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Youth is not a time of life, it is a state of mind; it is not a
matter of rosy cheeks, red lips and supple knees, it is a matter of
the will, a quality of the imagination, a vigor of the emotions; it is
the freshness of the deep spring of life.

Youth means a temperamental predominance of courage over
timidity, of the appetite for adventure over the love of ease. This
often exists in a man of 60 more than a boy of 20. Nobody grows
old merely by a number of years; we grow old by deserting
our ideals.

Years many wrinkle the skin, but to give up enthusiasm
wrinkles the soul. Worry, fear, self-distrust bows the heart and
turns the spirit back to dust.

Whether 60 or 16, there is in every human being’s heart the
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lure of wenders, the unfailing childlike appetite of what's next and
the joy"of the game of living. In the center of your heart and my
heart t‘h.ere is a wireless station: so long as it receives messages of
beauty, hope, cheer, courage and power from the infinite, so long
as you are young.
When the aerials are down, and your spirits are covered with
snows of cynicism and the ice of pessimism. Then you've grown
old even at 20, but as long as your aerials are up to catch waves of

optimism, there's hope you may die young at 80.
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The painter was known for his ability to put life on canvas like
no other artist of his time. His skill in the use of colors was so great
that some who viewed the paintings he created said that they were
more true to life than life itself.

He, indeed, was a skilled artist. When he painted fruit, it
seemed as though you could take it from the picture and eat it.
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W en'] Eput a field of spring flowers on canvas,you could view the
sce the painting and imagine yourself walking in that field,
feeliné gentle breeze carrying the fragrance of the flowers. And
when he put a face on his canvas with his brush, it looked like a
person of flesh and blood with life and breath.

One day this skilled artist met a beautiful woman who
immediately became the object of his affections. As he observed her
and spoke with her,he admired her more and more. He showered
her with kindness and words of praise until she consented to be his
wife.

Not long after they were married, however, the beautiful
woman found out that she was more the object of his artistic
interest than of his affections. When he admired her classic beauty,
it was as though he were standing in front of a work of art rather
than in front of human being to whom he had pledged his love and
promised his life. And soon he expressed his great desire to put her
rare beauty on canvas.

“Please sit for me in the workroom, " he pleaded, “and I will
make your beauty immortal. The work will be my masterpiece ! ”

She was humble and obedient as well as flattered by his
words, so she said, “Yes,my love.I will be happy to sit for you."

So the beautiful, young wife of the artist sat patiently for
hours in his workroom, not complaining. Day after day she sat
obediently,smiling as she sat, because she loved him and because
she hoped that he would see her love in her smile and obedience.

She sometimes wanted to call out to him, "Please love me and
want me as a person rather than an object! "But, instead, she spoke
nothing but words which pleased him.

Once,as she lay sleepless in bed at night,she planned to say to
him the next day, “My dear husband, I am jealous of your
mistress! "She thought that surely he would answer in surprise.

(‘4)
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“Mistress? I have no one but you! "And then she would our
mistress is your art! "However,somehow she was never €oi Jeous
enough to say any of the words, so she continued to sit fér him
patiently,hour after hour,day after day,week after week. Her love
for him gave her the patience,for she knew how much pleasure he
took in his task.

The artist was a passionate,wild and gloomy man who became
so involved in his work that he saw only what he wanted to see. He
did not,or could not see as she smiled on, that she was becoming
weak and unhappy. He did not, or could not, see that though the
flesh tones were fresh and beautiful on his canvas, the color was
leaving the face of his lovely model.

At length, as the labor drew nearer to its conclusion, the
painter became wilder in his passion for his work. He only rarely
turned his eyes from the canvas to look at his wife, though she
continued to sit patiently for him. If he had looked at her more
often and more carefully, he would have noticed that the tints
which he so skillfully spread on the canvas were drawn from her
cheeks and the smile was taken from her lips.

Finally, after weeks passed, he surveyed his work for the
finishing touches. A brush needed to be touched lightly to the
mouth,and a tint needed to be added carefully to the eye.

Since the woman knew that he had almost completed the task,
her spirits were revived for a moment. Then, when the brush was
given and the tint placed, the painter stood back,over-joyed at what
he had placed on the canvas with the skill of his hand and mind!

As he stood there gazing at his beautiful work of art, he cried
with a loud voice. “This is indeed life itself! " Then he turned to his

beloved and saw that she was dead.
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