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Feature:

Revitalization of Modernization Heritage
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The development of industry and culture in the modern period
has created buildings suited for the particular system. As the
industry declines, followed by the population change, these
buildings have lost their original purpose. Instead of demolishing
them and building from scratch, many are renovated to

become the bases for regional revitalization. This edition of a+u
introduces such examples of revitalization of modernization
heritage which, by taking advantage of their system derived
from function, are able to assume new role in the society.

The featured works include a shipyard located on the coast, a
factory that supported the town’s industry, as well as a railway
terminal and military facility. These buildings constructed

for the purpose of modernization have supported the regional
development and influenced the formation of urban structure.
Their next role is to provide a new hub in response to the
region’s structure.

How would these modernization heritage — constructed based on
the function — react as the objective shifts to the soft side such
as people or place? The featured works present various responses
specific to their own location. (a+u)
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© Rijksmuseum

Photo by courtesy of Municipal Archives of Orleans.
Reference number 2Fi1291.

Danish National Maritime
Museum

BIG

Helsingor, Denmark

From dry dock to museum

1882 (Helsingor shipyard opened)
pp. 10-25

Can Ribas

Jaime J. Ferrer Forés

Palma de Majorca, Spain

From wool blanket factory to
public spaces and social housing
1851

pp- 42-51

Shatwell Farm

Stephen Taylor Architects
Somerset, UK

Farm

Late 17th century

pp. 62-69

The New Rijksmuseum
Cruz y Ortiz Arquitectos
Amsterdam, the Netherlands
Museum

1885 (opened)

pp. 84-97

The Turbulences FRAC Centre
Jakob + MacFarlane

Orleans, France

From military barracks for storing
army goods lo museum
1837-1842 and 1890’s

pp. 106113

Photo courtesy of

e

Photo courtesy of

the architect.

¥

the architect.

FRAC of Nord Pas-de-Calais
Lacaton & Vassal

Dunkirk, France

From boat warehouse to museum
1945

pp. 2641

Landscape Laboratory
Cannata & Fernandes
Guimaraes, Portugal

From factory to laboratory
1850s

pp. 52-61

The Shed

Haworth Tompkins

London, UK

Extension of National Theatre
1963 (opened)

pp. 76-63

Casa Medilerraneo
Headquarters

Manuel Ocana

Alicante, Spain

From station to headquarter of
diplomatic institution

1889 (opened)

pp. 98-105

Valparaiso Cultural Park
HLPS Arquitectos

Valparaiso, Chile

From prison to cultural park
1808 (construction of power keg)
18431999 (cell block in use)
pp. 114-125



Essay:

Urban Revitalization is more than architectural design of

solitary buildings

Jiirg Sulzer
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Certainly the new construction of the Guggenheim Museum
Bilbao by Frank O. Gehry brought an upgrade of Spanish city
Bilbao. In regard to integration within the traditional city
structure, however, the architecturally spectacular building
behaves almost autistic. It could be placed in almost any city
as it does not develop any readable relationship to the urban
history through its design. Such architectural staging does not
make a sustainable urban revitalization. Countless other cities
have been seduced to copy the notorious “Bilbao-effect”. Belief
was that a drastically appearing, seemingly unique building

by a star architect, which is featured in the columns of all
architectural magazines, would enhance the long-term social
and economic situation. Today we know that such architectural
extravagances could become quickly outdated, losing its glamour
at once. In so far such cities did not go bankrupt already due

to the construction of such structures, they have to carry the
burden of usually enormous running costs. But cities cannot
afford this kindly extra burden and are forced thus to neglect
their social functions.

However, in recent years, sophisticated examples which deal
aptly with historical elements and add value with design

esprit are found. Such additions indicate a groundbreaking
architectural attitude which dialogues in depth with historic
heritage, and sensitively links to existing buildings or their
ensembles. These examples, nonetheless, still pay much
attention to the individual building, and often there is no
organic link to the development of the city in historical context.

A future-oriented revitalization of the city clearly distinguishes
itself from above mentioned, object-based attitude in
architectural design. It rather focuses on the historical context
on all levels of urban development. Revitalization then means
the creation of new buildings and urban structures that are
capable of being memorized. The notion “revitalization” is to
be defined within the context of sustainable urban renovation
and urban monument preservation. Revitalization contains
various aspects of preservation, renovation, and revitalization of
historical quarters and of public urban space.*

Sustainable revitalization of the European cities describes the
process of re-constructing memorable urban ensembles in those

8

places where they are lost. Anonymous city quarters and houses
devoid of expression, which were constructed especially during
the 1960s and 1970s across Europe, are to be re-designed step by
step as memorable and identifiable urban areas. Only that way
will provide the citizens clues for identification with their city

in the long run. In times of accelerating globalization and the
concurrent citizen’s feeling of having lost “home” in anonymous
cities, creating more identity when building in its historical
contexlt is essential. In the last 60 years of architectural history.,
however, this has rarely been the case. Urban revitalization is far
more than only staging individual buildings, neither of autistic
architecture by star-architects, nor of sensitive additions to
historically valuable complexes. A sustainable approach to urban
revitalisation, again, takes the historical context on all levels of
urban development as its main focus.

That demands a new type of star-architecture. It asks for
buildings that are designed with special sensitivity and
emotion in order to insert them into the inherited urban
fabric, or to create especially memorable places within the
urban agglomeration. This implies a labor-intensive and
creative dialogue with the given urban space and found urban
architecture. Revitalization of cities is a permanent task with
sustainable effect, for the sake of identity-creating urban
transformation and unique city-architecture in the urban
ensemble.

Note
*“RENOVATING CITY, inventing city, testing, renewing”. a series of urban
development and caring cultural heritage. (Jovis, Berlin. 2010, p.160)

-

Jiirg Sulzer studied architecture and urban planning at Berlin University of the
Arts and Technical University of Berlin. He received a doctorate from TU Berlin.
He was director of urban planning of city Bern in Switzerland from 1983 until
2004. Since 2004 he is professor of urban remodeling and urban research at
Technical University of Dresden, and head of Revitalizing Urban Planning center
in Gorlitz. Since 2009 he is president of the national research project NFP65 “New
Urban Quality”, Swiss national fund for science research.
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BIG

Danish National Maritime Museum
Helsingor, Denmark 2013
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pp. 10-11: View from the northwest.
Kronborg Castle can be seen to the
east side. pp. 12-13: The Kronborg
road connects to bridge towards main
entrance. p. 14: Kronborg Bridge leads
visitors to Kronborg Castle. p. 15: New
parts of this building are constructed
under the ground. Auditorium and
classroom are contained in Kronborg
Bridge. All photos on pp. 10-21 except
as noted by Rasmus Hjortshoj.
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Longitudinal section. of exhibition space (scale: 1/1,000)/ Fe% S AR (Hef: 1/1000)
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