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Abstract

Abstract

Religions always distribute themselves in various spaces, as the believers’
inhabitation takes various forms. Religioious village, which is the usual unit of Chinese
Catholic Churches, is one of such forms, and turns out to have a very tenacious vitality.
In these religious communities, a large number or even all of the villagers take Catholic
as their common belief and their social norms. Thus, their lifestyle and life-concern are
typically Catholic. In one word, religious village offers a proper sample to study the
culture, the beliefs and lives of a given religioious group.

Located in Pingyin County, Shandong Province, Huzhuang is such a case in which
Catholicism has a history of four hundred years. Geographically, the village is near to
Tai Mountain, so its traditional belief was greatly influenced by the mountain’s culture
and religion. Confucius culture, the faith of Buddhism and Taoism, manito-beliefs
related to the mountain, all had heavy influences to the local people. It may be said that
the unexpected conversion to Catholicism , from Chinese faiths in Tai Mountain area, is
actually the beginning of the modernization of the Shandong people’s religious lives.

In the other way, conversion means the abandoning of the traditional Big
Teachings,, which must incur the conflict with the former groups. Such is the cause that
made the founders of Huzhuang finally leave their hometown. In modern China, the
conflict was aggravated by political factors. Then the Boxers movement took place and
religious villages such as Huzhuang were attacked. The new ’pagans’ suffered for their
conversion.

Church is the center of the village life, and the external symbol of its religion. The
church’s history reflected the village’s fate. The Catholicism has been continued and
spreading during the hundreds of years of church-building. After the Liberation, the
church had been occupied for many times, which shows that not only the Catholic
church lost its independence, but the church was in a disadvantageous position in the
relationship between Church and State. Similarly, the return of church’s house property

after the reform and opening policy signifies the government’s recognition of the
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independence of religious groups, which in turn shows that the government is playing a
freer and looser religious policy. The building of the church bears too much of the
believers’ passion, but owing to the individual interests affected, it also shows different
concernings of different believers.

In these unique theocratic societies, the clergy is the symbol and leader of the
church, and stays in the center of the religious life. After the prohibition, Huzhang had
many foreign priests under whom the church got foreign supports and the religionary
affairs made great progress. After the Boxers Movement, the village church built many
new temples, and raised many priests, nuns and sisters, recruiting increasing, more
believers’ groups developing. Besides its routine work, the care of believers’ spiritual
life, the church took advantage of a civil organization to have made great advancement in
self-defense, inter-assistance, education, medical care, and charity, etc.

After generations of Catholic faith, the Huzhang villagers establish an old religious
society which has a very strong identity. Under the teachings of the Catholic instructions
and canon, they develop a set of Catholic way of thinking and conceptions, which in
turn offer them unique social norms, value and ultimate concern. Even in their everyday
life as birth, death, or marriage, etc., they form special customs which are closely
connected with their religion. The customization of the religion, in return, offer the rural
Catholicism a strong social foundation.

In the middle of last century, the new regime established. For fear of atheism, the
Catholic church adopted a strategy of resistance and wouldn’t cooperate with the new
government. Owing to its close relationship with colonialism, the Chinese Catholic
Church was immediately tagged as imperialism, the foreign clergy was expelled, while
local clergy was regarded as representatives of imperialists. As Huzhuang’s special
conditions, work groups were sent into the village whose main aim was to purge out the
baneful influence of imperialism and to win the ;;olitical loyalty of the believers. But the
recruiting work of new CCP members in Huzhuang showed that the traditional belief had
unexpectedly great inertia so that the work group had to slow down their pace. Later,
the group became the leading group in Siqing Movement.

Besides cadre problems, the Siqing Movement in Huzhuang also had other
important tasks, such as exposing ’the lid of the class-struggle of religious village’,
disclosing the dark side of the inner religion, reforming the religion as well as reinforcing
the religious work. In the early period of the Cultural Revolution, everything related to
religion was destroyed as Sijiu (four old, bad things). Later, different factions began
fierce struggles against each other which finally worsened to arm struggle. Factious

struggle led to political revenge. During the following ’Qingdui’ and ’Yidasanfan’
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movements, the 'rebels’ were retaliated. Years of factious and political struggles greatly
impacted the established order, social norms and value of the religion village. But its
original reason was actually the inevitable consequence of years of ’lefty’ policy which
affected the whole country.

