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One day in 1925, John Baird
pulled an office boy into his work-
room and sat him in front of his
equipment.' The boy s face could
clearly be seen on the simple

screen a few feet away. That of-
fice boy was tHe first person ever
to appear on television!

Baird was the son of a
clergyman. He went to a technical
college and then to Glasgow
University. It was there that he
first had the idea of transmitting pictures.

He was not a healthy man. That’s why he was refused for
many services at the time of the First World War and had to
work in a power station. After the war, he tried to set up in
business several times without real success. Returning to
London, he started again on his idea of television.

He was so poor that he accepted an offer to show his

experiments in a big London store. Money from his parents
allowed him to continue his work. When he had more success
and transmitted a clear picture over long distances, he was
offered help. Businessmen who before had refused to help
now anxiously offered to share in the development of his
invention. Big companies in America spent a lot of money in
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improving his eguigment. When the BBC made the first tele-
vision broadcast in 1936, American equipment was used.
When the igtarted its television service again after the

S World War, it used equipment from Baird’s own
¢ A
com aﬁky "

John Baird died in 1945 and did not live to see television
enter many houses in Britain.

Text "2 Television Is a great attraction of modern times !

Television is a
great attraction of
modern times and a
natural feature of
modern living.

As we know,
television has sev-
eral advantages.? In
the first place it is a
great instructor.?
Films, especially documentary ones, which show us great
events and conditions in other parts of the world, greatly
increase our general knowledge. Great events like man’s ex-
ploration of the moon can be telecast. So too, can live
performances of great stars be screened.

In pre-internet times, television had a great importance
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as a medium of instruction. Children and students found it
easier to learn the lessons that were viewed over TV because
they could actually see the thing working and hear it at the
same time. It was always increasing their store of knowledge
through special programs. Television was used to instruct the
student masses in many schools or universities, and is still
used in such places as the Chinese RTVU, and the British
ou.*

Television is also of great importance in marketing. This
means the screening of advertisements before and after
programs. These advertisements serve to provide information
of goods and services. Commercial television helps cut down
the cost of television charges.’

Television serves for delight,and TV entertainment makes
a cultural industry of toady. People, after a day s hard work,
can sit back in comfort and enjoy themselves with their favor-
ite programs.

Television, however, has a few disadvantages. Watch-
ing television too much is harmful. It adds much to the labor of
the eye, and little to the activity of the body. People prefer to
watch a football game, for instance, rather than play it.°
Some even give up their previous hobbies, like gardening,
stamp-collecting and fishing to the idiot box. School children
who spend too much time watching television forget their
studies and waste much time.

There should be proper discipline in watching television.
Television is a valuable asset to man only when wisely
used.’



Notes v

1. ®ne day in 1925, Jehn Baird pulled an effice bey inte his
werkreem and sat him in frent ef his equipment. 19254 #
— R, A - HERE U AENIRHFNBHT
6 = Ik 1t A2 7 BN AT
sit; cause to sit; place in a sitting position &%t 4; €&
TAFNLES, Fitn.

She sat her guests at the table. #iF & AMINJE .
He lifted the child and sat her at a little table. 4 % /%,
ZE M A AN E R

2. As we know , television has several advantages. #x f7 J& 47,
WAL B £ A
advantage n. fl#, #4; 14
disadvantage n. & &

A TR ERE: dis-, in-, im- (Z£FEm, b,
pHIRETTE ), il-( ZEFEEIETTE ), ir- (FEFEEr AR ),
un-, non-. 5%

agree — disagree honest — dishonest

ability — inability ( 7o ) direct— indirect ( [5]#£ ¢4 )
balance — imbalance ( ¥ ) possible — impossible
legal —illegal ( & %87 )

logical —illogical ( &% # ) )

regular — irregular ( 7 # | & )

responsible — irresponsible ( 7 7 57 # )

fortunately — unfortunately important — unimportant
smoke — nonsmoker  metal —nonmetal ( E4JE )
MJPRFEEL . gain / have an advantage over T, BT




take advantage of #| f
We took advantage of the fine weather today to play tennis.

BRATF A K B3 K | £4T WK,
He had the advantage over other boys. 1, L, 2t & %’7 T5
ikt o

3. In the first place it is a great instructor. ¥ 4, B & —/M%
KWHEH o

in the first place H 4t ( FT51%)

KA FEEIE A ¢ first ; first of all; firstly; above all;

at the beginning; from the start, #i40:

It seems to me in the first place that our plan is not feasible.

