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Education: A Transformation
of the Soul

Listening and Speaking
LLeadJn

Step 1: Work in small groups and discuss the following questions. Keep a record of your group’s
opinion in the space provided below. Then share it with other groups.

'S
L4

1. What are the advantages and disadvantages of your current school?

2. What do you think are the parents’ responsibilities in educating their children?

3. If you had a child, would you educate him/her at home instead of sending him/her to school? Why or why not?

Step 2: Listen to the passage below and supply the missing information.

Home Schooling

A new school year has begun in America. But some children do not go to school. Instead, they learn at home,

usually with their parents as teachers. companies, libraries, school systems and the Internet



UNIT 1

families with teaching material.

Homeschooling is increasingly . More and more people have joined the movement—rich and poor, and
people from many races, , and political beliefs. Homeschooling groups estimate that two-million children,
around two percent of all school-aged children, learn at home.

Some parents choose homeschooling because of their religious beliefs. Others say it provides more time for the
family to be together. Many parents also believe homeschooling avoids problems of a lot of schools. One
problem is classes with too many students.

Critics, though, say . They also say that some

homeschooled children do not get a very good education.

LShort Conversations

'Y
i

Exercise: You are going to hear five short conversations. After each conversation a question will be
asked about what you've heard. Choose the correct answers to the questions you hear.

1. A. It will be installed in all classrooms of the woman’s school.
B. It is a board carried by smart workers.
C. It is computer-operated and is very convenient to use.
. It can automatically download documents from the Internet.
. Universities in the U.S. offer good education since they are expensive.
. Prices of graduate study in the U.S. are almost the same.
. Money is the top priority if you want to study abroad.
. The tuition of private universities in the U.S. is rather high.
. The first class should start late because kids have too many things to do at night.
. The first class should start early because the early birds catch the worms.
. The first class should start late because kids today go to bed late.

D
A
B
C
D
A
B
C
D. The first class should start early because kids have too many distractions.
A. The woman is not as strong as the man that she couldn’t carry ten books.
B. The man will do some research with the woman.

C. E-books are convenient to download and light to carry around.

D. E-books are better than paper books in every respect.

A. China’s education mainly falls into four categories.

B. There are different standards when categorizing education in China.

C. Vocational and adult programs are the most important in China.

D. Higher education is more important than others in any country.

LLong Conversation

Choosing a College in the U.S.

Words and Expressions

rural /'Toaral/ adj. KA+#Y liberal /'libarol/ adj. A4
literature /lxtoritfo/ n. X resume /n’zju:mel/ n. wmm, Bh
accredited /o'kreditid/ adj. A ER#, AT Lily mA (XF%)



Education: A Transformation of the Soul

Exercise 1:Listen to the conversation and choose the best answer to each question you hear.

1. A. Working on her assignments.
. Reading the articles published in America.
. Planning for the coming semester.

. Preparing for studying abroad.

[§9]

. Choosing a college which best fits one’s needs.

. Deciding on the type of the college that one prefers.

. Considering the program offered by a school.

. Making sure the school has various extracurricular activities.
. A school which has stronger programs in the sciences.

. A school which has stronger programs in liberal arts.

A

B

C

D

A

B

C

D

A

B

C. A school which can help her get more job chances.

D. A school which is accredited.

A. Because they might add to Lily’s educational experience.
B. Because they might make Lily’s resume look good.
C. Because they might bring Lily more job chances when she is still in school.
D. Because they might provide Lily with more information.
A. Lily will study in an U.S. school after graduation.
B. Lily is now a sophomore in the university.

C. Lily doesn’t need the Professor’s help any more.
D

. Lily will do exactly what the Professor told her.

Exercise 2: Listen again and supply the missing words. Fill in each blank with no more than four words.

Tips Given By Professor White

Choose a college that

Read materials about big or small, , public or private,

Consider Some schools have stronger programs in the sciences,
while others are stronger in

Find out the university has. Are there any sports teams, a radio station or a newspaper?
Consider that a school offers for foreign and visit school Web sites to get more
students. information.

Apply to and make sure they are accredited.

LPassage

v

Getting a Free Education in MOOC

Words and Expressions

massive /'mestv/ adj. X% & mechanics /mr'keniks/ n. /15, HARF

engineering /endz1'n1arin/ n. TARE requirement /ri’kwaromant/ n. Z R



UNIT 1

video /'vidiov/ n. F4%, AR ungraded /ian'grerdid/ adj. ;X H 5 ¥ A6
quiz /kwiz/ n. | % @ lecture /lektfa/ n. iR
document /'dokjument/ v. ( F A5 ) £ accessible /ok'sesabl/ adj. TTiF2| 89, HiEiL el
so far €4 A 1k MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) XAt &
MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) [ % ] /&A% FrA K MR

I¥%

Exercise 1: Listen to the passage. After listening, you'll hear five statements. Decide whether each of

the statements is true or false. Put “T” for “True” and “F” for “False”.