Since the reform and opening, new religion policy has been reestablished. But the
establishment was also difficult for old thinking and work method kept a great inertia.
UFWD of CCPCC slowly changed its thinking ways. In 1985, the branch of Chinese
Catholic Patriotic Association was established under the direction of UFWD in the
Pingyin County, which is a significant change of the administration of the rural
Catholicism. As a medium, mass organization between the Catholics and the
government, the aim of the establishment of AIPM was to reinforce the communication
between the believers and the government. Indeed, it played a very important role
during the fulfillment of the new religion policy and the dealing of the church’s house
property , but owing its obvious governmental status, it was also awkward that sometimes
conflicts with the church, or the village council happened. However, religious activity
in the village returned to a normal life under the promotion of UFWD and the religious
administrative departments. Catholicism regained its holy position in Huzhuang and the
Gospel again attracted more faith-thirsty believers from other villages.

After the Liberation, Huzhuang has established an effective, efficient village
government. But the new government failed to establish a branch of CCP for a very long
time because they lacked enough communists owing for the religion. The village decided
to unify with another village, Bizhuang. Until the end of collectivization, cadres from
Bizhuang dominated Huzhuang’s leadership both of the government and the CCP branch.
After 1978, Huzhuang broke down their relationship with Bizhuang and regained its in-
dependence. Then, it proved itself in its high quality of management. Their village-
running enterprise gradually developed its own main products. But, the villagers began
to notice and deal with the corruption problem of their cadres. Some villagers heard of
the secret selling of the village’s rubber factory and became so angry that they
endeavored to turn their case to the central government, which is still in a mess. The
two parts also fight in the election of new village council, Hu Mingqi, the representative
of the appealling party, won the election and became the director and only found that the
village council had few money and many lawsuit to handle with so that it could
hardly run.

As for the future development, the local government has a glorious dream. In its
design, culture shall play an important role in creating an environment for the

development of tourism, which, as we can see, religion is doomed to fulfill its function
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in the economic progress. Such a secularizing policy will necessarily impact the belief of
the villagers. In addition, Huzhuang’s traditional belief is also facing other challenges.
If a belief only means an identity, it might lose its original meaning. The believers have
to face the problem how to keep the freshness and vividity of the religion, and how to
give their belief a life meaning. On the other hand, after the departure of the universal
church’, the independent Chinese Catholic Church is still in its establishment, more
effective administration and institutions need to be developed, normal and systematized
fund-raising ways must be formed. Meanwhile, the new generation of clergy are too
young to have enough theological knowledge and training, their devotion spirits and
serving spirits must also be further developed. Furthermore, how to promote the
believers’ participation, help them to perfect themselves, is another big problem. For it
might be the future direction of Huzhuang Church organization to strengthen its inner de-
mocracy as well as take up its social duty as modern civil organizations. What is
happening in Huzhuang is perhaps only a common one of the three rural issues ( Rural,
Agricultural and peasantry problems ), but it makes a tricky phenomenon of the
relationship between the reality and the faith. If the selling-factory problems couldn’t be
completely solved in the future, it will be unrealistic for any plans of the community’s
harmony and unification, or of the promotion of its religion, which will inevitably affect
the future development of the Catholic community.

The dissertation analyzed the Catholic lives of Huzhuang’s villagers, by doing
which, the mechanism of a religion’s spreading into and survival under another culture,
the inclusion and exclusion when a foreign religion is facing Chinese traditional culture
and customs, the construction of Catholic identities, the running of a theocratic society
in rural villages, the social duties of a church institution, as well as playing the game,
balancing and interaction between the politics and the religion, between the state and
the society, all of these, are carefully paid attention and studied. The author only hopes
that he has fulfilled his job: to truthfully describe a religious community, its historical
picture and its real life environment, how it walked through, and what it and its
inhabitants had experienced under the influence of its state government.

Key words: Huzhuang; Catholicism; Religious Community; Cultural Conflicts
and Cohesion; Believers” Groups; Political Movement ; Religion Policy; Rural Problem;
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