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Preface

Collective Portraits under the Time Law

-

W By / Zhu Dake ( Professor of Tongji University)

Following the Shanghai Living and Shanghai Longtang, photographer Hu Yang re—launched his new work, the Shanghai
Youth, which completed the whole plan of ‘Trﬂog;; of Shanghai Image’ . In the regional documents of visual anthropology,
Hu Yang focused on the young generation. He interviewed and photographed three hundreds of young people born from 1970
to 1989 and living in Shanghai. They are some vivid living attestment to the the young generation of China.

Hu Yang is an important observer of Shanghai society. As early as the 1980s, he has begun local image—acquisition,
focusing in a long—term on the civilians and the urban poor. Every morning and evening, he kept observing the busy crowd,
and was forced to answer questions from curious aunties who were responsible for the safety nearby. Those babies born in
the 1980s become the youngest grow ups in the Shanghai Youth in the end, which is a dramatic change with some traces of
evolutionary theory. |

In the themed album, the young generation was made a further breakdown, into the 1970s and 1980s the»two varieties
according to the year of birth. In view of the time taxonomy is not the best yafdstick, this classification seems to be out
of habit or chosen because of no alternative. However it is significant in Chinese context for China is a typical ‘time
nation’ .

The sensitive and concerned to time is an expression of anxiety. From Late Imperial China to a developing republic
country, Chinese people become restless and begin to rely on new algorithm for time. Development, progress, high—speed,
the Great Leap Forward, change with each passing day, and so on, this political words with a pressing rhythm, fill our daily
life, which is perhaps the ‘spiritual legacy’ that times left to us. In more than half a century, we are driven about by
time and become its confounded prisoner.

Thus, those hastily passing traveler of time appear on the stage of history. Their positions before the camera reflect

their body language and call the viewers’ attention of their well-off, mischievous, bantering, acting younger, beautiful,
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modern, free, smart, loss, perplexed, lazy, playful, boring, and other expressions. Personality differences exceed the

generational differences. Once those photos Categories are disrupted, you can not even tell their cultural attribution.

Nevertheless, the time Jlaw still retains a common feature among them. The blade of time leaves sinister notches in
their body. People born in the 1980s are more self—ego and more sensitive to the trendy, while people born in the 1970s
entered the middle—age unconsciously. Exhausted by competition, the family burden and years, their once smooth faces
are wrinkled. Those time—related ‘words’ setting on human’ s body become a secretly note for people, even a core
identification mark for a generation.

Through Hu Yang’ s camera, we can find out that no matter in which era, each photographed people is calculating
time carefully, expressing time, and talk their ambiguous relationships with time. In a sense, time is a basic grammar to
understand images of Hu Yang. What’ s more, it is time that showing to us in the picture frames. Those present continuous
images become the past fast. However, the camera which likes a miraculous tool freezes live positions into static ones, thus
providing visual texts for human to recollect or explain, which is fuﬂy consistent with the nature of visual anthropology:
to seize time from the river of time, or use spell to stop the time. In this Way we catch hold of the outflow of history.

Although there are many advantages for photography, its weak points are also self—evident. People cannot understand
the photographed ones’ life or their stand to outside world because what photos show us are” only ambiguous positions
without talks and letters. In order to remedy this defect, the photographer conducted a survey with 25 questions for
the photographed to answer at the same time and appended these questionnaires beside photos as a kind of language
complementarities to visual documents. In my view, the Shanghai Youth is no longer a photo or painting album but a
visual language. The expansion of information indicates the photographer is transcending the Timit of photography
or photographic art to a more expansive area of visual anthropology. 'It is not only a cross—border operation for the
photographer himself, but also a self—evolution of Chinese photography. In this diversified information era, photography is
gradually getting rid of the traditional autistic state, entering a spacious area of multi—media and public statement.

The Tatest documents of Hu Yang prove that Chinese silent photography is gradually giving its own voice after more
than 100 years’ silence. The voice is not only from the Shanghai youth, but also from the photographer itself. Although
he hides behind those images, we still sense the existence of him acting as an explorer. With the great principle of optics,

Hu Yang depicted the collective portraits of Chinese young generation in the early 21st century.
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kg (FEEEE S+4E)
Hong Linling (China Shanghai High school student)
(bBEE) EHAZEEESE (1)

A Questionnaire by Shanghai Youth for a Special Survey (1)
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A Questionnaire by Shanghai Youth for a Special Survey (1)

Name: Hong Linling
Marital status: Single

Residence: China Shanghai
Year of birth: 1989

Occupation: High school student

1. What are you most concerned about?

A: A. Not much to be concerned about, simple the weather of the following day. B. €.
2. How much is your annual income in RMB?