BAERRFRNE TN FRTAT,

First of all, let me thank you for your present. ¥ 5t , it %,

REBHR R 2 R AL o

First, let me ask you this question. & 4&, %, [&#RaxX AN L,
4. Television was used to instruct the student masses in many

schools or universities, and is still used in such places as

the Chinese RTVU, and the British OU. & # % ¥ # 8 X

F,UHEARMRT T AR AL, MEFEMAEA, X

[E] B TT 7 A 53X 6 340, 7 A7 A2 X Ao

the Chinese RTVU: the Chinese Radio and Television

University # [E & K 2

the British OU; the British Open University 3¢ & Jf # A %
5. Commercial television helps cut down the cost of television

charges. | & F A B THRREME A

cutdown ZXfEl; FEAK, MM, NA0:

He cut down three trees with his steel axes. . 5 {7 2K 2]

T ZBM




We must cut down our expenses. #1155 B D I X o
5 cut A4 px 0y BB LA

cutin %, 7B cutacross EIEE, PHAHE

cutoff VI, #EME4; ME cutout MFR; Fik

. People prefer to watch a football game, for instance,
rather than play it. fl4n, AM1TREFEKLFE, €1
B %5 Rk

prefer + to do + rather than + do

prefer + v-ing + to + v-ing

prefer + n. + to + n. #FR T Koo AR &
oo WA e "

(HEFEHER, AERAEMH, .

I prefer to work rather than sitidle. & 7 ¥ L4 TR &
G

He prefers staying at home to playing outside. . E % X &
XEMAERAENS T

The revolutionaries preferred death to dishonour. % 4 #
TR

. Television is a valuable asset to man only when wisely
used. R AEM AL A A K, BAL ZSFALXAMN
BEWAHE,

£ as if, if, no matter what, once, though/although,
unless, until, when, where, whether, while %5|FH]
WA, FHiETES IR e, T F18 X5 R EiEMER
i, RIS IR AR IE SR be B AW, Bilan:

He looked about as if ( he were ) in search of something.
o H A A B FAETRMT 4K,

Bob will not come unless ( be is ) invited. % F & % 2| #%
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Though ( he is ) wealthy, he never wants to buy a car. 1,
RERER, EANREEXE,

When ( water is ) pure, water is a colorless liquid. %8 4 &

KA Tt B AR

Translating skills

Words in context

—UIAE , TR EER RO T , SR RAHER X

B, BTLLE . 1835 B & X ( Context is the meaning. ), 7E
B RS, RIEER S E o SRR Y 1R X
T EE GEE R UNBATEE T RIEA FEH 516
HhrEHE R L RYE BT SRR R R E T X o

1.

He likes mathematics more than physics. B R ZE:
TERYEE, (3hia)

A man of words and not of deeds is like a garden full of
weeds. JEURSTEATLH , FRAERKHE R (NiF])
Like father, like son. HHAL, WAHF., (FEHFH)
Like knows like. FeHEiR#ME, (£1A))

I hope I can drive the car like you do. HABEFEFEFHEK
R—FEsF.  (iEiA )

2. Who will care for these orphans?  #E3 FRJEX 641 JL?

3.

Do you care for modern music?  /RERIAF K2
She made him a good wife. i RMAIIFET
She made him a good husband. fib{F AL T 4F LK,

4. He took the chair to the room. {th{CHF# 3] 5FH .

He took the chair at the meeting. b FEHF T XK1
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5. Jack married Rose. 7732 | FHT,

Jack married his daughter to Tom. ZRFBMAIL ILE S
T,

6. Our company s base is in Boston, but we have branches
all around the world. F{7/> & /Y 2 PAEFE 10, (B7E
A& HE A A
The submarines abandoned the chase and returned to the

base. M FEIB T FFR ] 1 2EH

The innovation was regarded as a base for teaching and

research. X—EHB BRI F SRR,

Classroom activities

I. Listening
A ) Choose the best answers according to the conversa-
tions you hear.
Conversation 1
1. Why did the man get a new TV?
A. TVs are on sale. B. He loves big TVs.
C. His old TV doesn’t work.
2. How much does the man pay for the new TV?
A. $1 200. B. $1 250. C. $2 400.
Conversation 2
3. Why does the woman want to go to the movies?
A. Because she is tired of staying at home all day.
B. Because there is a good film on in the neighborhood theater.
C. Because she enjoys going to the movies.
D. Because she is tired of watching TV.
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4. Why does the woman say she doesn’t want to see the
movie GONE WITH THE WIND?
A. Because the cinema is too far away.
B. Because the movie is too old.
C. Because she doesn’t want to see it a second time.
D. Because it’s a horror film.
5. What do the couple finally decide to do?
A. Go and see anice film.  B. Stay at home and watch TV.
C. Go to the movies. D. Go downtown on Friday.
B ) Choose the best answers according to the passage you
hear.
Passage 1
1. Why are Susan Rippon and Anna Ford very well-known in
Britain?
A. They are the most attractive women in Britain.
B. They are the most popular film stars.
C. They are the first women news announcers on British
television.
D. They appear almost every night in TV plays.
2. Where does Susan read the news?
A. On BBC Television.  B. On Independent Television.
C. On ABC Television. D. On CBS Television.
3. When does Anna read the news on TV?
A. At 10 in the evening.  B. At 9 in the evening.
C. At 9 in the marning. D. At 10 in the morning.
4. What did Independent Television also decide to do last
year?
A. To get a-man news announcer.




