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PART ONE

Unit 1

1.1 Basics of Speech Analysis: Text and Context  featard cntent.

In order to better understand public speeches, we need to know more about text, con-

text, style and functional style. They are the most basic concepts in speech analysis.
1.1.1 Definitions of Text

What does the word text mean? Because it has been defined by different linguists from
different points of view, it is first of all necessary for us to have a review of these observations
and make clear what is meant by text in the present book.

I. R. Galperin, a famous stylistician, once defined text as “a product of man’s creative
activity in the realm of language”®. He maintained that “text can be what it claims to be only
if it possesses the quality of integrity, i. e. wholeness characterized by its gestalt®. ” Accord-
ing to this opinion, any text must be an entity® in itself and enjoy a kind of independent exist-
ence. If a sequence of sentences lacks wholeness, or does not enjoy the quality of integrity, it
cannot be regarded as a text,

R. Quirk et al also made a very important observation in 1985. They wrote, “A text is
a stretch of language which seems appropriately coherent in actual use. That is, the text
coheres’ in real world context, semantically and pragmatically, and it is also internally or lin-

guistically coherent”®. This definition sounds quite well. While showing that a text usually

® L R. Galperin: Stylistics, 1981, p. 318.

@ Gestalt n. a whole which is different from all its parts put together and has qualities that are not present in
any of its parts, e. g. Gestalt psychology (# R 3& > ).

@ entity n. something that has a single separate and independent existence, e. g. a political entity,

@ R. Quirk et al: A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language , 1985, p. 1423.



* 2 MAEBOEZ2IE

enjoys internal semantic coherence and coheres in the social context in which it is used, it does
not assert that a text must or should be so. There are indeed some stretches of language that
can perform the purpose of communication but that do not enjoy internal semantic coherence,
In the same place, They also pointed out that “a text—unlike a sentence —is not a grammati-
cal unit but rather a semantic and pragmatic unit”,

In her Dictionary of Stylistics, Katie Wales not only gave a detailed account of text, but
also made a clear distinction between text as a countable noun and text as an uncountable
noun. As a countable noun, a text is “a sequential collection of sentences or utterances which
form a unity by means of their linguistic cohesion and semantic coherence”®, As an uncount-
able noun, text is used by some linguists and discourse analysts to describe “any stretch of
writing or speech, not necessarily complete, which is the object of observation or analysis, e.
g. children talking, an interview, extracts from a legal contract”. She further added that a
text could consist of only one sentence or utterance which “is semantically complete in itself,
and pragmatically tied to a specific situation. ”

Another very popular observation was proposed by M. A. K. Halliday. He wrote that
“A text is any passage, spoken or written, of whatever length, that forms a unified whole. It
may be the product of a single speaker/writer, or that of several speakers”. Some other mod-
ern linguists defined the term from the point of view of human linguistic communication. Since
these definitions related text to other disciplines of the humanities, we will not touch upon

them herein.
1. 1.2 Features of Text

From the above definitions, we can see that a text may take various forms. It may be
spoken or may be in writing. It may be the product of a single speaker (as with public speak-
ing), of a single writer (as with personal letter) ; or it may be the product of several speakers
engaged in conversation or debate. Although a text can be wholly realized in a single sentence
or even a single word or utterance, it is mostly realized in a string of several sentences or even
hundreds of thousands of sentences which form a unified whole by means of their linguistic co-
hesion, semantic coherence and pragmatic implication.

An important aspect of text is, in addition to semantic unity, that it is generally hierar-
chic® or multi-stratal®. As Dwight Bolinger noted, “Dozens of distinctive sounds are organ-

ized into scores of syllables, which become the carriers of hundreds of more or less meaningful

@ Katie Wales: A Dictionary of Stylistics, 1989, p. 459,
@ hierarchy n. a system by which the members of an organization are grouped and arranged according to high-
er or lower ranks. — hierachic adj.

@ stratal adj. of or about a layer of rock or earth, esp. with other types above and below it in the ground.