A: Not sure, about RMB10,000 (expenditure being the same level).

3. What's your expected annual income?

A: 300,000. At least not that of a poor man.

4. Are you satisfied with your life?

A: Very satisfied (but, the luckier the better).

5. Do you feel yourself happy?

A: Very.

6. What's your biggest wish now?

A: To do more things that I will not feel regret for.

7. What's troubling you most now?

A: I'm worried about my grandpa and grandma. Wish they could live better.

8. How many hours do you spend on study, work and sleep?

A: | have a wide interest, so I study for about 3-4 hours, wotk for 10 hours and sleep for 6 hours.
9. Are you healthy, sub-healthy or suffering from an illness?

A: Healthy, I like sports.

10. Do you believe in true love between men and women?

A: Never thought about it.

11. Do you believe in friendship bet one ther?
A: Yes,
12. What make you consider one as your potential sp ? Pl prioritize them.

A: A. Filial piety. B. Innocent but not naive. C. Kind. D. Knows me, gets along well.
13. Are you willing to get married?

A: When I feel it suitable.

14. Are you willing to have a kid?

A: When I feel it suitable.

15. Do you have a religious or any other belief?

A: Zen. Let a religion improve my life. Not the superstitious kind of religion.

16. Who do you hold in esteem?

A: Many, or say none.

17. What kind of material life do you expect to lead?

A: Yes with the present life,

18. Are you confident of your prospect?

A: Yes.

19. What are most important for one's life?

A: A. Mindset. B. Behavior + chance + efforts. C. Innocent but not naive.

20. What problems in China have had serious impact on your life?
A: A. Education. B. Corruption. C. Lack of transparency in news release.

21. What problems in China's social development need be solved soon?
A: A. The education system (1970s-1980s) made us not to fight back and improve. B. Corruption.
22. Are you confident of China's social development?

A: I'm confident about myself alone.

23. Where will you live if you could live wherever you like?

A: Holland.

24. What will you do if you have inexh tible

y and p r?
A: Create equality in every corner of the wotld, with equal power and wealth.
25. How is your housing condition now?

A: I rent an apartment of 30 sq. m. shared with my mother. RMB1000 a month.
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Mao Jiajun (China Shanghai University student )

(LEEE) TEAZENES (2)
A Questionnaire by Shanghai Youth for a Special Survey (2)
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A Questionnaire by Shanghai Youth for a Special Survey (2)

Name: Mao Jiajun Residence: China Shanghai

Year of birth: 1986

Occupation: University student

Marital status: Single

1. What are you most concerned about?
A: A. What to do?
2. How much is your annual income in RMB?
A: About 3000.

3. V_Vhat's your exp
A: Enough is OK.

4. Are you satisfied with your life?
A: Unfixed.

5. Do you feel yourself happy?

A: No.

6. What's your biggest wish now?

B. How to do? C. Will I be happy?

tad i 2

A: Do what I wish and have a sense of achievement.

7. What's troubling you most now?

A: I can’t do what I wish.

8. How many hours do you spend on study, work and sleep?
A: 1 study for 7 hours, work for 2 hours and sleep for 7 hours.

9. Are you healthy, sub-healthy or suffering from an illness?
A: Sub-healthy,

10. Do you believe in true love between men and women?

A: Yes.

11. Do you believe in friendship between one another?

A: Yes,

12. What make you consider one as your potential sp Pl prioritize them.

A: A. How [ feel.
13. Are you willing to get married?

B. Common topics. C. Ambitious. D responsible,
A: Depends on fate, chance and mood.

14. Are you willing to have a kid?

A: OK.

15. Do you have a religious or any other belief?

A: Christianity.

16. Who do you hold in esteem?

A: Those who deserve it.

17. What kind of material life do you expect to lead?

A: To my satisfaction.

18. Are you confident of your prospect?

A: Yes.

19. What are most important for one's life?

A: A. Happy.
20. What problems in China have had serious impact on your life?

B. Stay with my family members, C. Life is meaningful.

A: A, Indifference resulting from commercial society. B. My life in the most advanced city.
21. What problems in China's social development need be solved soon?
B. Education.

22. Are you confident of China’s social development?

A: A, System. C. Gap between the rich and poor.

A: Indefinite.

23. Where will you live if you could live wherever you like?

A: Where is good.

24. What will you do if you have inexhaustible money and power?
A: A. Parents happiness . B. Traveling, C. Donation .
25. How is your housing condition now?

