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Approaching the Emerging Landscapes of Design Pactice

Approaching the Emerging Landscapes of Design Practice
MA Jin

Design is changing with new practices emerging continuously.

The moving horizon of design blurs the boundaries of professions and
introduces new approaches. In the meanwhile, design explores the new
frontier by dealing with matters that center around goodness, happiness,
and wellbeing of the entire human community. One of the most important
missions of design now is how it can enable us to survive together with
our planet. Values embedded in design professions and approaches have
attracted increasingly more attention, particularly in design research. Such
emerging design practices raise the bar for design knowledge, in terms of
its breadth, depth, and complexity.

Based on the above observation, Tongji University’s College of Design
and Innovation (Shanghai, China) hosted the first Design Research and
Education Conference titled “Emerging Practices” in October 2012, and
the conference theme was “Professions, Values, and Approaches.” Growing
from selected papers presented at the conference, the anthology further
invited more contemporary design thinkers and educators to contribute
their thoughts along the three dimensions.

We received 13 articles from 17 authors, including, to name a few,
Victor Margolin, Ezio Manzini, Ken Friedman, and Guangzhong Liu.
Most authors have been long engaged in design research and education,
carrying distinct perspectives on the leading edge and evolution of design
practices. Their trans-regional and cross-cultural design and research
experience is invaluable to the Chinese audience since they tackle issues
such as practices, theories, and philosophies that are not confined to the
western world. Moreover, the collection of papers connect contemporary
design practices, approaches, and values, and allow us to relate the
understanding of the current position and the direction of design research,
education, and practices in China to a network of global design knowledge
from a holistic and historical perspective.

Although it is not our intention to represent the entire landscape of
emerging practices by encompassing all the possible issues along every
dimension, we consider the collection to constitute an intertwiningly,
complex whole.



ERFOEIT R

TR
it

B AE 8 o AS T TE B R ORI Y 52 i ) 5 L T T AU AR Bh
Fp A b T 2K AE M Y SR AT ORISR | iR 12 7 15 R
2 ou iy B 2 v, B A A AS W O 4 BT B R ——Ab 3 [ S8
A NEW G S AL )8, AT DOXFESE, a4 3 i i il
iz, AR W AR E I A LF, W, b A&
i 22 T B AEDUL 38 i 8 3+ 22 AR SR A B E S U R B3t
PR TR 8 ARFEAE X Lo 4E T F R R, F & ZFER B
PV VE S B HIERAE T BE IR RIS B EAR T
) %E3K

HEFIXRILEE, 20124F10 H 7 5F K5 B8 357 Be % I
T R S B AR S B [ B2, 2 I
BB MME 5@, AN G TS AR T2 E
#5830, e kil bkl o 2 i e K BUE & Hl S
B A IX = AN HEEDTHR B O AR

AW E] T 145 Victor Margolin, Ezio Manzini, Ken
Friedman ., M5 v 55 75 N 19 1706205 3 (1 SCRE L A AT] 28 02 6 4R T
BRTE VAP ZE FBR SR BT IR 7 381, X R BRAA it sh 45
FIHT S D ST 55 DA RO SR 3 A b 30 14 DL, o HEAS 1Y 02, A7
SO A K S S 5 SCAR IS SE R 2 56, b AT] A v ] 33
R B A PY J7 BB E PR T BRI VYT BB AN
J7 B T 8, VF 22 SCHE A4 Ja Dy S B A0 0 0 2 A T 1 S
T3 AR MR 45 B — 5K A BR R W 45, A Bh 1 b [ /Y 32 %
GERaS: iRy e e iR A i i = R e § S S DA 1B
], A B BOE AR I R K

AR 2., 3K B6 ST 2% H AL BRI 0] 8 AT 4, EAT 53 0 E LA
R L) AN, SCRE 5 SCRE 2 [] (1 SC I K 4% fn fa] 25X 26 fin] 151
ARG T — A 5 O B 84K B [F B, AU+ 25
SCHE, SUASGE T 17 AEL 2] R 5 % v S8 e 1) 25 N A JE | 25 Pl
AR, SCE 2 (8], EA AN & AT AR, 5 BB



Approaching the Emerging Landscapes of Design Pactice

Besides putting our efforts to present the book bilingually and ,
precisely, our biggest concern is to address areas not only when the articles
converge or diverge but also what are potential relationships among the
articles. By providing a preview of the chapters in the introduction, we
hope to guide our readers to the emerging practices in the field of design.

