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PREFACE 1
Lothar Ledderose

For five years now our team from Heidelberg University has been working in the mountains
of Shandong, doing research on the Buddhist sutras engraved there into the rock under the open
sky. One of the most gratifying aspects of our campaigns has been the support and friendship
we have enjoyed from a great scholar and literate: Lai Fei.

Having received sound and modern training at the nation’ s foremost archaeological
institute at Beijing University, Lai Fei is a no-nonsense archaeologist. He works with
painstaking care and he has taught us that the description of the properties of particular
characters can never be precise enough. Master Lai makes fine distinctions between what is
known, what is not known, and what can be known, and there is always a well-thought-out
reason behind his pronouncements. At the same time, his erudition and his sure grasp of wide
— ranging material allow him to critically go beyond the received scholarship, to make daringly
new correlations, and to arrive at unprecedented conclusions.

Yet Lai Fei is even more than a distinguished scholar. He is an artist. Already in his
student days at Beijing University he gained fame for his calligraphic skill, and today his
calligraphic works grace museums and studios all over Shandong and beyond, even in
Heidelberg. He has forged a very personal style, one that can be recognized immediately. Its
hallmarks are vibrant brush strokes and daring compositions, both of single characters and of the
entire layout. Those were special days indeed during our sojourns in Shandong when Lai Fei put
his brush to paper, thought up a string of appropriate characters, and then let them appear
before our eyes in unique shapes, thereby giving visual permanence to a fleeting moment.

Now Lai Fei is presenting to his admirers another aspect of his art—— seals he has carved in the
styles of the Qin and Han Dynasties. He is known to be oblivious to fame and to worldly goods;
nevertheless, all the members of our group wish his book the success and the wide distribution it
deserves. We ourselves are looking forward to many more rewarding days with this special gentleman.

~ds



« <Xt

}4\.
o

1998 F— A B Z 698 T, d e L2 MW IERT BIEREIE  RALLE Mk
— A AR Fee g BN KRR T, RN RFH MG — P E, XERK
RNAG LR TR, PR L FL P ERPRANRYFERAHERLE, E
FRFRAA T F ko9 T4, A 345 T 41,

BABETFNEFAATE—RELBFELENGHEFR, F— LB, RNHAXAZLET
WEZELELRRT—HGBRELEN T LUARRGERE T hH KD, 24
EMA AP FRZ A RRTF HA UL R, REMRILE, bR & KA
KBS BTG R WEL BT RBA AR FE, KT, Ll XM RLT
—RERAET,

ERZMELEN TROARUAZIRGH Y AR BEEHFRELAT BF
FRE—HEATPAREBAARGFN, WG, HALERRFRTEL Sl ER
i gkl Bl R K LFRE KA R B ARG HE—ANFHRT
deig ¥, XA REABMGIEHT T RO FEEMA AL R I EAXBS MR FRATH
— AP R T RRGH B,

B HAEURT PRHIRIAPFRLELEFRAOER. FAFFREIAE  FFRK
7 %) K3 A AT %) 6 B G AR A A F5 kAR 0 R BT . At B R R BRI B 2
kAR A B, LAAR LB IS R, ROESARBMR, HFARZF
&, R ZI RS AMARA, LA B0 LARZE

RiE—kipEhL AN, K5 W TFEF ERMT FHILFTE, RNEHMELL -
EETHR L, MEREZLA “H&R" T HHLELBGHEH LIRS, FTFTEIA—F
PRAA—FEBAGNEM T, X2 S 2GR AMLGZ AT KB R DAL, A

v Be



# # 2rzexn

ARt —H AEEXH LS F BEERREAFBELR? RERCETRT £
TEELRNGHR ARFBRAGHEREZIL—R, FRE LA AN %S @ HMIEL
k¥, — R E SRk Xk,

(XMW XEATHRIERFERXEZFF R I, BRFLEIREFFEE)



F =

PREFACE 1l
Robert E. Harrist Jr.

Imagine a hot summer day, in 1998, at the Stone Carving Art Museum in Jinan.
Unannounced, there appeared at the museum a waiguolao and his wife, from Fuzhou. They
have come to gingjiao a scholar at the museum who, they have been told, is the foremost expert
on stone inscriptions in Shandong and also a major calligrapher and seal carver. Without
hesitation, Mr. Lai Fei put aside his own research to help the visitors.

This is the way I met Mr. Lai Fei, when my wife and I called upon him unexpectedly,
nearly ten years ago. Almost as soon as we met, we felt that he was a remarkable person, a
scholar and an artist, a native of Shandong who knew the art and archaeology of the province
like the back of his hand. But an even deeper impression was that he was a person of great
kindness and generosity, someone who embodied the best tradition of Shandong hospitality. On
that first visit, Mr. Lai Fei showed us rubbings, escorted us to look at stone carvings, gave me
precious photographs and copies of his books, and with his wife and son, invited us to his
home for a great banquet of crabs and other delicacies.

It was thanks to Mr. Lai Fei’s help on that first trip to Shandong that I was able to begin
working on a book on moya shike, the first published in the West. On later visits to Shandong,
Mr. Lai accompanied me to kaocha at Yishan, Taishan, Hongdingshan, Culaishan, Geshan,
Jianshan, Shuiniushan, etc. 1 found that Mr. Lai Fei knows every character of every
inscription on every mountain. All of these visits, and all of his advice, helped me to write my
book and to prepare for the series of lectures at Cambridge University in England that I now am
giving.

Mr. Lai, of course, continues the great tradition of the Chinese literati and jinshixue jia .
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he is both a researcher and an artist. His study of ancient inscriptions, especially of the Han
and Northern Dynasties, is the foundation of his calligraphy; at the same time when one
recognizes his deep knowledge of the past in his calligraphy, one senses as well a completely
fresh, original spirit. His work is modern, but rich in ancient flavor; highly personal, but
imbued with a powerful sense of tradition.

On our most recent trip to Shandong, my wife and I brought our son, Ahbao, age seven,
to join us in visiting Mt. Tai with Mr. Lai Fei. Now, Ahbao has a very vivid memory of going
to Jingshiyu with “Lai shushu”. What an amazing experience for this little boy, part Chinese
and part American! What other boy from New York could ever be able to go to Mt. Tai with a
great calligrapher and scholar! I have finished my book on moya shike, but I and my wife and
Ahbao are looking forward to many future visits to Shandong to keep learning from Mr. Lai Fei

and to enjoy more adventures with him.
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