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Generations

@ 1. Study the following words and fill the chart with their other forms.

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb
encouragement
popular
energetic
amazedly
excite
engagedly
dazzle
rebellion
' questionable
belief

€ 2. Fill in the blanks with words chosen from the box below. Change the form where

necessary.
. intimidate =satrenvelop-» sneak -+ . console '
s alienate f j Y C ‘ Lri'goro;u’s" e Rarness= .- o "twist '
15 : :y'._':‘:‘;..’:.i'i;ﬁ;;‘«ﬁ:;.,w B T TR o i F55v S e A
1) The house isin a position on the village green.
2) Getting third prize was poor for all their hard work.
3) The treaty was the result of long between the two countries.
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4) As the mountain peak was in mist and clouds, it could hardly be seen by tourists.
5) Don't try to people by pinning labels on them.
6) As we learn more about the molecules that control dendritic cells, we will find ways to

their therapeutic potential.

7) She was from her friend by her foolish behavior.
8) James loved up on his sister to frighten her when he was a child.
9) Our next warm-up is a tongue , which demands your correct pronunciation of the

two consonants, /s/ and /J/.

10) Indeed, all his non-fiction — he also wrote novels, short stories and poetry — was

analytical.

@ 3. Rewrite the following sentences with the words provided.

1) The students were undoubtedly engaged, just not with me. (doubt)

2) Our students are so alienated by education that they are trying to sneak right past it. (alienation)

3) How did institutions designed for learning become so widely hated by people who love

learning? (hatred)

4) Not surprisingly, our students struggle to find meaning and significance inside these walls.

(meaningful, significant)
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5) We can welcome laptops, cell phones, and iPods into our classroom, not as distractions, but as

powerful learning technologies. (distract)

@ 4. Paraphrase the following sentences.

1) | started talking and an almost deafening silence greeted my first words.

2) My teaching assistants consoled me by noting that students have learned that they can “get by”

without paying attention in their classes.

3) It was the unquestioned assumption that “getting by” is the name of the game.

4) And yet he went on to speak with passionate conviction about his love of learning and the

desire to spread that love.

5) We just have to stop pretending that the walls separate us from the world, and begin working

with students in the pursuit of answers to real and relevant questions.

@ 5. Translate the following English sentences into Chinese.

1) The room is nothing less than a state of the art information dump, a physical manifestation
of the all too pervasive yet narrow and naive assumption that to learn is simply to acquire
information, built for teachers to effectively carry out the relatively simple task of conveying

information.
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2) | rush to amuse them with jokes and stories as | swing, twist, and swirl that gyro mouse,
directing the 786 432 pixels dancing points of light behind me, hoping to dazzle them with a

multi-media extravaganza.

3) Created in the image of these technologies, luddites imagine students to be distracted and
superficial while techno-optimists see a new generation of hyper-thinkers bored with old school

ways.

4) There is literally something in the air, and it is nothing less than the digital artifacts of over one
billion people and computers networked together collectively producing over 2 000 gigabytes of

new information per second.

5) Classrooms built to re-enforce the top-down authoritative knowledge of the teacher are now
enveloped by a cloud of ubiguitous digital information where knowledge is made, not found,
and authority is continuously negotiated through discussion and participation. In short, they tell

us that our walls no longer mark the boundaries of our classrooms.

@ . Complete the sentences by translating into English the Chinese given in brackets.

1) To many teachers’ disappointment, although

(HA1:8 K5 A 6972 %), some students seem to be distracted by laptops, iPods and mobile

phones.
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2) To many teachers’ horror, with the new technology, students can

(% 3 R P B R T 49 4038,

3) A lot of people believe that (BT ARSI A

for the problem now facing education.

4) (% A B F %KM F1L) is not caused by
texting, web-surfing and iPods but by boundaries between education and the real world.

5) When students (IFA ELH EZZEF), they

will make good use of the new technology and make it a facilitator but not a hindrance.

€ 7. Read the following passage with ten blanks. Select one word for each blank from the
following list of choices. You may not use any of the words more than once.

Today, the generation gap has not 1) , but it is shrinking in many families. The
old authoritarian 2) to discipline — a starchy “Because | said so, that's why” — is
giving 3) to a new egalitarianism and a “Come, let us reason together” attitude.

The result can be a 4) closeness among family members. Conversations that
would not have taken place a generation ago — or that would have been 5) — now
are comfortable and common. And parent-child activities, from shopping to sports, involve an

easy camaraderie that can continue into adulthood.

No wonder greeting cards today 6) the message, “To my mother, my best
friend.”

But family experts 7) that the new equality can also have a 8) ,
diminishing respect 9) parents.