The first paper explores the models of design and the relations
between six world economies and design knowledge. Ken Friedman
sketches out the economic context for varied emerging practices in design,
and raises the question of the kind of design knowledge needed under
todays’ economic conditions. Should a mindful reader relate the foliowing
papers to this one, apart from obtaining a better understanding of the
specific discourse s/he may be able to develop a knowledge inventory
of her/his own. This paper is followed by three clusters that unfold
respectively around the keywords “relation,” “sustainability;” and “industry
and innovation.

“Relation,” or “relationality;” turns out to be the core of three articles
that discuss design methods and approaches. Such coincidence per se is
a meaningful signal. Inspired by both the ethos of human-centeredness
and the democratization of designing, more and more non-designers
are involved in the design process. While the impact of interdisciplinary
collaboration expands, practices ranging from co-creation, participatory
design, open design, to social innovation all need to work on one
crucial issue—developing design methodology that can truly facilitate
collaboration and make participation productive.

Alastair Fuad-Luke’s discourse on designing for radical relationality
identifies a fact that has not been sufficiently dealt with in social
innovation, interdisciplinary collaboration, and co-creation: design
activities are political because antagonism is inherent in human relations.
While reading the paper, we may experience a kind of intellectual
turbulence due to the challenge to preconceptions on conventional
design(-ing).

Thomas Kong proposes a relational design pedagogy by examining
his students’ social innovation and co-creation practices. Comparing to
Fuad-Luke’s theoretical elaboration, the paper is straightforward with
vivid examples that are poetically manifested. Rooted in Asian cultures,
respect for holism and relations is put into action in the author’s attempt
to integrate new subject matters into an environmental design curriculum.

In parallel, by conducting a social innovation project at a welfare
institution, Niels Peter Skou and Mette Mikkelsen raise a provocative
question: Can relations be designed? In order to obtain better social
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relations, the authors reflect on the role of design methods in social
innovation. This question that arises from real-life practices, combining
with Fuad-Luke’s explanation on the dimensions of relationality, might
be replaced by a new one: What distinct roles do design methods play at
different facets of relationality?

Kas Oosterhuis’ polemic essay scrutinizes mainstream viewpoints
on architecture design by positioning them in the context of parametric
possibilities. Parametric design, open design, and design collaboration
enrich the dimensions of design relationality by virtue of technological
innovation. Definitions on “complexity” and “complicatedness” follow
a powerful logic. Tracing the formation of the author’s radical and
dramatic conclusions, we have an opportunity to re-think design criteria
from a parametric perspective. Of course, we are also curious to ask
how parametric technology and thinking would look like when it is
contextualized in a humanistic landscape.

Preceded by the theme on relationality, a cluster of five articles unfolds
with “sustainability” as the starting point. Beyond all doubt, sustainability
has become one of the values that human beings cannot ignore any longer.

Victor Margolin’s good society project elaborates on an action frame
stemming from the point where proactivity of design meets the ubiquitous
problems human beings face today. From a historical perspective,
the paper elicits the necessity and possibilities concerning the value
proposition of sustainability.

Following this topic, Ezio Manzini takes a step forward by discussing
some emerging sustainable qualities. He identifies the aspects of our daily
life—for example, relationships, time, work, collaboration, scale, places,
and complexity—as the frameworks that will help us define what he means
by sustainable qualities. This is in essence an effort to construct the action
frame of design, which also demonstrates how values could be welded to
approaches.

