix trees, some are known for their former owners who
were famous historic figures either with prominent positions or with great
achievements, while others are famous for showcasing architectural designs
either of the beautiful classic renaissance or of different countries and regions.
Perched at the crossroad of Tongren Road and Beijing Road West, the Green
House which perfectly complements with the surrounding urban space and
features an east-meet-west modern ambience, has thus been acclaimed as “one
of most luxurious houses in the Far East.”

Following the spreading of western influence to the east in the late 1920s,
Shanghai’s architectural circle was changing accordingly with the strive to
make a breakthrough from the classic renaissance style and experiment
more with modern-style architecture. The Green House was born under such
circumstances. Merging seamlessly with the natural environment of the plot,
the building which revealed a generally flowing, free-style shape and a simple
but magnificent outlook with advanced, refined equipments installed inside, had
truly fulfilled the promise of architect Laszlo Hudec to the owner D. V. Woo at the
start of the designing work, “this house will not look outdated in the next 50 to
100 years.”