A: [ live with my parents in an apartment of 200 sq. m.

ut
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Yao Ying (China Shanghai Image designer)

(LisEF) TMAERES (3)
A Questionnaire by Shanghai Youth for a Special Survey (3)
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A Questionnaire by Shanghai Youth for a Special Survey (3)

Name: Yao Ying
Marital status: Married
1. What are you most concerned about?

A: A. My health. B. Health of my family members.

2. How much is your annual income in RMB?
Az 30,000.

3. What's your expected annual income?

Az 100,000,

4. Are you satisfied with your life?

Az Yes.

5. Do you feel yourself happy?

A: Yes.

6. What's your biggest wish now?

A: Be healthy.

7. What's troubling you most now?

A: Too hot.

Residence: China Shanghai
Year of birth: 1982

Occupation: Image designer

C. Career development.

8. How many hours do you spend on study, work and sleep?
A: | study for unfixed houts, work for 4-8 hours, and sleep for 6-8 hours.

9. Are you healthy, sub-healthy or suffering from an iliness?
A: Healthy.

10. Do you believe in true love between men and women?

A: Yes.

11. Do you believe in friendship bet one ther?

Az Yes,

12. What make you consider one as your potential sp ? Pl prioritize them.
A: A. Moral quality. B. Ambitious. C. Loving.  D. Responsible for family.  E. Not ugly.

13. Are you willing to get married?

A: Yes.

14. Are you willing to have a kid?

A: As it is natural.

15. Do you have a religious or any other belief?
A: No.

16. Who do you hold in esteem?

A: None.

17. What kind of material life do you expect to lead?
A: As it is like this.

18. Are you confident of your prospect?

A: Yes.
19. What are most important for one’s life?
A: A. Family. B. Job. C. China.

20. What problems in China have had serious impact on your life?
A: A, Priority in position arrangements. B. Foam economy.

21. What problems in China's social development need be solved soon?
B. Right (Who has it).
22. Are you confident of China's social development?
A: Time will tell.

23. Where will you live if you could live wherever you like?

A: A. Money (Social welfare). C. Money (Distribution).

A: Shanghai.

24. What will you do if you have inexhaustible money and power?

A: A, Buy the best apartment for my parents. B. Buy the best car for my husband.
C. Buy the best cosmetics for myself.

25. How is your housing condition now?

A: We live with both of our parents, in a house of 380 sq. m.
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Fan Yan (China Hubei Business Development Manager)

(LBEE) THABEES (4)

A Questionnaire by Shanghai Youth for a Special Survey (4)
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A Questionnaire by Shanghai Youth for a Special Survey (4)

Residence: China Hubei
Year of birth: 1983

Name: Fan Yan Occupation: Business Development Manager

Marital status: Single

1. What are you most concerned about?
A: A. Global economy. B. Those who find life difficult €.

2. How much is your annual income in RMB?

A:

3. What's your expected I ?
A:

4. Are you satisfied with your life?

A: Very.

5. Do you feel yourself happy?

A: Yes, but could be better.

6. What's your biggest wish now?

A: Everyone could be happy.

7. What's troubling you most now?

A: Hal T don't have boyfriend yet.

8. How many hours do you spend on study, work and sleep?

A: I study for 1 hour and work for 8-9 hours and sleep for 8 hours.

9. Are you healthy, sub-healthy or suffering from an illness?

A: Sub-healthy.

10. Do you believe in true love between men and women?

A: Yes, but effective during a short time.

11. Do you believe in friendship between one another?

A: Yes, but hard to find a true one.

12. What make you consider one as your potential sp ? Pl prioritize them.
A: A. Loves others. C. Diligence
13. Are you willing to get married?

B. Integrity. D. proactiveness.
A: Not for now.

14, Are you willing to have a kid?

A: Preferably a dozen if I love him.

15. Do you have a religious or any other belief?

| A: Buddhism.

16. Who do you hold in esteem?

A: No one is perfect. Therefore, none.

17. What kind of material life do you expect to lead?

A: Try to improve my life, to exchange for a bigger apartment, a better car, for example.

18. Are you confident of your prospect?

A: Very. |
19. What are most important for one’s life?

A: A. Family.  B. Friendship.  C. Enjoy life.

20. What problems in China have had serious impact on your life?

A: A B. C:

21. What problems in China's social development need be solved soon?

A:

22. Are you confident of China's social development?

A: Very.

23. Where will you live if you could live wherever you like?

A: My hometown.,

24. What will you do if you have inexhaustible money and power?

A: A. Help those who need help.
25. How is your housing condition now?

B. Let everyone be happy.  C. Return to my childhood.

A: 1 live with my parents (I own an apartment of 130 sq. m.).
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