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Issue Abstract

Thelowrnal o f Chinese Architectare History C(JCAH) is & scientific journal [rom the School of Architecture, Tsinghua
University. that hax been committed to publishing current thought and pionecring new ideas by Chinese and loreign authors
on the history of Chinese architecture. This issue contains 17 articles that can be divided into four main research areas: the
historiography of Chinese traditional architectural studies, Buddhist architeciure. the traditional architectural system. and
histarical cities and gardens: additienally. there are five articles in English in the foreign language secrion,

The opening article entitled * Architect Lin Huiyin"s 1932" commemorates the 110" anniversary of her birth. Based on
solid historical researchs it clarifies the ideologieal roots of Lin Huiyin”s view on Chinese traditional architectural theory.
The smoothly-flowing and well structured text is well readable. *Methods of Japanese Fieldworks on Chinese Architectures
in the Meiji Era” discusses Japanese fieldwark on Chinese architecture of that period. and discloses [acts based on previously
unpublished material (huilding surveying and mapping). “Prospects of Chinese Architectural History Studies in East Asian
Perspective® gives an overview of the Second Senior Academics Forum on Chinese Traditional Architectural History (Kinki
Forum) and summarizes the research on Eazst Asian architecture and cities in Japan since the 1990s, “A Preliminary
Research on the Form of the Main Hall and the Layout of the Buddhist Daxingshan Temple in the lingshan Block of Tang
Chang' an"™ discusses the important imperial temple of Daxingshan in Chang "an. the capital city of the S and Tang
dynasties. and makes some conjectures about the original layout and design. *Origins and Characteristics of Capital City and
Palace Reconstruetion in Japan. China. and Korea” analyses the different historical contexts of main palaces in these
countries. and explores similarities and differences in their strategic approaches 1o reconstruction. “Research on Temple
Architecture in Qing Dynasty Taiwan throngh Local Gazetteers and the Chong jian Taiwan juncheng tushuo® challenges the
use of historical documems for the research of Qing temple architecture in Taiwan with the aim to demonstrate their
significance. The next section deals with the systematic spproach in Chinese traditional architecture and contains the
following contributions; “Research Value of Qing Manuseripts on Construction Engineering”. *On the Guble on-hip Rool of
Song-dynasty Wooden Architecture and the Concept of * Xialiangtou® Recorded in the Yimgzao Fashi ™. "Gene of Design:
Compartive Study of the Dimensional Design of Three Timebr Structures in Southeast Jin Region”. " Research on the
Diffusion and Development of the Techniques of Transeribing Designs onto Architectural Surfaces in Chinese and Japanese
Coloring Technology”. ™ Assessing Two Types of Rool Tiles from Bohat® s Shangjing™. and * Diverse Forms and
Arrangements of Eave Bracker Sets - A Comparison of Liao. Song, and Jin Timber Architecture with Japanese
Cindigenous? Style Buddha Halls®, The next three articles - “Reconsidering the Urban Planning of Yuan Dadu: The
Relationship between the Administrative-city Layout. the Bell and Drum Towers. and the Hutong System™. * Spatial
Configuration of Ming Official Buildings in Yingtian fu", and "Record of Private Gardens in Luoyang in the Northern Song
Dynasty” - provide important research on traditional cities and gardens, Finally. there are two English articles and one field
report. which contributes new surevy data.

This issue contains several studies supported by the National Natural Seience Foundation of China (NSFC). Most
contributions are revised conference papers lirst presented at the Second Semior Academics Foruwm on Chinese Traditional
Architectural History. which was jointly organized by Tsinghua University and top imternational experts, The aim of the
Farum held at Kinki University in Osaka. Japan. on December 7% and 8. 2013, was 1o give scholars engaged in Chinese
architectural history studies the opportunity 1o publish their latest research results and 1o share insights and exchange ideas.
The manuscripts submitted represented the latest achievements of their research in this field at home and abroad. Similar top
scademic forums will be held in different countries in the future: the JCAH will continue to publish relevant papers quickly
withput delay, providing an effective international communication and exchange platform for Chinese architectural history
studies,
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Abstract: The paper Lin Huiyvin published in 1932 entitled On the Principal
Characteristics of Chinese Architecture along with Architecture of the Tang Dynasty and
Two Liao Structures of Tu-lo Ssu. Chi Hsien (Dulesi in Jixian) published by Liang

. Sicheng in the same year have been recognized as a milestone in the theoretical works on
Chinese architectural history. Unlike the early pioneers in this discipline represented by
Japanese and European scholars. Liang Sicheng and Lin Huiyin made breakthroughs in
decoding the two historical government manuals 1. e. Yingzao fashi (Building Standards)
and Gongcheng zuo fa (Structural Regulations). Through analysis of the modular systems
of the Song (cai. chi and fen) and the Qing (doukou). they became familiar with the
building grammar of Chinese architecture and developed effective dating and design
concepts. Thus, Chinese architectural history studies went beyond the question of * what
has been there” and was able to answer questions about the real nature and reason for
genesis ("what it really is" and “why it evolved”). This laid the foundation for a Chinese
architectural renaissance.

Keywords: Lin Huiyin. Liang Sicheng. grammar of Chinese architecture
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