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f ABSTRACT

In the revolution of radically social transformation period, peasants are dif-
ferentiated rapidly whose profession and income present agriculture and no - agri-
cultural multivariate characteristics. The stabilization of social status of peasant
is not continued, and some talents go up and the opposites fall down. Some
peasants moved upward to the middle income class which offers possibility to
form a contemporary olive shape social structure. This is one of the main charac-
teristics in the social transforming period in the rural area and which will influ-
ence rural area modernization. 30 years after the reformation and opening, social
changes in the rural area can be sum up as the middle incomer of peasant growing
and who became the main power of rural area construction. So systematically re-
searching the present situation of middle - income group of peasant and fostering
the class of middle - income group of peasant have significant theoretical and
practice value.

The paper researched on the class of middle - income group of peasant cen-
tered on the seven key issues of social stratification: who are they? What influ-
ence to rural area social development do they bring when they grow up in the so-
cial transformation period? What are their structural characteristics and function?
How to evaluate their reputation? How to achieve their social and economic sta-
tus? How to foster them? What are their futures? These questions cover forms,
resources, structure and result of stratification and classification process and
stratification prospect.

Firstly, the middle income class of peasant was defiled. The middle income
class of peasant was theoretical supposed on the base of look up reference materi-
al and observation then really constructed by investigation. In the course of defi-
nition should take into account their existing regulations, circumstances, psy-
chology, not only base on pure income because their income and living style is
different from the townspeople. So in this paper, the middle income class of
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peasant was defined according to the income gap between the town and rural are-
a, contrast logic of peasant. profession and cognition habit of local society.

Secondly, peasant differentiation and social classification were researched in
the social transforming period. The changes of stratification mechanism and so-
cial chance structure in the rural area were observed. The causes of peasant dif-
ferentiation, the characteristic of differentiation of profession, income and status
were analyzed. The influence of social stratification and the arise of middle in-
comers of peasant to social development of rural area were studied.

Thirdly, the structural characteristics and effects of middle income class
were discussed and proved. The function of middle income class of peasant to so-
cial development embodies economy, politics, culture, society and so on. The
paper selected two classical topics of the middle class as research contents: Dose
the middle income class of peasant is the main power of political stabilization and
economic development? The chapter 3 analyzed social attitudes and political func-
tion of structure, consciousness of middle income class. The chapter 4 invested
and analyzed the consume trends and structural effects of middle income class of
peasant by consume of living necessities and home hardware, education invest-
ment between generations, leisure consume and the religious festival consume.
The results shows that the middle income class of peasant preliminary possess the
quality and characteristic of main power, preliminary achieve the effects of mid-
dle structure. While the transition character of social transformation and the im-
perfect systems determined that the middle income class of peasants is now grow-
ing whose structural effects has some uncertain factors.

Forthy, indexes of professional prestige and social economic of middle in-
come class of peasant were analyzed . The result proved that the social economic
status index can be the base in analyzing the mobilization of middle income class
of peasant. The middle income class of peasant had obtained the social agreement
and who can be the authority in the rural area.

Fifthly, the achievement of education, occupation and economy standing of
middle income class of peasant was researched and found that the course of
achievement is complicated which shows some particularity compared with the
people in western developed countries and Chinese city and town. Social regula-
tions have much significant influence to standing achievement; ascriptive factors
and social capital have important influence while the achievable factors have the
least influence. Social regulations and ascriptive factors have interactive influence
while education achievable factors influence were not revealed. The chance of
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mobilization arises of middle income class of peasant mainly affected by the regu-
lations of reformation and openness while modernization and marketification all
have forceful function to it. But the cause of peasant changing their social stand-
ing was influenced by unequal chance by analyzing the relationship between the
country and the peasant for the different regulation between the city and the rural
area.

Sixthly, in order to get rid of the barriers and find ways of constructing the
conditions of peasant possess resources were analyzed, social standing of peasant
were defined, the factors which influence peasant achieved social advantage posi-
tion were analyzed. The author regard as that fostering middle income class of
peasant is not only technique issue but also developmental values selections; not
only economic issues but also political stabilization and development; not only the
problems of adherents of nativity but also immigration problems in the cause of
no - agriculture. All are the issues of systems change and structure innovations.

Finally, the future of middle income class of peasant was predicted. The de-
velopment chance, changes, chance selection, contracture selection of middle
income class of peasant were analyzed in the social transformation based on the
classic theory of social stratification and mobilization in the industrialization and
post - industrialization period and historical process of middle income class of
peasant of French and American.

The paper drew a conclusion that the middle income class of peasant is the
preliminary main power in the rural area development at present, is the historical
tendency in the future and is the end of peasantship in the city - town integra-

tion.

Key words: social transformation; middle income class of peasant; social

stratification, social mobilization
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