“There’s still a lot of strict, authoritarian parenting out there, but there is a change happening,”
says Kerrie Laguna, a mother of two young children and a psychology professor at Lebanon Valley
College in Annville, Pa. “In the middle of that change, there is a lot of 10) among
parents.”
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@ 2. Supplementary reading
Read the texts and then do the exercises.

Text 1
Internet Poses New Challenges for Chinese Parents

The increasing use of the Internet has increased the generation gap between many Chinese
urban residents and their children in households that have access to the Internet.

While a growing number of middle school students indulge in surfing on the Internet and
on-line chat, many of their parents still do not know how to use computer well.

The widening gap has recently drawn much publicity following reports that several middle
school students have left their homes without saying good-bye and have remained missing for
weeks in Internet-related cases.

The students are believed to have left their homes to meet those with whom they fell in
love via the Internet, or to devote their time to Internet gaming. Two junior middle school girls in
Shanghai, identified by their Internet names as “Rag Doll” and “Yang Xue”, have been missing
for two months in an Internet-related case, the Shanghai-based Xinmin Evening News reported
earlier this week. Their parents, still in shock, have come to realize their own responsibility for
the disappearance of their daughters. In an e-mail to their daughters, the parents wrote “we are
sorry to have treated you as just little kids who know nothing, and kept blaming you when we
disagreed with.” “We know too little of your inner world.”

The case of Rag Doll and Yang Xue, however, is just tip of the iceberg of Internet-related

-

problems facing Chinese parents. A 16-year-old schoolgirl in central China’s Hunan Province left
home last July for Baotou, an industrial city in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, north
China, to “look for love” she found online. Earlier this year, two junior school students in Beijing
disappeared from their homes and schools. One, who is still missing, is said to be infatuated with
computer games in Internet bars, and the other, who was reported missing for two months,
simply spent the time chatting online all night in Internet bars.

A recent survey on the influence of high technology on students has found, among other
things, that using personal computers has become one of the major pastimes for urban middle
school students in China, while their parents focus their attention on the academic performance
of the children, ignoring the children’s need for emotional exchange and parental guidance.

Xiong Qingnian, vice-president of the Institute of Higher Learning at Fudan University, said
junior middle school students are too young to be able to cope with the complicated virtual world
independently.

Some classmates of the two Shanghai girls said they liked surfing on the Internet, which
gave them a sense of maturity and independence. But for their emotional problems arising from
their experiences via the Internet, the students complained, they could not consult their teachers
or parents over those sensitive issues, due to their lack of understanding or computer-related
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knowledge.

Yang Xiong, president of the Juvenile Institute of the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences,
said a rapid flow of information and knowledge has made it difficult for parents to be the sole
authority of knowledge and information over their children. The Internet has actually facilitated
democracy in a family, Yang said, adding parents should regard their children as equal friends,
which will make it easier for them to speak their minds.

“The parents, on the other hand, should enrich and update their knowledge to keep up with
the times and narrow the generation gap, and offer their kids the right advice or help.”

The number of Internet subscribers in China is close to 30 million, up about 50 percent over
the same period of last year. But the population of middle school students using the Internet
is set to jump at breathtaking speed. Computer courses are available to millions of students as
young as eight years old in major Chinese cities, where personal computers are becoming another
inexpensive household item like television sets.

Choose the best one to answer each of the following questions.

1) Why some classmates of the two Shanghai girls liked surfing on the Internet?
A. Because it could give them some consolation.
B. Because it could provide a new way for them to make friends.
C. Because it could make them feel that they were mature and independent.
D. Because it could open a new window.
2) What has made the generation gap between Chinese urban adults and their children bigger and
bigger?
A. The different outlook of the world.
B. The increasing use of the Internet.
C. The different opinions of current affairs.
D. The rapidly changing world.
3) According to Yang Xiong, the expert, how children can express their opinions with ease?
A. When they are welcomed by their peers.

B. When they are praised by their teachers.
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C. When they are praised by their parents.
D. When they are regarded as equal friends by their parents.
4) How can parents narrow the generation gap between them and their kids?
A. By showing their interest in the Internet.
B. By often praising their kids.
C. By updating their knowledge.
D. By talking with their kids.
5) Why the case of Rag Doll and Yang Xue is said to be just tip of the iceberg of Internet-related
problems facing Chinese parents?
A. Because it is rather new.
B. Because it has aroused great concern.
C. Because it is controversial.
D. Because it represents many of the same kind.

| 4 Text 2

w College Students Today: Overconfident or Just Assured?

| Last spring, | retired after 33 years on the faculty at Central Washington University. When

E people hear that, the most common question they ask me is whether students have changed
over the years.

| My answer is: Yes, in several ways that are important to both teachers and employers as the
first of the millennial generation (born between 1983 and 2003) graduates from college and
enters the workforce.

Students are certainly more confident — some might say overconfident — than they used
to be. They have a sense of their own importance, and why not? They've been praised and
protected by their parents more than any generation in history.

They're close to their parents. A recent survey shows that 30 percent of parents talk to

their children every day. Half engage in “helicoptering,” hovering over their children to mediate
| conflicts with peers and professors. About 10 percent even admit to writing their children’s
papers for them.

Students are also more demanding than they used to be. They have a sense of entitlement.

A few will tell you bluntly that they want good grades because they're “paying for them.” Even
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the more diplomatic ones often seem to think the faculty should satisfy them, not the other way
around. Despite the cliché, they don’t understand “no.” To many, it means “not now,” or “let’s
negotiate.”

Today's students don't respond well to criticism. They want to work with positive people who
mark their successes, not failures. In the 1973 movie “The Paper Chase,” there’s a scene in which
an imperious law professor calls on a student who is unprepared for class. He hands the student a
dime and tells him to call his mother and say he’s probably never going to become a lawyer. True,
the comment would have been cruel even then. But if any professor tried it today, I'm pretty sure
a complaint would be filed. Today’s students demand respect — and they know their rights.

They're not very respectful themselves, however. They don’t always mean to be that way;
they’re just not very mindful of their audience. They don't realize the effect their behavior has on
others. You wouldn't think, for example, that you'd have to tell university students not to text-
message or, check their e-mail during class, or leave before class is over, but it's become standard
practice.

Today’s students are easily bored. Raised with plenty of access to information on the Internet
and surrounded by high-tech gadgetry, it takes a lot to impress them in the classroom. Lectures
seldom do it; even Socratic dialogue and group discussions don’t always work. Games are good.

Students want learning to be a social activity and one that is immediately rewarding. They like

material to be concrete and specific — practical, rather than theoretical.

And today’s students are more materialistic than they used to be. For 40 years, UCLA has
published an annual survey of incoming college freshmen. In 1970, 80 percent of freshmen
thought “developing a meaningful philosophy of life” was an important college goal. By 2005,
nearly 75 percent thought it was important to be “very well-off financially.”

To be sure, in their minds these new students are not overconfident, but assured; not
demanding, but assertive; not impatient, impulsive, or materialistic, but driven, fast-paced, and
goal-directed. And in fairness, they do have a lot of those positive qualities.

They're probably more open and honest than students before them. They value authenticity.
They're not afraid to voice their opinions, even if sometimes those opinions are uninformed.

Few subjects are taboo with them, and they don’t have much tolerance for political or social i

correctness.

They indeed crave personal recognition, but they're group-oriented and prefer working in

teams. They like shared leadership, and they're skeptical of formal authority. Many are strongly |

oriented towards volunteerism albeit on a short-term, project-by-project basis, and give time to
community service.

Their most unique feature may be their sense of equality. Discrimination isn‘t dead on college
campuses; there are still cases of intolerance, but today’s students may be the first generation to
widely embrace the ideal that issues such as race, religion, or gender do not, by themselves, make
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a difference in people.

Finally, they’re optimistic, which isn't easy given the increasing violence on campus and in
the outside world they face. Students graduating today will enter the worst job market in 25
years. They'll work longer, have less job security, and have fewer benefits than their parents or
grandparents had. They'll face a society that's increasingly polarized, with few shared values, less
sense of community, and hardly any authority figures that can be absolutely trusted.

Yet overcoming all, most students remain upbeat. They expect to find a job within a few
months of graduation and live a happy, productive life. They see the future as theirs to control.
They believe they're vital to the nation.

So what'’s the message for the rest of us?

It can be annoying to hear this new millennial generation brag about their power and
potential, especially when it comes at the expense of the older generations. But the truth is that |
our future is tied to theirs.

Many are already graduating from college and working in our companies. They’ll soon be in
charge of our government, business, professional, and social institutions. We should give them
every support we can. Heaven knows, we don’t want them to fail. Understanding how they work

| s the first step.

Choose the best one to answer each of the following questions.

1) What is learnt from the comparison of annual survey in UCLA?
A. Today’s students are more confident than they used to be.
B. Today's students are more assured than they used to be.
C. Today’s students are more optimistic than they used to be.
D. Today’s students are more materialistic than they used to be.
2) What would happen nowadays if a professor told a law student to call his mother and say he
would never become a lawyer?
A. The student would drop out.
B. The student’s mother would quarrel with the professor.
C. The professor would be complained.

D. The student would fail the final exam.
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