Interestingly, Yrjo Sotamaa joined Margolin’s historical view in
contributing a duet on the value proposition of sustainability. “Designing
a Better World” portrays how the degree of acceptance and meaning of
Victor Papanek’s viewpoint have changed over time, and emphasizes
the importance of future-oriented sustainability. Based on his personal
experience, Sotamaa also describes the conception and analysis of design
education in China, which can be seen as a brief introduction to the role
that value plays in shaping approaches and professions.

The educational framework that Yongqi Lou and Jin Ma proposed
adopts the example of a new schools initiative on curriculum
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reconstruction to illustrate alternative ways of structuring and
disseminating design knowledge. Based on the context established

by previous value-oriented papers, this one depicts an exploration
underpinned by various value propositions including sustainability. In
addition, it resumes where Sotamaa’s essay stops and thus provides an
extended reading on the planning details of the College of Design and
Innovation, Tongji University.

Following the earlier clue on the relationship between values and
approaches in design education, Sharon Poggenpohl reflects on the
disciplinary issue of design literacy. Researching academic reading and
writing in graduate design programs, she offers her insights on designing
the information environment that facilitates the accumulation of design
knowledge. It is a challenging task for design teachers to grasp the current
state and the potential dynamics of fostering knowledge required by
today’s design context. As an experienced educator and researcher, the
author describes several “small exercises” that can easily be developed into
a rigorous inquiry. The paper may inspire and lead many practice-oriented
teachers and students into an action mindset with a tagline, “Aha, a study
could start so easily!”

The third cluster outlines the arguments concerning the transition
of industry and innovation at a national level. Instead of addressing
“the emerging” directly, these essays deals with the seedbeds where “the
emerging” arise.

Pekka Korvenmaa summarizes the concise history of Finnish design
by reviewing the rise, fame and continuing importance of design in the
country and discusses the nation-level, collaborative innovation process.
The paper offers a great example of an innovation approach at a macro-
level without limiting to specific professions, domains, or methods. This
may be of great interest to Chinese readers, since China is undergoing
a fundamental albeit different economic and industrial transition and
therefore requires an approach to innovate her industries and design at an
equivalent level.

Guanzhong Liu and Yanan Lai attempt to envision the next
progression of design from the industrial design history viewpoint in
relation to the transition of industries. Comparing to Korvenmaa’s work,
their paper provides an opportunity to understand the distinct social
and economic conditions in China under which—design innovation—a
similar topic is being discoursed.

Developing from a presentation, Craig Vogel’s paper addresses the
change of design by asking us to view our world in alternative ways. It
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is worldviews that allow certain values to be revealed while hiding the
ones that otherwise might have dominated. As an American educator
possessing profound knowledge about Chinese enterprises and design
schools, Vogel is ideally positioned to inform the competitive and
comparative nature of design and design education between China and
the U.S.

As maintained in “A 3D T-shaped Design Education Framework,”
professions, values, and approaches determine the social and economic
impact of design in an integrated manner. It is our hope that readers can
carry a holistic viewpoint when going through the collection of papers and
see rich interconnections among them.

Oftentimes, editors may have biases suggesting a preferred way of
reading the collection. Nonetheless, we understand that there are various
ways of charting the relational structures of the collected articles. We shall
do our best to illustrate a few potential ways without enumerating all the
possibilities. For instance, if information about the authors such as their
background, their evolving expertise of practice and areas of research
interest over time, along with their geographical and cultural tracks, can
be extracted and visualized, a small nevertheless inspirational map of
design knowledge migration can be developed. Provided that we start
with the cited references, we may be able to identify the most frequently
referred events, initiatives, arguments, writings, and organizations and
relate them to the convergence and divergence of specific issues and areas
that are being addressed. Such small exercises may allow unique patterns
to be revealed and suggest to our readers an anchor point for further
interest.

Articles end where emerging practices continue to appear and evolve.
Creating the book makes sense only if it can become part of the growing
body of design knowledge. Ideally, we would like the book to function as
a virtual platform for extending our earlier conference, inviting readers to
perfect our arguments and inquiries as well as to continue our discussion
on how design can enable us to thrive better.
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