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HAND-GRENADE
PRACTICE IN

16 The Cultura) Revolution
professors, were "sent 1o the countryside’ for pericdy of
months or even years to learn the dignity of lsbour from the
peasants

Families were torn apart as parcots vanished to the couns
tryside. Many young children weee left behind to manage us
best they could. Dally life became dangerus when Red
Guard groups fought amongst themselves on idenlogical
grounds, Essential shopping expeditions beeame terrifying if
they involved crosing various Red Guard bartleades. In

1968, partly 10 remove same of these young urban terrorists,
Mso ordered that all young people should alo go to the
countryside o Jearn from the peasanis. Eventually he even
tumed on the student activists of Peking Univensity who had
been at the forefont of the movement, and political contral
was gradually shifted o 8 new miumvirte of ‘workers, pess

ants and soldiers’. The army wan brought into the cities o
resestablish control and by 1972 4 new order was imposad.

The Cuttural Revolution 11
Al ingtitutions were to be run by Revoluvonary Committees
composed of another heroic triad, this time of worken,
peasants and Party members

As the Cultural Revolution progressed, Mao's wife, Jiaog
Qing, who In her youth had been a fiiely unsuccessful film
scteess in Shanghsl, ok the opportunity to ersdicate her
old enemies in the (more narrowly defined) cultural field.
She was also closely associated with the promotion of truly
prolenadan culeure in the form of ten ‘sceeptable’ Peking
operss, amang them The Rod Lanters, The Red Detackment of
Whames and Tisking Tiger Mountatn by Simategy, and the baller 7
W hiteheirnd Gird, that dominated China's stages for ten yean.
Western music was condemned because it was, inevimbly,
foreign in ofigin and bourgeois In inspiration. Debussy was
decadent, Chopin oeurotic and even Beethoven (good in
parts, what with Fidede) had made the mistake of writing
booth the religious Mz Saksesis and 3 symphony in praise of
3 fymnt

Beyond the factional politics and Madam Mao' pussuir of
presumed encmies, there was 3 massive sttempt 1o change
people’ lives and attitudes, to create a new soculist person.
All yorts of bourgeois plesurcs were banned. The cinema
and the theatre were dominated by Madam Mao's politically
correct productions. Peintings of Bowers ot, wone, audes,
were condemned and destroyed In favour of poliveal pic
vures showing red Bags and tractom amongst neady plated
fiekls of heroic depictions of seenes i the life of Chairman
Mo, with hesrrening tites like Charmas Mas 1i Flers w Owr
Buaiecip, Ballroom dancing was outlswed and, though Mao
had reputedly said in 1958, “Let’s be pretry’, all forms of per
yonal adornment and deconton were eliminated. Women
could no longer perin thelr hair or dress to attract. Those
who dicd % were dragged through the streets and had their
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