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Preface

For human beings, nothing could be more colorful, more com-
plicated, more elusive, more challenging and more confusing than
culture. It is culture that makes human beings human as a social
existence in the natural process of cosmic evolution. It gives mean-
ing, wisdom and spirit to human beings. It also gives human superpow-

ers to recognize and rebuild nature, world, society and themselves.

Human beings are the creations and outcomes of culture, at
the same time, they also promote the cultural development and pro-
gress. Human nature, that is, wisdom, ability and spirit of crea-
tion, is at the very core of cultural development, which also de-

cides the direction and route of cultural development.

The real human history is cultural history and civilization histo-
ry. Culture, as a special human creation, has its own logic of con-
struction and development. It is a continuous developing and pro-
gressive process from lower level to higher level, from simple to
complex, from single to multiple. If human development were end-

less, cultural development would be endless, and vice versa.

After hunting-gathering culture, animal husbandry culture,
farming culture and industry culture, human culture enters a new
period in which cultures communicate, flourish, surge and clash un-
precedentedly. The existence and development of human culture

become dependent on information, technology, market economy,
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democracy as never before. Culture is closer and closer to every-
one. As human cognitive style, ways of thinking, life style and be-
havior style, as intrinsic maintenance and extrinsic fashion of natural
life, culture has never been so colorful, diversified and popular as it
is. Culture history has enters a common-sharing age. Nevertheless,
Culture has never been so confusing and worrying. It seems that the
boundaries between culture and politics, culture and sciences, cul-
ture and educations, etc. have faded away and disappeared. Cul-
ture is everything and vice versa. It is a “culture-flooding” era in
which culture seems to be superfluous, fragmental and full of waste
and pollution. However, what we could not deny is, a newer and
better, a more advanced and more intelligent, more creative cul-
ture is also implicit in it. Where are we from? Where are we being?
Where are we going? Behind the unprecedented flourish of human

culture, is the same unprecedented worry.

As an important component of human culture, Chinese culture,
from the very beginning of its origination, has been in a process of
opening-up and ever changing, a process of being torn and integrat-
ed, and a process of getting lost and confused while still forging a-
head. After numerous clashes with foreign cultures, it comes here.
There are castration of culture of modern times, baptism of refor-
ming and opening times during this process. The foundation of reali-
zing China dream, a great national rejuvenation, lies in the innova-
tion and renaissance of national fine culture. It would be a process of
integration with advanced cultures worldwide, a process of sublation and

sublimation, which would originate a new type of cultural development.

What is culture? What culture could do? Different individuals,
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different countries, different nations have their own views. Ulti-
mately, as human cognitive style, ways of thinking, life style and
behavior style, culture is “for-human” and “by-human”. How to un-
derstand culture, acquire culture, develop culture and improve cul-
ture in order to realize a sustainable cultural development? How to
make a better human, a better society and a better world? These
are questions for every researcher studying culture, which is their holy
mission. By examining the above questions, this book attempts to pro-
pose some references for those who are interested in cultural studies.

The book What is Culture aims to provide a comprehensive and
dynamic demonstration and discussion on cultural issues from the
following ten aspects: culture's origination, classification, defini-
tion, relationship with human being, use limitation, properties, con-
struction, function, popularity and revision, future perspectives. It
proposes some individual opinions on culture issues with a compre-
hensive research methodology which includes anthropology, sociol-
ogy, folklore, etc. It took me two years to write, but number of
years to think over. The author wishes to express his sincere thanks
to Dr. Geng zhendong. Without his help and effort, this book could
not have met with the readers so early.

“Observing the law of nature in order to know the time varia-
tion, observing the law of human culture in order to moralizing peo-
ple in the world.” Comments and criticisms from colleagues and ex-
perts will be highly appreciated.

Li zhongyuan
New Year's Day, 2014
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