L¢ ) 2¢ ) 3¢ )y 4 )y 5(C )

Exercise 2: Listen again and answer the following questions with key words.

1. What online courses has MIT opened for students around the world so far?

2. What do the students have to do each week if they take a six-week MIT MOOC?

3. What's the purpose of making MOOC students take quizzes?

4. What are the teachers’ responsibilities in MOOCs?

5. What will a student get if he/she does well in MOOCs?

| Real World Speaking

v

Step 1: Work in pairs and use as many as the following expressions and structures to make up a

conversation.

Homeschooling is increasingly popular.

I'd like to know the cost of graduate study in the United States.

The prices differ from school to school.

Internet, TV, games, and cell phones make them stay up late.

Click and download, light and simple.

Does China’s education mainly fall into four categories?

Basically, you have to choose a college that best fits your needs.

Some schools have stronger programs in the sciences, while others are
stronger in liberal arts.

All these activities might add to your educational experience.

They can repeatedly watch the videos and take the quizzes whenever they want.

... estimate that ...

Critics, though, say that ...
Though I believe ..., kids today ...
I noticed that ...

You should ... if ...

I have to ... but ...

We can say that but ...

I’'m planning to ....

But I have no idea about ...

I’m interested in ..., so I'd better ...

Something else to consider is ...
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(Continued)

The teachers hold virtual office hours to answer questions that students A big idea these days is ...
have sent them. The students ... each week for six
MOOCs has made high-quality education free, accessible for all, = weeks.

everywhere and any time at a much lower cost. The teachers/students do ... to ...

Step 2: Watch the video clip and work with your partner to complete the Note-taking Chart below.

Younger Chinese Look to Study Abroad

Anchor:

* With the development of China’s economy, choose to study abroad.

Narrator:

* Every year, about students and parents come to the Expo.

¥ , Japan, France, and Hong Kong are popular countries and regions for studying abroad.

. Che Weimin:

* The number of Chinese students who study overseas is

Narrator:

* According to Che, the number of studying overseas keeps increasing, accounting for of
the total last year.

ﬁ Gary Clough:

* In the past, there were more but now more middle school and
Narrator:

* The two reasons why Chinese students learn overseas are

pésll Girl Student:

* She wants to study in UK because

Reporter:

* 10 years ago, mainly wanted to study abroad but now it’s middle school students.

* 10 years ago, many students went to study abroad with but now pay for their education.

* Chinese parents send their children abroad in hope of merging them into and give them a competitive edge.
Narrator:

* Does studying abroad surely guarantee ?

m Andy:

*1t's for him and his friends to find a job.
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(Continued)

Younger Chinese Look to Study Abroad

Narrator:
* Experts suggest that students should

. Tian Wang:

* His three suggestions are , thinking about the major, and benefits of the major to their career.

Reporter:

* Overseas experiences can be if they play carefully.
* Studying abroad may lead to difficulty in finding a job after graduation as well as
* The key point:

Step 3: Work in small groups and discuss the following questions. Following what you watched, you
may shoot a video based on one of these questions and share it with the class.

1. What age do you think is appropriate for a Chinese student to study abroad? Why?

2. In addition to what was mentioned in the video clip, what might be the other reasons for middle school Chinese
students to study abroad?

3. In your opinion, what are the advantages and disadvantages of studying overseas?

4. Do you have any plan to study abroad? Why or why not?

5. Suppose that you were going to study at an overseas university next month, what do you think would be your
biggest problems?

6. Do you agree with the idea that studying abroad will guarantee a brighter future? Why or why not?

wome Listening

Education in Finland
Exercise: Listen to the passage and correct the following statements.

1. The Finns have participated in the global teaching quality survey three times and have usually

placed among the top five in music, reading, and science.

2. A standard elementary school day in Finland is 10 hours, longer than that in the U.K.

3. The rules in Finnish elementary schools are hats indoors and no chasing in class.

4. Many Finns want to be a teacher. In 2006, 1,852 undergraduates applied for training to become

teachers but only 23 were accepted.

5. In Finland, a teacher is required to have a doctoral degree and his/her monthly salary ranges

from $1,400 to $6,000.
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6.Korea is trying to adopt the Finnish educational model but when the kids fall behind, their

teachers send fora private tutor.

7. In Finland, whether or not a kid can outperform his/her neighbor is very important because they

want everyone to be excellent.

Part Two Reading and Understanding

tActivating

Step 1: Listen to the recording and take down notes for what you hear in the space provided below.

Jeremy:

Charles:

Step 2: Work in small groups and choose an opinion you support. Find another group holding the
opposite opinion for a debate. You may use the spaces provided below to prepare for your debate.

When selecting a major, the first consideration is the =~ When selecting a major, the first consideration is how
benefits it can bring you. much you are interested in it.

You are . Specify your reasons to support your opinion. Put them here:



