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Connecting Dots between Public Realm, Sports and School

A university has not always been about classrooms, textbooks and
procrastination induced all-nighters. Many students' fond mem-
ories of college come from other activities such as social gath-
erings, recreation and sport events. Recreation Centers cater to
these students as hubs for students to gather, exchange, meet
and study individually while offering facilities to exercise and con-
dition their bodies, As more demands are put on scholar-athletes
to perform physically as well as academically, schools have em-
phasized providing a supportive infrastructure within which all
students can succeed. New facilities are focusing on more than
just sport fields, lockers, and weight rooms. The bady and mind
have become teammates, each as important asthe other in ensur-
ing their collective success.

As many schools are situated in urban settings, recreation centers
are becoming a representative part of the school, being the first
building to be seen when approaching from adjacent neighbor-
hoods or public transportation lines. These facilities are usually at

University Facility
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the edge of the campus and serve as urban anchors to connect
the surrounding neighborhoods, public spaces and transporta-
tion to the private programs of the schools. Its contextual ambi-
tion creates an opportunity for the architecture to “move’” and
respond to its surrounding: lifting into the air to create 3 welcom-
ing portal while overlooking the elevated trains as is the case of
Campbell Sports Center of Columbia University in New York: or

digging into the landscape to create open public space to gather

and bridge with surrounding buildings as is the case with the Pla-

za Major Building of The Autonomous University of Madrid (UAM).

Understanding the importance of collaboration, architects waorld-
wide are helping to create these communal gathering spaces for
students to grow.

The Plaza Major building at UAM by MTM Arquitectos in Madrid is
situated at the end of an existing boulevard, housing the school’s
new programs. It offers a healthy mix of both private and public
spaces, together forming a communal open space. With its lack
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of defined edges allowing for continuous movement, the spatial
layout of the site and design clearly reflect the importance of in-
clusivity in collaboration. Seven bridges provide access to the in-
terjor of the plaza, allowing a seamless transition from the outside
in, while the roof, shaped like a horseshae, is elevated 12 meters
above the landscape and serves as an extension of the boulevard.
The roof, in addition to providing outdoor areas for recreation, is a
source of the facilities energy as PV panels line the perimeter. The
synergy of the entire complex and surrounding area is on full dis-
play. With classrooms and recreational spaces deliberately placed
and mixed throughout, communal and collaborative energies are
effortless. Just across the Atlantic, architecture has played a similar
role in providing a space for communal growth and success.

Nestled comfortably in Northern Manhattan, The Campbell Sports
Center serves as a gateway from the bustling city streets to the
existing Bakers Athletic Complex. Students are able to make a
physical and mental transition into their new surroundings by

Connecting Dots between Public Realm, Sports and School
/Andrew Tang
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stepping into and through the new center. With a design con-
cept of “lines in space, points on the ground,” the new building
conveys the field play diagrams used in team communication,
that suggests the building making moving gestures into the air
to create a portal that welcomes visitors into the playing fields
while also delivering a sculptural quality characteristic of Steven
Holl. The building is stratified in three layers of different programs
reflecting the mind and body, with each layer featuring one of the
main aims: The strength and conditioning level for the bady; the
study space and hospitality zone for the mind; the student athlete
theater for the mind/body. The collaboration of study and recre-
ation for success in both of these projects reflects the academic
institution’s attitude towards a balance of working hard and play-
ing hard. Perhaps the dynamism of both projects implies that we
should play harder.

Andrew Tang

and Public Realm
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Campbell Sports Center

Located on the corner of West 218th Street and Broadway - the
northernmost edge of Manhattan, where Broadway crosses with
Tenth Avenue and the elevated tracks of the 1 Subway Line — the
Campbell Sports Center forms a new gateway to the Baker Athlet-
ics Complex, the primary athletics facility for the Columbia Univer-
sity's outdoor sports program.

It's the first new athletics building to be constructed in Columbia
University's campus since the Marcellus Hartley Dodge Physical
Fitness Center was built in the mid-1970s, the Campbell Sports
Center will be the new cornerstone of the revitalized Baker Ath-
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letics Complex and provides increased program space for the
entire intercollegiate athletics program. The facility, which adds
approximately 48,000 square foot of space, houses strength and
conditioning spaces, offices for varsity sports, theater-style meet-
ing rooms, a hospitality suite and student-athlete study rooms.
The Campbell Sports Center aims at serving the mind, the body
and the mind/body for aspiring scholar-athletes.

The design concept “points on the ground, lines in space” — like
field play diagrams used for football, soccer, and baseball - devel-
ops from. peint foundations on the sloping site. Just as points and
lines in diagrams yield the physical push and pull on the field, the
building's elevations push and pull in space.

The building shapes an urban corner on Broadway and 218th
Street, then lifts up to form a portal, connecting the playing field
with the streetscape. Extending over a stepped landscape, blue
soffits heighten the openness of the urban scale portico to the
Baker Athletics Complex. Terraces and external stairs, which serve
as "lines in space,” draw the field play onto and into the building
and give views from the upper levels over the field and Manhat-
tan.

With an exposed concrete and steel structure and a sanded alu-
minum facade, the building connects back to Baker Field's unique
history. In 1693, The Kings Bridge, which spanned the Spuyten
Duyvil Creek, was the main access rout into Manhattan. The cur-
rent infrastructure of the Broadway Bridge carries the elevated
subway, and Broadway, with a lift capacity of hundreds of tons. Its
detail and structure are reflected in the Campbell Sports Center.

TR H &% Campbell Sports Center

#b#2: New York, NY, United States

BB Steven Holl, Chris McVoy

FEATkA: Chris McVoy

TERIEE. Olaf Schmidt

IREHBA: Marcus Carter, Christiane Deptolla, Peter Englaender,
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